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The Committee on Science, Space, and Technology Subcommittee on Energy of the U.S, 
House of Representatives will hold a hearing titled "A Review of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission's Licensing Process" on July 29, 2015, at 9:00 a.m, in room 2318 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building. I would like to request your presence to testify at this hearing. 

The purpose of this hearing is to address the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's licensing 
policies as they apply to current and prospective Department of Energy (DOE) nuclear energy 
research and development programs. As the areas that the Subcommittee will be exploring 
during this hearing will be matters related to the policies and views of the Commission itself, the 
Subcommittee members are interested to hear directly from you and your fellow Commissioners. 
We believe this hearing will provide an opportunity to better understand the position of the 
Commission on these important issues and will allow us to appropriately incorporate those views 
in our deliberations. 

Your testimony should address the following issues: 

1. The status of the Commission's license renewal process for extensions to 60 and 80 
years of commercial reactor operations and the extent to which this process benefits 
from DOE R&D programs, including the Light Water Reactor Sustainability program 
and Consortium for Advanced Simulation of Light Water Reactors (CASL). 

2. The Commission's willingness to provide the DOE with technical assistance for the 
purpose of certifying a prospective DOE fast-reactor user facility. 

3. The extent to which the Commission may, while maintaining its independence, 
provide technical assistance to the DOE for the purpose of DOE authorization and 



oversight of privately-funded prototype, non-power reactors at Department-owned 
sites as described in Section 103 of the attached legislation (H.R. 1158). 

4. The current challenges for the Commission to adapt its licensing process for non-light 
water reactor technology and the extent to which DOE R&D programs may augment 
that process, including the DOE-NRC joint initiative to establish general design 
criteria for advanced reactors. 

To allow sufficient time for questions at the hearing, please highlight the most significant 
points of your testimony in an oral presentation of no more than five minutes. You are requested 
to submit a written statement, which may be of any reasonable length and may contain 
supplemental materials; however, please be aware that the Committee cannot guarantee that 
supplemental material will be included in the printed hearing record. Please include a one-page 
summary of the major points you wish to make. Oral statements and answers to Member 
questions will be printed as part of the verbatim record of the hearing; only technical, 
grammatical, and typographical errors will be corrected. 

Witnesses testifying before the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 
Subcommittee on Energy must observe procedures governing witness testimony. These 
procedures are described in the following enclosures and provide important details concerning 
the preparation and presentation of your testimony before the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology Subcommittee on Energy on July 29, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 

• The first enclosure outlines the rules governing appearance before the Committee. 

• The second enclosure provides you with the Committee's Hearing Room Capabilities. 

• The third enclosure provides you with the Truth-In-Testimony Instructions and the Truth
In-Testimony Disclosure Form. 

• The fourth enclosure provides you with the False Statements Act Certification Form. 

Please email your testimony, biography, and truth-in-testimony form, in a searchable 
PDF format, to Michelle Stoika at michelle.stoika@mail.house.gov as soon as it is available, but 
not less than 48 hours before the hearing. Forty-five printed copies of your testimony and 
biography, and one original, signed copy of your truth-in-testimony form, must be hand 
delivered to the Committee's main office, Room 2321 Rayburn, 48 hours before the hearing. 
Due to increased security measures in place at House office buildings, you will need to contact 
Ms. Stoika at 202.225.1674 to arrange for the delivery of your testimony. We recommend that 
you attach your biography to the testimony. 

In addition, if you wish to use the Committee's multimedia facilities, a description of 
which is enclosed, please contact Committee IT staff at SSTIT@mail.house.gov. Our staff can 
usually accommodate most requests with 72 hours notice. 



If you have questions concerning any aspect of your testimony please contact Aaron 
Weston of the House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology staff at 202.225.0222. I 
look forward to your participation in the hearing. 

