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MAY -4 201

Ms. Catherine Haney, Director

Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

RE:  Westinghouse Electric Company, LL.C Hematite Radioactive Site Proposal for Fate of
Materials Surrounding the Laclede Gas Company’s Natural Gas Pipeline (SNM-0033)

Dear Ms. Haney:

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources is writing to you concerning Westinghouse
Electric Company’s correspondence to the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) letters, dated December 17, 2014, and January 15, 2015, regarding the fate of potentially
contaminated soils under an 8-inch high pressure natural gas pipeline that crosses the Hematite
site.

Westinghouse is proposing exhumation of contaminated soils to the top of the pipe but would
then deem inaccessible a trapezoid of soil that is 2 feet distance from each side of the pipe and
increases in width at a rate of 1 foot each side per 1 foot of excavation depth. With a minimum
depth to pipeline of 4 feet and a typical depth to bedrock of 34 feet, this would potentially be a
30 feet deep and 64 feet wide trapezoid of soil. Laclede Gas is requesting consideration by
Westinghouse of an alternative that would include relocating of the pipeline, at Westinghouse’s
expense, thus allowing exhumation of contaminated materials within this area.

To address these concerns, the department has requested that Westinghouse supply a report
summarizing potential impacts of their proposal on the environmental remedy of which volatile
organic compounds, polyaromatic hydrocarbons, and arsenic are contaminants-of-concern. We
currently have reason to believe there is a potential for contaminants to exist in concentrations
above Remediation Goals within the vicinity of the pipeline. There is data for soils adjoining
this area suggesting contamination may be present at concentrations high enough to be
considered Principle Threat Waste. The department has made this request to Westinghouse, but
will need time to obtain their assessment and complete our review. Therefore, we request that
the NRC delay this decision to allow both of our agencies time to review the data from
Westinghouse.



Ms. Catherine Haney
Page Two

This will provide additional information towara ensuring a decision that is protective of human
health and the environment. This will also allow our siaff more time to share data and commenis
in order to coordinate a response. Additicnally, we request an opportunity for the Missouri
Department of Health and Senior Services to consider Westinghouse’s proposal, regarding the
radiological contamination and provide commeznts on this subjeci.

If the NRC does not believe it has the flexibility io delay and must proceed immediately with a
decision, we request that the NRC allow an opportunity for public comment on its decision.

Thank you for consideration of our request. Please feel free to contact Ms. Tiffany Drake of
my staft, at (573) 526-9830. You may address written correspondence to her attention at the
Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Hazardous Waste Program, P.O. Box 176,
Jetterson City, MO 65102-0176.

Sincerely,
/DEBARTMENAT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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Sara Parker Pauley
Director
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c: Ms. Tiffany Drake, Missouii Depaitiment of Natural Resources
Mr. John Hayes, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Ms. Kara L. Valentine, Missouri Attorney General’s Office



