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Gentl emen.  

RE: REACTOR VESSEL ATYPICAL WELD MATERIAL 

This letter confir s our telephone conversation with your staff of 
August 14, 1978.  

The NRC was advised by Babcock & Wilcox (30) on August 4, 1978, that 
a chemical analysis of an archive weldment perforded as part of the 
progrm.,for evaluati6n of reactor vessel material properties indicated 
that the nickel and silicon content of the weld iaterial were outside the 
specified range.- It has been determined that the weld filler wire 
used for that particular weld was atypical.  

As of this date, it is not known whether or not this atypical weld wire 
was used i~ the manufacture of your-reactor vessel, Therefore, we request 
that you provide the following information to us by Friday, August 18, 1978 
(a telecopy of your signed response is adequate): 

I. What interim measures, such as revised pressure/temperature limits, 
you are taking to ensure reactor vessel integrity in the event 
that the atypical weld wire was used; 

2. Your assessment as to the continued safe operation of your facility 
based on these interim measures, and 
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3. Your commitmfnt thdt these measures will continue in force pending 
the resolution of-this issue.  

Your submittal should be three signed orig-itrls plus 37 additional copies.  

Sincerely, 

Roberstj Reid, Chief 
Operatibs Reactors Branch #4 
Divisior of Operating Reactors 
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Duke Power Company 
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Charlotte, North Carolina 28242 

J. Michael McGarry, III, Esquire 
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700 Shoreham Building 
806-15th Street, NW., 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
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