Sincerely, 

Subcommittee on Energy 

Enclosures 
(1) Rules Governing Appearance before the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 
(2) Hearing Room Capabilities 
(3) Truth-In-Testimony Instructions and Truth-In-Testimony Disclosure Form 
(4) False Statements Act Certification Form 
(5) H.R. 1158, Department of Energy Laboratory Modernization and Technology Transfer 

Act of 2015 

cc: The Honorable Kristine L. Svinicki, Commissioner, Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

The Honorable William C. Ostendorff, Commissioner, Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

The Honorable Jeff Baran, Commissioner, Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: WITNESSES APPEARING BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
ENERGY OF THE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND 
TECHNOLOGY DURING THE 114th CONGRESS 

FROM: 

RE: 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECHNOLOGY 

RULES GOVERNING APPEARANCE BEFORE THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

The following procedures govern witnesses appearing before the Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology for the 114th Congress: 

1. The Rules of the Committee require you to complete the attached Truth-In-Testimony 
Disclosure Form to disclose the amount and source{by agency and program) of any 
Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract thereof) received during 
the current fiscal year or either of the two previous fiscal years by you or by an entity 
represented by you which are relevant to the subject matter of your testimony or the 
hearing at which you are testifying. Should you need extra space, please provide 
additional information on a separate sheet of paper. 

2. You must submit to the Committee a draft copy of your written testimony no less 
than 72 hours, excluding weekends and Federal holidays, before you are to testify. 

3. No less than 48 hours, excluding weekends and Federal holidays, before you are to 
testify, you must also submit to the Committee: 

• An electronic copy of your final written testimony, preferably in searchable 
PDF format, including any supporting graphs, charts, or slideshows. This 
electronic version will be posted on the Committee website, and will be 
accessible by the public. 

• Forty-five (45) hard copies of your final written testimony, including 
any supporting graphs, charts, or materials; 

• An electronic copy of a short narrative biography; 

• Forty-five (45) hard copies of a short narrative biography; 
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• Two (2) hard copies of your Curriculum Vitae; and 

• Two (2) hard copies, including one signed original, of your completed Truth
In- Testimony Disclosure Form. 

5. You must notify the Committee no later than 48 hours before you are to testify if you 
want to use any multimedia capabilities as provided by the hearing room, and must 
provide all material to be presented in this fashion in hard copy form to the Committee. 
Please see Enclosure 2 for further explanation of hearing room capabilities. 

If you are using any of the room's multimedia capabilities, you or your designee must 
arrive no less than 30 minutes before the designated start time of the hearing to 
allow for set-up. Failure to do so may result in the multimedia portion of the presentation 
being canceled. 

6. Transcripts of hearings conducted by the Committee shall be published insubstantially 

verbatim form, subject only to technical, grammatical, and typographical corrections. 

NOTE: Section 210 of the Congressional Accountability Act of 1995 applies the rights 

and protections covered under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 to the 

United States Congress. Accordingly, the Committee on Science and Technology 

strives to accommodate I meet the needs of those requiring special assistance. If you 

need special accommodation or require materials in alternative formats, please 

contact the Committee on Science and Technology in advance of the scheduled event 

(3 days requested) by telephone at (202) 225-6371, by facsimile at (202) 226-0113, or 

nv (202) 226-4410. 
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COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECHNOLOGY 
HEARING ROOM CAPABILITIES 

Eguipment Capabilities 

A) PROJECTOR-The hearing room is equipped with a ceiling-mounted projector capable of 
displaying computer graphics and video feed. 

B) DROP DOWN VIDEO SCREEN-The rear of the hearing room is equipped with a large 
drop down screen viewable from the dais and side seats. 

C) WALL-MOUNTED LCD MONITORS-The hearing room is equipped with two monitors, 
one on each side of the room, for audience viewing. 

D) WITNESS MONITOR- A monitor will also be in place in front of the witness table so 
witnesses can see the screen, as well. 

