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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

National Park Service 

Archeology and Historic Preservation; 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards 
and Guldellnes 

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards and 
Guidelines for Archeology and Historic 
Preservation. These standards and 

·guidelines are not regulatory and do not 
set or interpret agency policy. They a.re 
intended to provide technical advice 
about archeological and historic 
preservation activities and methods. 
DATE: These Standards and Guidelines 
are effec!Jve on September 29, 1983. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Lawrence E. Aten, Chief, Interagency 
Resources Division, National Park 
Service, United States Department of the · 
Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240 (202-
343-9500). A Directory of Technical 
Information listing other sources of 
supporting information is available from 
the National Park Service. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Standards and Guidelines are prepared 
under the authority of Sections 101(f), 
(g), and (h), and Section 110 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966. as amended. State Historic 
Preservation Officers; Federal · 
Preservation Officers including those of 
the Department of Agriculture, 
Department of Defense, Smithsonian 
Institution and General Services 
Administration; the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation; the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation; and other 
interested parties were consulted during 
the development of the Standards and 
Guidelines; additional consultation with 
these agencies will occur as the 
Standards and Guidelines are tested 
during their first year of use. 

Purpose 

The proposed Standards and the 
philosophy on which they are based 
result from nearly twenty years of . 
intensive preservation activities at the 
Federal', State; and local levels. 

The purposes of the Standards are: 
To organize the information gathered 

about preservation activities. 
To describe results to be achieved by 

Federal agencies, States, and others 
when planning for the identification, 
evaluation, registration and treatment of 
historic properties. 

To integrate the diverse efforts of 
many enti.ties performing historic 

preservation into a systematic effort to 
preserve our nation's cultural hel'itage. 

Uses of the Standards 

The following groups or individuals 
are encouraged to use these Standards: 

Federal agency personnel responsible· 
for cultural resource management 
pursuant to Section 110 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 
in areas under Federal jurisdiction. A 
separate series, of guidelines advising 
Federal agencies on their specific 
historic preservation activities under 
Section 110 is in preparation. 

State Historic Preservation Offices 
responsible under the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended, for 
making decisions about the preservation 
of historic properties in their States in 
accordance with appropriate regulations 
and the Historic Preservation Fund 
Grants Management Manual. The State 
Historic Preservation Offices serve as 
the focal point for preservation 'planning 
and act as a central state-wide 
repository of collected information. 

Local governments wishing to 
establish a comprehensive approach to 
the identification, evaluation, 
registration and treatment of historic 
properties within their jurisdictions. 

Other individuals and organizations 
needing basic technical standards and 
guidelines for historic preservation 
activities. 

Organization 

This material is organized in three 
sections: Standards; Guidelines; and 
recommended technical sources, cited at 
the end of each set of guidelines. Users 
of this document are expected to consult 
the recommended technical sources to 
obtain guidance in specific cases. 

Review of the Standards and Guidelines 

The Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation have 
recently undergone extensive review · 
and their guidelines made current after 5 
years of field use. Users and other 
interested parties are encouraged to 
submit written comments on the utility 
of these Standards and Guidelines 
except for the Rehabilitation Standards 
mentioned above. This edition will be 
thoroughly reviewed by the National 
Park Service (including consultation 
with Federal and State agencies), after 
the end of its first full year of use and 
any necessary modifications will be 
made. Subsequent reviews are 
anticipated as needed. Comments 
should be sent to Chief, Interagency 
Resources Division, National Park 
Service, United States Department of the 
Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. 
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·Preservation planning is a process 
that organizes preservation activities 
(identification, evaluation, registration 
and treatment of historic properties) fa a 
logical sequence. The. Standards for 
Planning discuss the relationship among 
these activities while the remaining 
activity standards consider how each 
activity should be carried out. The 
Professional Qualifications Standards 
discuss the education and experience 
required to carry out various activities. 

The Standards for Planning outline a 
process that determines when an area 
should be examined for historic 
pro~rties, whether an identified 
property is significant, and how a· 
significant property should be treated. 

Preservation planning is based on the 
following principles: 

-Important historic properties cannot 
be replaced if they are destroyed. 
Preservation planning provides for 
conservative use of these properties, 
preserving them in place and avoiding 
harm when possible and altering or 
destroying properties only when 
necessary. _ 
-If planning for the preservation of 

historic properties is to have positive 
effects, it must begin before the 
identification of all significant properties 
has been completed. To make 
responsible decisions about historic 
properties, existing information must be 
used to the maximum extent and new 
information must be acquired as needed. 

-Preservation planning includes 
public participation. The planning 
process should provide a forum for open 
discussion of preservation issues. Public 
involvement is most meaningful when it 
is used to assist in defining values of 
properties and preservation planning 
issues, rather than when it is limited to 
review of decisions already made. Early 
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may be made up of discontinuous
periods of full-time or part-time work
adding up to the equivalent of a year of
full-time experience.

