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#• 4, • iUNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Yi•i"7 Nation, a Oenic •rd At irspheric Adminnistration
• •I AThONAL OCEAN SERVICE-

•4.•s•:• F1 orkdi Keys Nation I •r~ir Sa~ntuary

33 East Q'doy Road
Key Vesi. FL 33040

July 17, 2015

Me morandum for: Colonel Alan Dodd, Commander
U.S. Army Corps of Eingineers, Jacksonville District
Miami Permits Section
9900 Southiwest 1[07th Avenue, Suite 203
Miami, Florida 33176

Jennifer Dixon-Herrity,
Chief U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comnnission
Division of New Nuclear Reactor Licensing
Mail Stop: TWFN 6C32
Washington. D.C. 20555-001

Att ,ntion: Megan Clouser and Alicia Williamson

Superintendent .- • ,

Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary

Sun ect: Docket ID NRC-2009-0337: Combined Licenses (COLs) for Turkey Point
Nuclear Plant Units 6 and 7

Th~ nk you for the opportunity to review and comment on the draft Environmental Impact
St• ement (EIS) for the Combined Licenses (COLs) for Turkey Point Nuclear Plant Units 6 and
7, 3ted February 2015, prepared by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). This
do• ument describes plans by the Florida Power and Light Company (FPL) to build and operate
tw• new 1,100- megawatt nuclear generating units referred to as Units 6 and 7 at the Turkey
Poi •t Nuclear Plant adjacent to Biscayne Bay in Miami-Dade County. "While the project location
falf outside the boundary of the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary (FKNMS), the
sotd ern portion of Turkey Point is adjacent to FKNMS and activities associated with this
pro ect could have adverse impacts on the resources of FKNMS. The following comments and
add tional information are provided pursuant to NOAA authority under the National Marine
Sai :tuaries Act (16 USC § 1431 et seq.), Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary and Protection
Acd (PL 101-605), and associated regulations (15 CFR 922 Subpart P).

Th, project components most relevant to FKNMS include the filling of i ,O00 acres of wetlands
for :onstruction of the Units 6 and 7 and related infrastructure, the location and materials placed
in poils Area B, and the impacts of building and operating radial collector wells. Impacts from
th• !e project components may include sediment and nutrient run-off and hypersaline and
hiyt •rthermal water quality conditions. These adverse impacts will most directly affect the
aqt Ltic resources and water quality of Biscayne Bay, Card Sound and vicinity; however,
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thei'e could be downstream impact on FKNMS resources. FKNMS regulations (1 5 CFR924•. 163(a)(4)(ii)) prohibit discharging or depositing, from beyond the boundary of the
Sail tuary, any material or other matter that subsequently enters the Sanctuary and injures a
Sat ~ctuary resource or quality. Therefobre, FKNMS recommends reviewing these project
con tponents to ensure that impacts to aquatic resources and water quality are adequately
add :essed.

F7K 'MS concurs with National Marine Fisheries Service comments (submitted May 22, 2015)
req~esingdevelopment of a biological monitoring and adaptive management plan to assess

ec& ogical impacts of the project at construction, implementation, and operation phase to
conp inue throughout the life of the project. FKNMS welcomes the opportunity to contribute to
deY .lopment of this plan and requests that results and outputs from any biological monitoring be
shal ed with FKNMS. FKNMS conducts water quality monitoring and special studies through its
Ion' -standing Water Quality Protection Program (WQPP). Administered by the Florida
DeI artmcnt of Environmental Protection and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the WQPP
is a~ collaborative effort dedicated to protecting and improving water quality, coral reefs,
sea rasses, fisheries and recreational opportunities within the FKNIMS. The WQPP has
sup •orted and funded long-term research and monitoring programs that track water quality, coral
ree: and seagrass communities; results from monitoring and research studies have been
inst umental in decision-making and in determining what actions are needed to sustain a healthy
eco ;ystem. As such the WQPP could help inform the design of a water quality and biological
mo~ itoring program for this project that includes potential impacts to downstream aquatic

eco ;ystcms.
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