Computer- Based Presentation 

Please bring your presentation on a memory stick (flash drive, thumb drive) or on your personal 
laptop to the hearing room at least a half-hour before the hearing so that we may help you set it 
up at the witness table. If you bring your presentation on a laptop, your laptop should be 
equipped with a functioning graphics port with either a VGA or MAC external connector. 
Because there are many makes and models of laptops, please be prepared to operate the external 
graphics port for your own laptop. 

Audiovisual/Multimedia Capabilities 

A) The room supports the following transmission methods to broadcast committee activities to 
remote sites: 

1. Telephone Conferencing (Audio Only). 
2. Live Audio-Video Streaming (Webcasting). 
3. Video Teleconferencing. 
4. Video and Audio overflow transmission to room 2325. 

B) The room receives House Cable TV feeds for display. 

C) The hearing room equipment can playback and display compact discs, dvd discs, and 
overhead slides. 

Eguipment Support 

Questions should be directed to Committee IT staff at SSTIT@mail.house.gov. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE TRUTH-IN-TESTIMONY 
DISCLOSURE FORM 

In General. The accompanying form is intended to assist witnesses appearing before the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology in complying with Rule XI, clause 2(g)(5) of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, and Rule III, clause ( c )( 5) of the Rules of the Committee, 
requiring that: 

In the case of a witness appearing in a nongovernmental capacity, a written statement of proposed testimony shall 
include a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of any Federal grants, cooperative agreements, or contracts, or 
contracts or payments originating with a foreign government, received during the current calendar year or either of 
the two previous calendar years by the witness or by an entity represented by the witness and related to the subject 
matter of the hearing. The disclosure . .. shall include the amount and source of each Federal grant (or subgrant 
thereof), cooperative agreement, or contract (or subcontract thereof) related to the subject matter of the hearing; 
and the amount and country of origin of any payment or contract related to the subject matter of the hearing 
originating with a foreign government. Such statements, with appropriate redactions to protect the privacy or 
security of the witness, shall be made publicly available in electronic form not later than one day after the witness 
appears. 

Please complete the form in accordance with these directions. 

1. Name (Item 1 on the form). Please provide the name of the witness in the box at the top of 
the form. 

2. Governmental Entity (Item 2). Please check the box indicating whether or not the witness 
is testifying on behalf of a government entity, such as a Federal department or agency, ora 
State or local department, agency, or jurisdiction. Trade or professional associations of 
public officials are not considered to be governmental organizations. 

3. Nongovernmental Entity (Item 3). Please check the box indicating whether or not the 
witness is testifying on behalf of an entity that is not a governmental entity. 

4. Entity(ies) to be Represented (Item 4). Please list all entities on whose behalf the witness 
is testifying. 

5. Grants, Cooperative Agreements, and Contracts (Item 5). Please list any Federal grants, 
cooperative agreements or contracts (including sub grants or subcontracts) that the witness 
personally or the entity the witness is representing has received from the Federal 
Government on or after October 1, 2012. 

6. Payments originating with a foreign government (Item 6). Please list all foreign 
government payments paid to the witness personally or to the entity the witness is 
representing. 

7. Representational Capacity (Item 7). If the answer to the question in item 2 is yes, please 
characterize the capacity in which the witness is testifying on behalf of the entities listed in 
item 4. 
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8. Affiliated Entities (Item 8). Please indicate whether the entity on whose behalf the witness 
is testifying has parent organizations, subsidiaries, or partnerships that are not represented 
by the testimony of the witness. 

9. Grants, Cooperative Agreements, and Contracts (Item 9). Please disclose grants, 
cooperative agreements, and contracts as directed. 

10. Submission. Please sign and date the form in the appropriate place. Please submit this 
form with your written testimony. Please note that under the Committee's rules, copies of a 
written statement of your proposed testimony must be submitted before the commencement 
of the hearing. To the greatest extent practicable, please also provide a copy in electronic 
format, preferably in searchable pdf format. Written testimony and the Truth-In-Testimony 
disclosure form will be made publicly available and posted on the Committee's website. 



