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DUKE POWER CoMPANY 
POWER BuILDING L 

422 SOUTH CHuRcH STREET, CHARLOTTE, N. C. 28242 

WILLIAM 0. PARKERJR. September 5, 1978 
VICE PRESIDENT TELEPHONE: AREA 704 

STEAM PRODUCTION . 373-4083 

Mr. James P. O'Reilly, Director 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region II 
101 Marietta Street, Suite 3100 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

RE: Oconee Unit 1 
Docket No. 50-269 

Dear Mr. O'Reilly: 

Pursuant to Sections 6.2 and 6.6.2 of the Oconee Nuclear Station Technical 

Specifications, please find attached Reportable Occurrence Report RO-269/78-17.  

V y truly yours, 

William 0. Parker, Jr.  

KRW:scs 
Attachment 

cc: Director, Office of Management Information 
and Program Control 
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DUKE POWER COMPANY 
OCONEE UNIT 1 

Report Number: RO-269/78-17 

Report Date: September 5, 1978 

Occurrence Date: August 8, 1978 

Facility: Oconee Unit 1, Seneca, South Carolina 

Identification of Occurrence: Reactor Building Pressure Transmitter 
Out-of-Calibration 

Conditions Prior to Occurrence: 90% Full Power 

Description of Occurrence: 

On August 6, 1978, during the performance of PT/l/A/0600/01 (Periodic Instru
ment Surveillance) operating personnel observed that ES Analog Channel 1, 
Reactor Building Pressure was reading high. The channel was removed from 
service due to the anomolous readings. When the channel was recalibrated, on 
August 8, 1978, the zero-shift was found to be in the non-conservative direction 
(indicated less than actual pressure) contrary to the requirements of Oconee 
Technical Specification 3.5.3 (ESF Actuation Setpoints). The channel was recali
brated and returned to service.  

Cause of Occurrence: 

The transmitter for this channel (1PT4P) is located in the Penetration Room.  
One week prior to the occurrence a valve leak in the vicinity had allowed water 
to enter the transmitter and to disrupt its proper operation. The water was 
drained and the transmitter was recalibrated. The calibration was done with 
the unit at 47% FP. Changes in temperature and humidity, coupled with excess 
water remaining in the transmitter apparently caused the transmitter to drift.  

Analysis of Occurrence: 

Reactor Building Analog Channel 1 is one of three redundant channels which, 
upon actuation of 2-out-of-3 channels, serves to initiate the HPI, LPI, and 
other ESF systems. The particular transmitter involved indicated narrow-range 
pressure. The channels trip at < 4 psig and serve as indications of significant 
pressure transients within the reactor building. During the period in which 
Channel 1 was not functioning properly, as well as when it was taken out of 
service for recalibration, both redundant channels were operable and would have 
tripped at <4psig as required. Thus, the incident did not impair the functional 
capability of the ES system, nor did it cause any adverse effects on public.health 
and safety.  

Corrective Action: 

The transmitter involved was recalibrated to restore it to its normal condition.  
Additionally, the seal on the transmitter housing was tightened to prevent 
moisture from affecting it and to improve its reliability.
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LICENSEE EVENT REPORT EXHIBIT A 

CONTROL 3LOCK: (PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL REQUIRED INFORMATION) 

[~" I SIC INIEt Ell (()t 0 0 1 -0 10 0 010 I- 10 Oj(T) 41 jj ij 1 J 1 
7 a 9 UCENSEE CODE 14 is LICENSE NUMagR 25 26 UCENSE TYPE 30 57 CAT 58 

CONT 

RO L C 10 15101 010 1216 1 9 101 81 018 1718 Jos10 191 015 1 7 1 8 
60 at DOCKET NUMBER 6B 69 EVENT DATE 74 75 REPORT DATE 80 

EVENT OESCRIPT1ON ANO PROSABLE CONSEQUENCES 

o2- I On August 6, 1978, during startup following a unit trip, the RE narrow range I 

ro r3 pressure indication on Channel 1 appeared to be reading high. The channel wasj 

removed from service until calibration could be checked. On August 8 the 

o channel was recalibrated and found to be non-conservative. The two redundant 

O54 6 channels were available to provide trip signal at the required pressure, if 

-o 7 Inecessary. Thus no adverse effects to the public could. have resulted.  

7 89 
SYSTEM CAUSE CAUSE COmP. VALVE CCDE CODE SUBCO00 COMPONENT CODE SUBCODE SUacOO 

I09 L.L.J L@ I® L1.J @ II ( NIS1 11 RI U19 1.T @ Li a 7 a 9 10 11 12 13 18 19 20 
SEQUEPTTAL OCCURRENCE REPORT REVISION.  

LER/RO ETYEAR REPORT NO. co0 TYPE NC.  'REPORT [78_ -1081 1 703 -.... L 
L21 2 2 24 25 27 2B 29 30 31 32 ACTION FUTURE EFFECT SH4UTDOWN 02\: ATTAC4MIENT NPROA PRIME COMO COMPONENT 

TAKEN ACTION ON PL&ANr METI400 NOUR1 SITTIED FORM jU8. SUPPLIER MAUFACTURER W®W@s W® 1(3 j00. ~ WGZ(D IXJ LU 1045 
35 34as: 37 AQ 41 42 44447 

CAUSE OESCRIPTION ANO CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 

1 IDuring an earlier incident this channel had tripped due to water in this 

1 Itransmitter. The water had come from a valve leak in the vicinity of the 

Itransmitter. Apparently the transmitter drifted out of calibration following 

Ithis incident due to changes in temperature and humidity. The transmitter was 

C4 trecalibrated and the seal through which the water had entered was tightened.  
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PACILITY METHOD OP 
STATUS % POWER OTHER STATUS 0ISCOVERY DISCOVERY DESCRITOM 

1 5 I lo 19 Il0 l@I NA I J®' Operator Observation 
7 3 9 10 12 13 44 48 46 ACTIVITY CONTENT 

RELEASED OF RELEASE AMOUNT OF ACTIVITY SLOCATION OF RELEME 

.176 W zIG I J I NA ~ I I NA 
7 8 to I1 44 

PERSONNEL EXPOSURES 
NUMBER TYPE 0ESCRIPTION 

[17] o-71Io of a01 z@l NA 
7 a 9 11 12 12 

PERSONNEL INJURIES 
NUMBER DESCRIPTION® 

[ ] 01 010 1 NA 
7 8 9 11 12 

LOSS OF OR OAMAGE TO FACILITY 
TYPE DESCRIPTION 

E~I 1 Iz 0aG NA 
7 8 10 go 

PUSLICITY NRC LE ONLY 
ISSUED oESCRIPTON / 
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