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General Comment

I support the proposed rule change.

I imagine that most of the commenters have no idea that they have several pounds of uranium in their yard, or 
that it's not nearly as radioactive as the potassium in their soil, or that they eat and drink uranium and other 
actinides every day because they're a natural part of the environment.

In the aftermath of Chernobyl alarmists predicted tens of thousands of excess cancer deaths. Aside from a few 
easily-treated thyroid cases, there's been no increase, even among rural residents who refused to evacuate and 
kept living off their home gardens.

In the time it takes me to write this, millions of potassium-40 atoms will have violently decayed into calcium 
and argon atoms within my own body, as has happened throughout the life of every animal since the 
Cambrian period. Our cell repair handles it, just as it handles the constant, low-rate cellular deaths from a 
staggering array of natural or nefarious causes, or the toxins and carcinogens in coffee, orange juice, steak, 
and other foods, of the whiffs of mutagenic and carcinogenic benzene that we add to gasoline to make it 
"safe." (That becomes an issue whenever a tanker overturns.)

I industry workers aren't showing any detectable increase in cancer rates while having exposure limits 50 
times higher than the general public, which they aren't according to an analysis in British Journal of Cancer 
published last year, then those doses should be fine for the public, especially considering that a radiation 
release will decrease over time, so the public exposure will be far less, under the same limits, than a career 
worker in a nuclear plant.
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On the other hand, over-reaction to radiation fears has proved to be deadly, extremely expensive. and 
inconvenient to the public, since getting thrown out of your home and losing your job because of unscientific 
paranoia is definitely an inconvenience, while having patients wheeled away from their oxygen tents and 
dialysis machines to be shoved into a high-school gym has proved fatal.
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