1. Your Name: 

Enclosure 3 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Witness Disclosure Requirement - "Truth in Testimony" 
eqmre >V ouse ue 

' 
a use I! R . d b H R I XI CI 2( )(5) 

2. Are you testifying on behalf of the Federal, or a State or local 
government entity? 

3. Are you testifying on behalf of an entity that is not a government 
entity? 

Yes 

Yes 

4. Other than yourself, please list which entity or entities you are representing: 

5. Please list any Federal grants, cooperative agreements, or contracts (including 

No 

No 

subgrants or subcontracts) that l:OU or the entill: l:OU re;gresent have rec~ived on or 
after October 1, 2012: 

6. Please list any foreign government payments that l:OU or the entill: l:OU re;gresent have 
received on or after October 1, 2012: 

7. If your answer to the question in item 3 in this form is "yes," please describe your 
position or representational capacity with the entity(ies) you are representing: 

8. If your answer to the question in item 3 is "yes," do any of the Yes No 
entities disclosed in item 4 have parent organizations, subsidiaries, 
or partnerships that you are not representing in your testimony? 

9. If the answer to the question in item 3 is "yes," please list any Federal grants, 
cooperative agreements, or contracts (including subgrants or subcontracts) that were 
received by the entities listed under the question in item 4 on or after October 1, 2012, 
that exceed 10 percent of the revenue of the entities in the year received, including the 
source and amount of each grant or contract to be listed: 

I certify that the above information is true and correct. 

Signature: ______________________ Date: _______ _ 
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False Statements Act Certification 

You are specifically advised that providing false information to this Committee/Subcommittee, 
or concealing material information from this Committee/Subcommittee, is a crime, and you can 
be punished for that. If you acknowledge this, please sign the bottom of this form and return to 
the Committee. This form will be made part of the hearing record. 

Witness signature Date 
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114TH CONGRESS H R 1158 lST SESSION • • 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

MAY20, 2015 

Received; read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources 

AN ACT 
To improve management of the National Laboratories, en

hance technology commercialization, facilitate public-pri

vate partnerships, and for other purposes. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re;presenta-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
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1 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

2 (a) SHORT TITLE.-This Act may be cited as the 

3 "Department of Energy Laboratory Modernization and 

4 Technology Transfer Act of 2015". 

5 (b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.-The table of contents of 

6 this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 
Sec. 3. Savings clause. 

TITLE I-INNOVATION MANAGEMENT AT DEPARTMENT OF 
ENERGY 

Sec. 101. Technology transfer and transitions assessment. 
Sec. 102. Sense of Congress. 
Sec. 103. Nuclear energy innovation. 

TITLE TI-CROSS-SECTOR PARTNERSHIPS AND GRANT 
COMPETITIVENESS 

Sec. 201. Agreements for Commercializing Technology pilot program. 
Sec. 202. Publi~privat.e partnerships for commercialization. 
Sec. 203. Inclusion of early-stage technology demonstration in authorized tech

nology transfer activities. 
Sec. 204. Funding competitiveness for institutions of higher education and 

other nonprofit institutions. 
Sec. 205. Participation in the Innovation Corps program. 

TITLE III-ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT 

Sec. 301. Report by Government Accountability Office. 

7 SEC • .2. DEFINITIONS. 

8 In tlris Act: 

9 (1) DEP.ARTMENT.-The term "Department" 

10 means the Department of Energy. 

