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DUKE POWER COMPANY 

POWER BUILDING 

422 SOUTH CuRcH STREET, CHARLOTTE, N. C: 25242, 

WILLIAM 0. PARKER.JR. September 25, 1978 
VICE PRESIDENT TELEPHONE:AREA 704 

STEAM PRODUCTION 373- 083 

Mr. James P. O'Reilly, Director 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region II 

101 Marietta Street, Suite 3100 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

RE: Oconee Unit 1 
Docket No. 50-269 

Dear Mr. O'Reilly: 

Pursuant to Sections 6.2 and 6.6.2 of the Oconee Nuclear Station Technical 

Specifications, please find attached Reportable Occurrence Report RO-269/78-19.  

V y truly yours, 

William 0. Parker, Jr.  

RLG:scs 

cc: Director, Office of Management Information 
and Program Control 

781430 137 
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DUKE POWER COMPANY 
OCONEE UNIT 1 

Report Number: RO-269/78-19 

Report Date: September 25, 1978 

Occurrence Date: August 25, 1978 

Facility: Oconee Unit 1, Seneca, South Carolina 

Identification of Occurrence: Control Rod Stator Inoperable 

Conditions Prior to Occurrence: 100% FP 

Description of Occurrence: 

On August 25, 1978 the control rod drive system received a "drive rods" signal 
from the unit integrated control system. At that time, Rod 1 of Group 7 fell 
into the core and reactor power ran back to 55% because of the dropped rod.  
Technicians determined that an "A" phase-to-neutral short had caused the rod 
to drop. Reactor power was maintained at 55% and unit operation continued 
until refueling shutdown on September 2, 1978.  

Apparent Cause of Occurrence: 

The stator of Rod 1 of Group 7 was shorted. Apparent cause was corrosion of 
the winding due to moisture.  

Analysis of Occurrence: 

When the control rod dropped into the core, a reactor runback to 55% occurred.  
The maximum indicated tilt.was 6.93%. The indicated tilt leveled out at 1.3%, 
well below the limit in Specification 3.5.2. No safety limits were approached 
during this incident. It is concluded that the health and safety of the public 
were not endangered by this incident.  

Corrective Action: 

The stator will be returned.to the manufacturer for failure analysis.
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LICENSEE EVENT REPORT EXHIBIT A 
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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES 

O ]2 IThe control rod drive system received a signal from the unit intergrated 

control system to "drive rods" due to the short in the stator of Rod 1 of 

rO 4 Group 7. that rod dropped into the.core. Automatic runback to 55% power 

O occurred. The health and safety of the public were not endangered by this 

O incident.  
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CAUSE OESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS © 
[The stator shorted due to moisture and corrosion in the winding. The stator 

twill be sent to the manufacturer for examination. During the current refuel

r - ling outage, all Unit 1 stators will be examined.  
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FACILITY METHOD OF 
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PUBLICITY 
ISSUED DESCRIPTION 4 NAC USE ONLY 
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