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November 20, 2015

Subject: NUREG-2184; Docket ID NRC-2015-0051

Dear Commission Members:

I am writing to re-iterate public comments that I made to you during the public comment phone-in session on
Thursday, November 12, 2015. I find it deeply disturbing that you believe that you have a fool- and error-proof crystal
ball that allows you to see into the future for 100 years let alone a million years. Your arrogance, while believing to
have omniscient knowledge regarding what the condition of our planet will be that far into the future, is the ultimate in
absurdity. Therefore, I am also referring to previous comments that have been researched, documented and
submitted by others, since I am in total agreement:

NRC's DSEIS has absurdly concluded that radioactive releases from the proposed Yucca Mountain
high-level radioactive waste dump would be SMALL -- that is, essentially minimal, and harmless --
over the course of a million years into the future.

Actually, if irradiated nuclear fuel is ever buried at Yucca, it would leak massively, into the
groundwater, creating a "nuclear sacrifice zone" over a broad region downstream.

This would include hazardous, even deadly, radioactive contamination of the groundwater,
currently used for drinking and irrigation water in Nevada's agricultural Amargosa Valley; the Ash
Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, Death Valley National Park, as well/as the Timbisha Shoshone
Indian community inhabiting Death Valley, would also be in harm's way.

The potential for disproportionate impacts on minority or low-income populations is especially high,
considering the current lifestyle of the Timbisha Shoshone Indian community, as well as the
traditional lifestyle of the Western Shoshone Indian Nation.

The potential for cumulative impacts associated with other past, present, or reasonably foreseeable

future actions is very high. After all, the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, Department of Energy,
and military conducted atmospheric nuclear weapons tests in the vicinity of Yucca Mountain from
1951 to 1963. They continued to conduct underground full-scale nuclear weapons tests at the
Nevada Test Site (NTS) from 1963 to 1992, many of which leaked radioactivity to the atmosphere
and environment, as well as contaminated regional groundwater. Even after 1992, nuclear
weapons testing has continued at the NTS, in the form of sub-critical experiments involving
plutonium.

Another cumulative impact involves the large-scale transport to, and dumping of so-called 'low"
level radioactive wastes at, the NTS. •

Furthermore, I stated that I also find your lack of respect for the Native Americans in the region and their sacred lands
very disturbing. The fact that you think it is acceptable to dump highly-radioactive toxic nuclear waste on their sacred
lands with the potential to contaminate not only their groundwater but also the area's surface streams is inexcusable.
I equate it with an equivalent action of taking all of our septic waste and dumping it in the front yards of all of the
Christian churches, synagogues, mosques, etc. Just as that action would not be acceptable nor is the apparent belief
that the Native American land can be desecrated without consequence.

In previous public hearings, you have had railroad experts testifying as to how safe the rail transport of highly-
radioactive toxic~waste across this great nation would be. Then within weeks we see two derailments resulting in
contamination of the environment and the Mississippi River in Wisconsin. We have seen numerous derailments
because of the crumbling rail infrastructure in this nation. One can only imagine the tragic effect and significant
environmental impact if these trains had been carrying radioactive nuclear waste! The fact that you do not
acknowledge these facts and continue to tell us how safe intra-continental transport of this waste would be to Yucca



Mountain is an insult to the intelligence of all of the people who are following your numerous reports and studies while
expressing their increasing concerns.

Contrary to what you evidently believe, there is no "Planet B." Our job is to be good stewards of this planet and do all
that we can to undo the past careless NRC and DOE decisions regarding environmental contamination and
destruction. We must do all that we can to preserve what is left for our survival and that of future generations. The
best course forward would be to stop manufacturing any further toxic nuclear waste and dedicate our attention to the
on-site safe disposal and storage of what you have already carelessly and recklessly enabled.

Thank you for your attention and the opportunity for the public to comment. I pray that you will make the correct

decision for the survival of all of us and not continue down the path dictated by greed.

Sincerely,

Bette Pierman
Michigan Safe Energy Future - Shoreline Chapter
P0 Box 221
South Haven, Ml 49090