11 (2) NATION.AL LABORATORY.-The term "Na-

12 tional Laboratory" means a Department of Energy 

13 nonmilitary national laboratory, including-

14 (A) Ames Laboratory; 

BR 1158 RFS 
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1 (B) Argonne National Laboratory; 

2 ( C) Brookhaven National Laboratory; 

3 (D) Fermi National Accelerator Labora-

4 tory; 

5 (E) Idaho National Laboratory; 

6 (F) Lawrence Berkeley National Labora-

7 tory; 

8 ( G) National Energy Technology Labora-

9 tory; 

10 (H) National Renewable Energy Labora-

11 tory; 

12 (I) Oak Ridge National Laboratory; 

13 (J) Paeifie ~orthweRt National Lahora-

14 tory; 

15 (K) Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory; 

16 (L) Savannah River National Laboratory; 

17 (M) Stanford Linear Accelerator Center; 

18 (N) Thomas Jefferson National Accel-

19 erator Facility; an<l 

20 (0) any laboratory operated by the Na-

21 tional Nudear Security Administration, but 

22 only with respect to the civilian energy activities 

23 thereof. 

24 (3) SECRETARY.-The ter111 ''Secretary'' means 

25 the Secretary of Energy. 

HR 1158 RFS 
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1 SEC. 3. SA VIN GS CLAUSE. 

2 Nothing in this Act or an amendment made by this 

3 Act abrogates or otherwise affects the primary responsibil-

4 ities of any National 1.Jaboratory to the Department. 

5 TITLE I-INNOVATION MANAGE-
6 MENT AT DEPARTMENT OF 
7 ENERGY 
8 SEC. 101. TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER AND TRANSITIONS AS-

9 SESSMENT. 

10 Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment 

11 of this Act, and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall 

12 transmit to the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-

13 nology of the House of Representatives and the Committee 

14 on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate a report 

15 which shall include-

16 (1) an assessment of the Department's current 

17 ability to carry out the goals of section 1001 of the 

18 Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16391), in-

19 eluding an assessment of the role and effectiveness 

20 of the Director of the Office of Technology Transi-

21 tious; and 

22 (2) recommended departmental policy changes 

23 and legislative changes to section 1001 of the En-

24 ergy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16391) to im-

25 prove the Department's ability to successfully trans-

26 fer new energy technologies to the private sector. 

HR 1158 RFS 
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1 SEC. 102. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

2 It is the sense of the Congress that the Secretary 

3 should encourage the National Laboratories and federally 

4 funded research and deYelopment centers to inform small 

5 businesses of the opportunities and resources that exist 

6 pursuant to this Act. 

7 SEC. 103. NUCLEAR ENERGY INNOVATION. 

8 Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment 

9 of this Act, the Secretary, in consultation with the Na-

10 tional Laboratories, relevant Federal agencies, and other 

11 stakeholders, shall transmit to the Committee on Science, 

12 Spaee, and Technology of the House of Representatives 

13 and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resourees of 

14 the Senate a report assessing the Department's capabili-

15 ties to authorize, host, and oversee privately funded fusion 

16 and non-light water reactor prototypes and related dem-

17 onstration faeilities at Department-owned sites. For pur-

18 poses of this report, the Secretary shall consider the De-

19 partment's capabilities to facilitate privately-funded proto-

20 types up to 20 megawatts thermal output. The report shall 

21 address the following: 

22 (1) The Department's safety review and over-

23 sight capabilities. 

24 (2) Potential sites eapable of hosting research, 

25 development, and demonstration of prototype reac-

HR 1158 RFS 
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1 tors and related facilities for the purpose of reducing 

2 technical risk. 

3 (3) The Department's and National Labora-

4 tories' existing physical and technical capabilities 

5 relevant to research, development, and oversight. 

6 ( 4) The efficacy of the Department's available 

7 contractual mechanisms, including cooperative re-

8 search and development agreements, work for others 

9 agreements, and agreements for commercializing 

10 technology. 

11 (5) Potential cost structures related to physical 

12 security, decommissioning, liability, and. other long-

13 term project costs. 

14 (6) Other challenges or considerations identified 

15 by the Secretary, including issues related to poten-

16 tial cases of demonstration reactors up to 2 

17 gigawatts of thermal output. 

