
December 7, 2015 

NRC Chairman Stephan Burns -

I appreciate that you have taken the time and made the effort to have at least a brief conversation with 

stakeholders who are aware and involved with the nuclear plant that has been classified as the most likely to 

suffer damage from seismic activity and the only US nuclear plant operating with one reactor whose license 

expired more than two ye·ars ago and a second reactor that will have an expired license this coming Saturday. 

In 1979, NRC Director of State Programs Robert Ryan testified in Westchester that "Indian Point is one of the 
most inappropriate sites in existence for a nuclear plant" and he wrote to the US House of Representatives 

that "/ think it is insane to have a three unit reactor on the banks of the Hudson River, 20 miles from The 
Bronx and 40 miles from Midtown Manhattan." That was 36 yea rs ago and I believe that those statements 

are still relevant. 

I wish I could be more positive about this visit, but from this stakeholder's perspective this visit is a placebo, an 

artifice that pretends the agency will be responsive, when my observations over more than a decade and a half 

have shown me that the agency's prime directive - To Protect Public Health and Safety- has been 

compromised numerous times in what seems to be the pursuit of operator convenience and profits. We know 

that the agency operates within a structural conflict of interest, since 90% of the budget is industry fee based, 

and closure of a nuclear plant will elfminate some level of employment within the agency. 

We have seen that when regulations have not been met, that the operators are not forced to remedy the lack 

of compliance, but regulations have been changed. These are exemplified by the near breach of containment 

at Davis-Besse under the leadership of Samuel Collins, who was strongly criticized by the NRC for not shutting 

the plant to investigate reports of degradation and was then assigned to Indian Point where he did not make 

the operator replace the Hemyc Fire Wrap around critical shut down cables when the wrap that was supposed 

to protect those cables for one hour only lasted 24 minutes. Right now, both spent fuel storage pools at IP 

contain more than five times the design basis capacity, increasing the probability of criticality. We have not 

seen a prioritization of expanding the dry cask storage footprint to mitigate this egregious build-up of high 

level radioactive wastes. 

• In 2011, the North Anna nuclear plant in Virginia experienced a5.8 magnitude seismic event that 

produced acceleration forces of .26g, more than twice the design basis of .12g for that site. That 

seismic event, which cracked the Washington Monument, did some damage to structures at the 

nuclear plant and moved multi-ton dry casks. The epicenter of that earthquake was 11 miles from the 

nuclear plant. We know that when Indian Point was built there was only awareness of a single seismic 

fault, but in 2011, the Lamont Doherty Earth Observatory identified the Stamford to Peekskill fault that 

intersects the Ramapo one mile from Indian Point 3, and Lamont Doherty estimates potential for a 7.0 

seismic event. The design basis for Indian Point's reactors and spent fuel storage is .15g, just over 50% 

of the g-forces produced by the Virginia event. Given the North Anna experience, and the much 
smaller distance from the likely epicenter of a potential seismic event, I would have hoped to have 
some actions taken over the last 3 - 4 years other than the operator cutting down a chimney stack. 



We have seen former Commissioner Magwood accept a position in the industry and be allowed to remain in a 

voting position for many months in an obvious conflict of interest and lack of integrity. 

This stakeholder also believes that the NRC largely ignores externalities and hides behind technical 

specifications to continue the operations of nuclear plants. In addition to the previously described 

conditions/events, the NRC appears to have no problem with a major gas pipeline expansion, next to the 

nuclear plant with the highest likelihood of seismic damage even though the control room for that gas line is 

located in Houston Texas. 

As of 2014, Indian Point does not sell a single megawatt of output to the New York Power Authority, but the 

subways run, Metro-North Railroad runs, LaGuardia and Westchester Airports operate, the NYC street lights 

shine at night, the municipal hospitals operate, and no one cares that this is done without a single megawatt of 

Indian Point output. We also know that Entergy has a single contract with Con Edison for non-municipal users, 

and that contract, according to the Con Ed 2014 company report is for a total of 500 MW. 

So the New York Metro area, with 20,000,000 people living or working within the SO-mile peak injury zone are 

saddled with the risk of plant failure for a very limited supply of electricity. 

We have seen a long duration, costly and comprehensive evaluation of the Indian Point Evacuation plan by the 

former Chairman of FEMA, who concluded that the plan would not work and the NRC ignored that analysis and 

certified the plan. On that Friday when Michael Brown approved the evacuation plan, a single fatal car 

accident on the George Washington Bridge tied up traffic for extensive areas of both Westchester and 

Rockland Counties for the entire day. 

And finally, as you know, when nuclear plant licenses expire, they are not extended, but in fact new licenses 

are issued. To this stakeholder, It would be appropriate to determine whether the existing plant could be sited 

where it is today, and if it could not be built from scratch in that location, then it does not warrant the issuance 

of a new license. 

So I do appreciate that you agreed to meet with us, but without assurances that the agency will be more 

responsive to realities and externalities, and that the risk of a plant failure in the NY metro area is of such 

magnitude that it must be prevented, even if an existing plant must be shut to minimize that risk, this meeting 

is simply a dog and pony show to this stakeholder. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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