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July 16, 1981

.REL IMINARY NOTIFICATION

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-II-81-52

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of an event of POSSIBLE
"safety or public.interest significance. The information presented is as initially
received without verification or evaluation and is basically all that_isgkngwn by
IE staff as of this date.

FACILITY: Duke Power Company
Oconee Nuclear Station Unit 1 .
Docket No. 50-269 '
Seneca, South Carolina

SUBJECT: LOOSE PARTS IDENTIFIED IN REACTOR COOLANT SYSTEM

On Ju]y 15 while perform1ng reactor vesse] inspections using a remote>v1deo camera, as
part of the 10 year inservice inspection program, the licensee discovered loose parts

in the bottom of the Unit 1 vessel and identified that parts,were m1ss1ng from 1nterﬂaﬂ@j

vessel structures, Further inspection revealed that the 1oose or missing parts

consisted of 4 of 96 bolts and retainers attaching the thermal shield to the lower grid

flow distributor. Eighty percent of the bolts appear loose. Unit 1 was shut down
for this refueling and 1nspect1on outage on June 26, and no indications of Toose. parts
monitor alarms were observed prior to Unit shutdown.

- The Ticensee is continuing to investigate this matter.

The resident inspectors are
following the progress of the Ticensee,

Media interest is not expected. Nefther-the 1icenseé nor the NRC plan a news release
at this time. The State of South Carolina has been 1nformed

Reg1on IT (Atlanta) received notification of th1s occurrence by telephone from the
resident inspector at 7:30 a.m. on July 16.
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