
From: Gerard P. Van Noordennen
To: Bjornsen, Alan
Cc: Hickman(NMSS), John
Subject: [External_Sender] FW: Zion LTP - Environmental Questions
Date: Tuesday, September 15, 2015 5:12:46 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Murphy Zion Solutions 2015.pdf
Blanding"s Turtle Article Inside ZionSolutions 6-20-13.pdf

Alan,
 
Union Pacific is the railroad company we use to transport the Class A waste to Clive, Utah.
 ZionSolutions owns the rail siding on the property which connects to the main line owned by Union
 Pacific. The Union Pacific North Line Commuter trains also use this track running from Chicago, IL to
 Kenosha, WI.
 
There have been 3 Blanding’s Turtles identified (one at the VCC Construction Pad area at the end of
 Shiloh Road and 2 on Shiloh Road bordering Zion property) since decommissioning started.  The
 Blanding’s turtle rescued from the VCC construction pad area was taken to the Wildlife Discovery
 Center in Lake Forest, IL.  That female Blanding’s turtle was released in the Illinois Beach State Park
 (IBSP) to the north of the site after she laid her eggs.  Several months later the Blanding’s turtle
 hatchlings (12) were brought back to the site with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
 (IDNR) and released north of our site in the IBSP.
 
Although we worked with the IDNR to establish an experimental nesting area for the Common Tern
 on the beach, they have not successfully nested in the area provided.  We continue to work with the
 IDNR to support this project.  See attached letter from the IDNR.
 
We have not observed any other threatened or endangered species of concern.
 
 
 
Gerry van Noordennen
Vice President Regulatory Affairs
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   02 September 2015 
 
Darlene Murphy 
Zion Solutions 
101 Shiloh Boulevard 
Zion, IL 60099 
 
Dear Ms. Murphy: 
 
I wanted to send you a special note of appreciation for your help with management and 
conservation of the significant natural resources of the Lake Michigan Lake Plain. Your continued 
support of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and help in facilitating access for our invasive 
species Strike Team has been invaluable. I hope we can make arrangements in the months to come 
for continued exotic species control efforts in the unique dune habitats along the lakefront and 
areas adjacent to the Illinois Beach State Park. In addition, we have been able to establish an 
experimental Common Tern nesting colony at your facility. Unfortunately, the terns attempted to 
nest on Waukegan beach and all six nests were destroyed by predators. The colony ultimately 
abandoned due to human disturbance. We continue to view the Zion Solutions site as a viable 
nesting area and hope to continue the program in the future.    
 
Again, thank you for all your help in allowing these important conservation initiatives to continue. 
 


Sincerely, 


 


Brad Semel 
8916 Wilmot Road. 
Spring Grove, Il 60081 
brad.semel@illinois.gov 
630-399-3242 
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SUGGESTIONS and FEEDBACK
Larry Booth
lwbooth@energysolutions.com 
224-789-4015


June 20, 2013


INSIDEZionSolutions
News from the decommissioning of Zion Station


Human Performance Improvement


PAGE 3: see the latest from ISFSI


Core 4 is a set of fundamental human performance behaviors that are necessary to 
perform to ensure every task is completed safely and with quality. Other HU tools should 
be used as needed, but the Core 4 behaviors should be committed to for every task. 
Consistent application of these 4 tools on a daily basis will focus attention on the most 
critical aspects of every task. Your commitment will make the difference! 


#1 Pre-job Brief   #2 Two-minute Drill   #3 Self Check / STAR   #4 Questioning Attitude


MONDAY PJB will be prepared by reviewing job procedures, work packages, job hazard analysis, 
etc. PJB must emphasize the expectation of procedure compliance. During PJB the 
following should be understood:
l  Individual duties  l Critical steps l Error-likely situations l Worst thing that can 
happen l  The appropriate HP tool(s) to use  l Discussion of other controls, contin-
gencies, and relevant operating experience (OE)


TUESDAY Supervisors and foreman will instruct employees who are working alone to consider 
the job steps, hazards associated with each step, and the precautions to take to avoid 
the hazards. If significant changes occur during the conduct of a job that may affect 
the safety of employees or if a low hazard job changes into a high hazard job, an addi-
tional briefing is required.


WEDNESDAY Recommended practice when using this tool is SAFER dialogue:
•	 Summarize the critical steps
•	 Anticipate errors for each critical step and relevant error precursors
•	 Foresee probable and worst-case consequences should an error occur during  


each critical step
•	 Evaluate controls or contingencies at each critical step to prevent, catch, and 


recover from errors and to reduce their consequences
•	 Review previous OEs and lessons learned relevant to the specific task and  


critical steps.


THURSDAY Behaviors to avoid:
• Generalities, rather than specifics
• No discussion of error traps, possible consequences, and needed defenses for  


each critical steps
• Conducted as a monologue; no active participation by others
• No planning for the PJB; no time allowed for workers to prepare
• Principal participants not all present for briefing
• Individuals failing to express concerns they may have


Theme Week of June 24: #1 Pre-job Brief (PJB)


ZionSolutions received a 
certificate of recognition 
from the Department of 
Energy and the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commis-
sion for excellence in 
inventory reporting and 
reconciliation. Kudos 
to the contributions of 
the Zion site personnel 
and the Exelon-Cantera 
personnel involved in 
Zion Station SNM con-
trol, accountability, and 
reporting. Check at the 
back of this newsletter to 
view these certificates.