1s TITLE II-CROSS-SECTOR PART-
19 NERSHIPS AND GRANT COM-
20 PETITIVENESS 
21 SEC. 201. AGREEMENTS FOR COMMERCIALIZING TECH-

22 NOLOGY PILOT PROGRAM. 

23 (a) IN GENERAL.-rrhe Secretary shall carry out the 

24 Agreements for Commercializing Technology pilot pro-

HR 1158 RFS 
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1 gram of the Department, as announced by the Secretary 

2 on December 8, 2011, in accordance with this section. 

3 (b) TERMS.-Each agreement entered into pursuant 

4 to the pilot program referred to in subsection (a) shall 

5 provide to the contractor of the applicable National Lab-

6 oratory, to the maximum extent determined to be appro-

7 priate by the Secretary, increased authority to negotiate 

8 contract terms, such as intellectual property rights, pay-

9 ment structures, performance guarantees, and multiparty 

10 collaborations. 

11 ( c) ELIGIBILITY.-

12 (1) IN GENERAL.-Any director of a National 

13 Laboratory may enter into an agreement punmant 

14 to the pilot program referred to in subsection (a). 

15 (2) AGREEMENTS WITH NON-FEDERAL ENTI-

16 TIES.-To carry out paragraph (1) and subject to 

17 paragraph (3), the Secretary shall permit the direc-

18 tors of the National Laboratories to execute agree-

19 mentr:::; with a non-Federal entity, ineluding a non-

20 Federal entity already receiving Federal funding 

21 that will be used to support activities under agTee-

22 men ts executed pursuant to paragraph ( 1), provided 

23 that such funding is solely used · to carry out the 

24 purposes of the Federal award. 

lffi 1158 RFS 
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1 (3) RESTRICTION.-The requirements of chap-

2 ter 18 of title 35, United States Code (commonly 

3 known as the "Bayh-Dole .Act") shall apply if-

4 (A) the agreement is a funding agreement 

5 (as that term is defined in section 201 of that 

6 title); and 

7 (B) at least 1 of the parties to the funding 

8 agreement is eligible to receive rights under 

9 that chapter. 

10 (d) SUBMISSION TO SECRET.ARY.-Each affected di-

ll rector of a National Laboratory shall submit to the Sec-

12 retary, with respect to each agreement entered into under 

13 thiR i::ection-

14 ( 1) a summary of information relating to the 

15 relevant project; 

16 (2) the total estimated costs of the project; 

17 ( 3) eRtimate<l commencement and completion 

18 dates of the project; and 

19 ( 4) other do(mmentation determined to be ap-

20 propriate by the Secretary. 

21 (e) CERTIFICATION.-The Secretary shall require the 

22 contractor of the affected National Laboratory to certify 

23 that each activity carried out under a project for which 

24 an agreement is entered into under this section-

HR 1158 RFS 
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1 (1) is not in direct competition with the private 

2 sector; and 

3 (2) does not present, or nurnm1zes, any appar-

4 ent conflict of interest, and amids or neutralizes any 

5 actual conflict of interest, as a result of the agTee-

6 ment under this section. 

7 (f) EXTENSION.-The pilot program referred to in 

8 subsection (a) ·shall be extended until October 31, 2017. 

9 (g) REPORTS.-

10 (1) OVERALL ASSESSMENT.-Not later than 60 

11 days after the date described in subsection (f), the 

12 Secretary, in coordination with directors of the Na-

13 tioual Laboratories, shall submit to the Committee 

14 on Science, Space, and Technology of the House of 

15 Representatives and the Committee on Energy and 

16 Natural Resources of the Senate a report that-

17 (A) assesses the overall effectiveness of the 

18 pilot program referred to in subsection (a); 

19 (B) ideutifie:::; opportunitie:::; to improve the 

20 effectiveness of the pilot program; 

21 (C) assesses the potential for program ac-

22 tivities to interfere with the responsibilities of 

23 the National Laboratories to the Department; 

24 and 

HR 1158 RFS 
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1 (D) provides a recommendation regarding 

2 the future of the pilot program. 

