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Dear Congressman Derrick: 

This letter is in response to your January 22, 1982 request for NRC 
on Mr. Plotnik's January 10, 1982 inquiry concerning the Duke Power Co 
intention to reduce low-level radioactive wastes.  

By letter dated December 14, 1981, Duke Power Company informed the NRC ,that 
it is their intention to file a request for approval to incinerate low-level 
radioactive waste at the Oconee Nuclear Station. To date, we have not 
received this filing. It is our understanding that a new facility is being 
designed for the Oconee Nuclear Station which will process low-level radio
active waste materials, both solid and liquid, through equipment commonly 
used for this purpose and also by use of a Fluid Bed Incinerator designed 
by Aerojet Energy Conversion Company. Since present NRC Regulations (10 CFR 
20.305) prohibit the disposal of-any licensed material by incineration except 
as specifically approved by the Commission, prior approval by the NRC is 
required before operation of the proposed facility may proceed.  

Mr. Plotnik questions whether processes involving evaporation and incinera
tion can be done without increasing the radiation released from the facility.  
The Oconee Nuclear Station continues to operate well within the NRC estab
lished radioactive effluent release limits while employing evaporation pro
cesses for volume reduction of low-level liquid radioactive wastes. In 
addition,.Duke Power Company has committed to keep radioactive effluent 
releases as low as reasonably achievable.  

Upon receipt of a request from Duke Power Company to allow incineration of 
low-level radioactive wastes at the Oconee Nuclear Station, the NRC will 
publish a "Notice of Proposed Issuance" in the Federal Register which will 
allow a 30 day public comment period on the proposed operation of this 
facility. The NRC will also, concurrent with receiving public comments, 
review the proposed design to ensure that the applicable Regulations and 
Regulatory Guides have been satisfied. We will also independently verify 
that the operation of the proposed facility will maintain radioactive 
effluents to levels as low as reasonably achievable. The results of our 
review will determine what restrictions in the Technical Specifications, in 
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addition to those already applicable, will be required for the NRC to allow 
operation of the facility.  

We trust that this information is responsive to your request.  

Sincerely, 

(Signed) T. A Rehm 

William J. Dircks 
Executive Director for 

Operations 

*See previous NRC 318 for concurrence.  
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Dear Congressman Derrick.  

This letter is in respon to your January 22, 1 2 request for NRC comments 
on Mr. Plotnik's January 1982 inquiry conc ning the Duke Power Company's 
intention to reduce low-le T1 radioactive was es.  

By letter dated December 14,> Duke Po r Company informed the NRC that 
it i,s their intention to file a quest f r approval to incinerate low-level 
radioactive waste at the Oconee uclear1 tation. To date, we have not 
received this filing. It is our u der anding that a new facility is being 
designed for! the Oconee Nuclear Sta i, which will process low-level radio
active waste materials, both solid , liqui d, through equipment commonly 
used for this purpose and also by 'e a Fluid Bed Incinerator designed 
by Aerojet Corporation. Since present RC Regulations (10 CFR 20.365) pro
hibit the disposal of any licensed mater al by incineration except.as speci
fically approved by the Commission, prior\pproval by the NRC is required 
before operation of the proposed facility ayproceed.  

Mr. Plotnik's questions whether processes inv' ving evaporation and incinera
tion can be done without increasing the radiat' n released from the facility.  
The Oconee Nuclear Station/6ontinues to operate all within the NRC estab
lished radioactive efflugnt release limits while ploying evaporation pro
cesses for volume reduclon of low-level liquid ra *oactive wastes. In 
addition, Duke Power C/mpany has committed to keep r ioactive effluent 
releases as low as rea sonably achievable.  

Upon receipt of arequest from Duke Power Company to a incineration of 
low-level radioactive wastes at the Oconee Nuclear Stat', the NRC will 
review the proposed design to ensure that the applicable l lations and 
Regulatory Gui/des have been satisfied. We will also indepe ently verify 
that the operation of the proposed facility will maintain rad ctive 
effluents to'levels as low as reasonably achievable. The results of our 
review will determine what restrictions in the Technical Specifications, in 
addition/to those already applicable, will be required for the NRC to allow 
operation of the facility.  

We trust that this information is responsive to your request.  

Sincerely, 
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