Excellence Rating 
from DOE/NRC







Protective Measures
Cover up


Clothing protects the skin
Wear sunscreen


SPF 30 or higher
Wear hat and sunglasses


Check to be sure what you choose is 
designed to block UV rays


Limit exposure
10AM to 4PM is when the sun’s rays are 
most intense
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CHERYL’SCORNER
Enjoy the Sun Safely


Once again we are moving into the 
summer season and need to think about 
protection from the UV rays of the sun. 
The single most important thing that 
you can do to lower your risk of skin 
cancer is to avoid direct exposure to the 
sun. The harm caused by UV exposure 
includes premature aging (wrinkling 
and age spots), skin cancer, and damage 
to the eyes. The damage of sun-related 
diseases, especially skin cancer, has been 
increasing. Doctors agree that educating 
the public is critical to stopping this epi-
demic.  We have many outdoor workers 
on-site at Zion. It is important that we 
are all aware of the need for Sun Safety. 
It is important that we protect ourselves 
from the harmful UV rays and that we 
enjoy the sun safely!


Turtle Hatchlings Released 
to Natural Habitat 


In June 2012, contractors at the VCC con-
struction area noticed a turtle walking in the 
area.  Environmental confirmed it to be a 
female Blanding’s Turtle, which is a Threatened 
or Endangered turtle species (depending on 
the State).  With approval from the IDNR, the 
turtle was transferred to the Wildlife Center 
where she laid her eggs and soon after she was 
returned to her natural habitat.  The eggs were 
placed into an incubator at the Wildlife Center 
and weeks later twelve hatchlings were born. 
They have been cared for at the center until 
they were strong enough to be released into 
their natural habitat. In May 2013, with the help 
of the IDNR and the Wildlife Center Curator, the 
hatchlings were relocated and released to the 
wetlands at the Illinois Beach State Park.  


We can thank the successful turtle release 
to a number of supporters, including the IDNR, 
Wildlife Center, and the attentiveness of the 
personnel who reported the turtle. 


Shortly after hatching


After a year: “We want outta here!”


FREEDOM!


Nostalgia Days: 
Classic Car Show This Weekend
www.nostalgiadays.com


During the car show on Saturday, Sheridan 
Road will be closed 31ST Street north to South 
Shiloh Blvd from 6 am until 3 pm. After 3 pm. 
the closure will be extended north from Shiloh 
Blvd to 21ST Street. Cross streets from 30TH to 
21ST Streets will be closed as well. Normal traffic 
will be rerouted from Sheridan Road to Elim & 
Elizabeth. Crossing Sheridan will be via 31ST or 
Shiloh until the cruise starts, then it will be 31ST 
& 21ST Streets. Traffic to the station is advised to 
travel Edina north from 31st or south from 21st.







ISFSIPROGRESS
“Our site construction efforts have inten-


sified to yet another level recently and all 
resources are solely focused with success in 
safely achieving our ISFSI construction strate-
gic goals. We are aggressively working seven 
days a week and pushing our supporting con-
tractors’ productivity limits. For example, since 
we are now entering into a large phase elec-
trical portion of the work, we challenged our 
main contractor IHC to condense this electri-
cal phase time frame based on recent design 
releases given to us. In response, their subcon-
tractor Kelso Burnett has strategically staffed 
up in craft talent and rose to our challenge 
and is working 66 hours a week until the work 
has been completed in this strategic phase.  
We will accomplish our goals in construction!”


Dave Crisp
Manager,  D & D Construction  
Operations/ Asset Recovery


AVAILABLE DATES
All on Wednesdays


JUNE 26TH


JULY 17TH, 31ST


AUGUST 14TH, 28TH


SEPTEMBER 4TH, 18TH


OCTOBER 2ND, 16TH, 30TH


NOVEMBER 13TH


DECEMBER 11TH


Grab Your NGET 
Training Date!


Windows installed in MB admin area


Recent work on HHP, framing and rebar placement for GTCC Unit #1 Pad


Contractor laying down rip rap as per design requirements


Began excavation of GTCC Unit #1 pad 
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From: Bjornsen, Alan [mailto:Alan.Bjornsen@nrc.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 15, 2015 11:11 AM
To: Darlene F. Murphy
Subject: Waste Disposal
 
Hi, Darlene.  I’m in the early stages of preparing the EA for the license termination plan.  I
 need to confirm the name of the RR that’ll be hauling waste out to Clive, UT.  Is it Union
 Pacific?  Also, whose track/siding will the rail cars be staged on?  Do they belong to
 Chicago-Northwestern?
 
Is Blanding’s Turtle still considered a T&E species, and was it ever sighted on the ZNPS
 site?  Or, is its habitat all that is present?  Also, besides the common tern, are there any
 other species of concern found to frequent the ZNPS site?
 
Thank you,

Alan B. Bjornsen
Project Manager
NMSS/FCSE/ERB
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11545 Rockville Pike
M.S. T-4B16
Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 415-6925
alan.bjornsen@nrc.goc
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