3 (2) TRANSPARENCY.-The Secretary, in coordi-

4 nation with directors of the National Laboratories, 

5 shall submit to the Committee on Science, Space, 

6 and Technology of the House of Representatives and 

7 the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of 

8 the Senate an annual report that accounts for all 

9 incidences of, and provides a justification for, non-

10 Federal entities using funds derived from a Federal 

11 contract or award to carry out agTeements pursuant 

12 to this section. 

13 SEC. 202. PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS FOR COMMER-

14 CIALIZATION. 

15 (a) IN GENERAL.-Subject to subsections (b) and (c), 

16 the Secretary shall delegate to directors of the National 

17 LahoratorieR Rig11ature authority with reRpect to any 

18 agreement described in subsection (b) the total cost of 

19 which (induding the N atioual Laboratory contributions 

20 and project recipient cost share) is less than $1,000,000, 

21 if such an agreement falls within the scope of-

22 (1) a strategic plan for the National Laboratory 

23 that has been approved by the Department; or 

HR 1158 RFS 
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1 (2) the most recent Congressionally approved 

2 budget for Department activities to be carried out by 

3 the National Laboratory. 

4 (b) AGREEMENTS.-Subsection (a) applies to-

5 (1) a cooperative research and development 

6 agreement; 

7 (2) a non-Federal work-for-others agreement; 

8 and 

9 (3) any other agreement determined to be ap-

10 propriate by the Secretary, in collaboration with the 

11 directors of the National Laboratories. 

12 (c) ADlVIINISTRATIOR-

13 (1) AccOUNTABILITY.-The direetor of the af-

14 fected National Laboratory and the affected con-

15 tractor shall carry out an agreement under this sec-

16 tion in accordance with applicable policies of the De-

17 partment, including by ensuring that the agTeement 

18 does not compromise any national security, eco-

19 nom1c, or environmental interest of the United 

20 States. 

21 (2) CERTIFICATION.-The director of the af-

22 fected National Laboratory and the affected con-

23 tractor shall certify that each activity carried out 

24 under a project for which an agreement is entered 

25 into under this section does not present, or mini-

HR 1158 RFS 
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1 m1zes, any apparent conflict of interest, and avoids 

2 or neutralizes any actual conflict of interest, as a re-

3 sult of the agreement under this section. 

4 (3) AV.AILABILITY OF RECORDS.-Within 30 

5 days of entering an agreement under this section, 

6 the director of a National Laboratory shall submit 

7 to the Secretary for monitoring and review all 

8 records of the National Laboratory relating to the 

9 agreement. 

10 ( 4) RATES.-The director of a National Lab-

11 oratory may charge higher rates for services per-

12 formed under a partnership ~greement entered into 

13 purnuant to thiR Rection, regardleRs of the full c~ost 

14 of recovery, if such funds are used exclusively to 

15 support further research and development activities 

16 at the respective National Laboratory. 

17 (d) EXCEPTION.-This section does not apply to any 

18 agTeement with a majority foreign-owned company. 

19 (e) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.-Seetion 1~ of the 

20 Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 

21 U.S.C. 3710a) is amended-

22 (1) in subsection (a)-

23 

24 

25 

(A) by redesignating paragTaphs (1) and 

(2) as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively, 

and indenting the subparagraphs appropriately; 

HR 1158 RFS 
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1 (B) by striking "Each Federal agency" 

2 and inserting the following: 

3 "(1) IN GENERAL.-Except as provided in para-

4 graph (2), each Federal agency"; and 

5 (C) by adding at the end the following: 

6 "(2) EXCEPTION.-Notwithstanding paragraph 

7 (1), in accordance with section 202(a) of the Depart-

8 ment of Energy Laboratory Modernization and 

9 Technology Transfer Act of 2015, approval by the 

10 Secretary of Energy shall not be required for any 

11 technology transfer agreement proposed to be en-

12 tered into by a National Laboratory of the Depart-

13 ment of Energy, the total cost of whieh (inc~luding 

14 the National Laboratory contributions and project 

15 recipient cost share) is less than $1,000,000."; and 

16 (2) in subsection (b), by striking "subsection 

17 (a)(l)" each place it appearn and inserting ".suh-

18 section (a)(l)(A)". 