History

The minimum professional
qualifications in history are a graduate
degree in history or closely related field;
or a bachelor's degree in history or
closely related field plus one'of thd
following:

1. At least two years of full-time
experience in research, writing,
teaching, interpretation, or. other
demonstrable professional activity with
an academic institution, historic
organization or agency, museum, or
other professional institution; or

2. Substantial contribution through
research and publication to the body of
scholarly knowledge in the field of
history.

Archeology

The minimum professional
qualifications in archeology are a
graduate degree in archeology,
anthropology, or closely related field
plus:

1. At least one year of full-time
professional experience or equivalent
specialized training in archeological
research, administration or
management;

2. At least four months of supervised
field and analytic experience in general
North American archeology; and

3. Demonstrated ability to carry
research to completion.

In addition to these minimum
qualifications, a professional in
prehistoric archeology shall have at
least one year of full-time professional
experience at a supervisory level in the
study of archeological resources of the
prehistoric period. A professional in
historic archeology shall have at least
one year of full-time professional
experience at a supervisory level in the
study of archeological resources of the
historic period.

Architectural History

The minimum professional
qualifications in architectural history
are a graduate degree in architectural
history, art history, historic
preservation, or closely related field,
with coursework in American
architectural history; or a bachelor's
degree in architectural history, art
history, historic preservation or closely
related field plus one of the following:

1. At least two years of full-time
experience in research, writing, or
teaching in American architectural
history or restoration architecture with
an academic institution, historical

organization or agency, museum, or
other professional institution; or

2. Substantial contribution through
research and publication to the body of
scholarly knowledge in the field of
American architectural history.

Architecture.

The minimum professional
qualifications in architecture are a
professional degree in architecture plus
at least two years of full-time
experience in architecture; or a State
license to practice architecture.

Historic Architecture

The minimum professional
qualifications historic in architecture are
a professional degree in architecture or
a State license to practice architecture,
plus one of the following:

1. At least one year of graduate study
in architectural preservation, American
architectural history, preservation
planning, or closely related field; or

2. At least one year of full-time
professional experience on historic
preservation projects.

Such graduate study or experience
shall include detailed investigations of
historic structures, preparation of
historic structures research reports, and
preparation of plans and specifications
for preservation projects.

Preservation Terminology

Acquisition-the act or process of
acquiring fee title or interest other than
fee title of real property (including
acquisition of development rights or
remainder interest).

Comprehensive Historic Preservation
Planning-the organization into a logical
sequence of preservation information
pertaining to identification, evaluation,
registration and treatment of historic
properties, and setting priorities for
accomplishing preservation activities.

Historic Context-a unit created for
planning purposes that groups
-information about historic properties
based on a shared theme, specific time
period and geographical area.

Historic Property-a district, site,
building, structure or object significant
in American history, architecture,
engineering, archeology or culture at the
national, State, or local level.

Integrity-the authenticity of a
property's historic identity, evidenced
by the survival of physical
characteristics that existed during the
property's historic or prehistoric period.

Intensive Survey-a systematic,
detailed examination of an area
,designed to gather information about
historic properties sufficient to evaluate
them against predetermined criteria of

significance within specific historic
contexts.

Inventory-a list of historic properties
determined to meet specified criteria of
significance.

National Register Criteria-the
established criteria for evaluating the
eligibility of properties for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places.

Preservation (treatment)-the act or
process of applying measures to sustain
the existing form, integrity and material
of a building or structure, and the
existing form and vegetative cover of a
site..It may include initial stabilization
work, where necessary, as well as
ongoing maintenance of the historic
building materials.

Property Type-a grouping of
individual properties based on a set of
shared physical or associative
characteristics.

Protection (treatment)-the act or
process of applying measures designed
to affect the physical condition of a
property by defending or guarding it
from deterioration, loss or attack, or to
cover or shield the property from danger
or injury. In the case of buildings and
structures, such treatment is generally of
a temporary nature and anticipates
future historic preservation treatment; in
the case of archeological'sites, the
protective measure may be temporary or
permanent.

Reconnaissance Survey-an
examination of all or part of an area
accomplished in sufficient'detail to
make generalizations about the types
and distributions of historic properties
that may be present.

Reconstruction (treatment)-the act
or process of reproducing by new
construction the exact form and detail of
a vanished building, structure, or object,
or any part thereof, as it appeared at a
specific period of time.

Rehabilitation (treatment)-the act or
process of returning a property to a state
of utility through repair or alteration
which makes possible an efficient
contemporary use while preserving
those portions or features of the
property which are significant to its
historical, architectural and cultural
values.

Research design-a statement of
proposed identification, documentation,
investigation, or other treatment of a
historic property that identifies the
project's goals, methods and techniques,
expected results, and the relationship of
the expected results to other proposed
activities or treatments.

Restoration-the act or process of
accurately recovering the form and
details of a property and its setting as it
appeared at a particular period of time

44739

NJS1
Rectangle