19 SEC. 203. INCLUSION OF EARLY-STAGE TECHNOLOGY DEM-

20 ONSTRATION IN AUTHORIZED TECHNOLOGY 

21 TRANSFER ACTIVITIES. 

22 Section 1001 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 

23 U.S.C. 16891) is amended by-

24 (1) redesignating subsection (g) as subsection 

25 (h); and 
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1 (2) inserting after subsection (f) the following: 

2 "(g) EARLY-STAGE TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRA-

3 TION.-The Secretary shall permit the directors of the Na-

4 tional Laboratories to use funds authorized to support 

5 technology transfer within the Department to carry out 

6 early-stage and pre-commercial technology demonstration 

7 activities to remove technology barriers that limit private 

8 sector interest and demonstrate potential commercial ap-

9 plications of any research and technologies arising from 

10 National Laboratory activities.". 

11 SEC. 204. FUNDING COMPETITIVENESS FOR INSTITUTIONS 

12 OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND OTHER NON-

13 PROFIT INSTITUTIONS. 

14 Section 988(b) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 

15 U.S.C. 16352(b)) is amended-

16 ( 1) in paragraph ( 1), by striking "Except as 

17 provided in paragTaphs (2) and (3)" and inserting 

18 "Except as provided in paragraphs (2), (3), and 

19 (4)"; and 

20 ( 2) by adding at the end the following: 

21 "( 4) EXEMPTION FOR INSTITUTIONS OF HIGH-

22 ER EDUCATION AND OTHER NONPROFIT INSTITU-

23 TIONS.-

24 "(A) IN GENERAL.-Paragraph (1) shall 

25 not apply to a :research or development activity 
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performed by an institution of higher education 

or nonprofit institution (as defined in section 4 

of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation 

Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3703)). 

"(B) TERMINATION DATE.-The exemp

tion under subparagTaph (.A) shall apply during 

the 6-year period beginning on the date of en

actment of this paragraph.". 

9 SEC. 205. PARTICIPATION IN THE INNOVATION CORPS PRO-

10 GRAM. 

11 The Secretary may enter into an agTeement with the 

12 Director of the National Science Foundation to enable re-

13 searchern funded by the Department to partieipate in the 

14 National Science Foundation Innovation Corps program. 

15 TITLE III-ASSESSMENT OF 
16 IMPACT 
17 SEC. 301. REPORT BY GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OF-

18 FICE. 

19 Not later than ~3 yearn after the date of enactment 

20 of this .Act, the Comptroller General of the U nitecl States 

21 shall submit to Congress a report-

22 (1) describing the results of the projects devel-

23 oped under sections 201, 202, and 20!3, including in-

24 formation regarding-
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1 (A) partnerships initiated as a result of 

2 those projects and the potential linkages pre-

3 sented by those partnerships with respect to na-

4 tional priorities and other taxpayer-funded re-

5 search; and 

6 (B) whether the activities carried out 

7 under those projects result in-

8 (i) fiscal savings; 

9 (ii) expansion of National Laboratory 

10 capabilities; 

11 (iii) increased efficiency of technology 

12 transfers; or 

13 (iv) an inereaRe m general efficiency 

14 of the National Laboratory system; and 

15 (2) assess the scale, scope, efficacy, and impact 

16 of the Department's efforts to promote technology 

17 transfer and private sector engagement at the Na-

18 tional Laboratories, and make recommendations on 

19 how the Department ean improve thei:;e aetivities. 

Passed the House of Representatives May 19, 2015. 

Attest: 
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KAREN L. HAAS, 

Clerk. 
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