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General Comment

Florida Power and Light is seeking permission to build two new nuclear reactors at its existing plant next to
Biscayne National Park and other natural areas; the project would be highly water-intensive, likely threatening
Biscayne Bay and the Biscayne Aquifer. It would threaten other sensitive marine resources, including dozens of
federally protected species such as the American crocodile, Florida manatee and five species of sea turtle. In
addition, power lines from the expanded plant could be run across the eastern side of Everglades National Park.
With rapid advances in technology and possible release of previously suppressed methods of clean energy
generation, adding additional nuclear facilities seems foolish and shortsighted. It also represents a national
security threat, with nuclear facilities a target for any nation or group seeking to inflict harm by triggering a
nuclear disaster through attack or sabotage. South Florida is a beautiful place that is envied and visited by many
around the world. Placing it at increased risk of environmental harm and nuclear disaster is a travesty, and being
in denial and telling ourselves a disaster can't happen here is not wise and not necessary.

This goes far beyond the discussion of whether nuclear power is the right or wrong choice at this point in time,
said Matthew Schwartz, executive director at South Florida Wildlands Association. Biodiversity in the
ecosystem surrounding the existing Turkey Point plant is second to none. This is absolutely the wrong location
for a massive new engineering project of this scale.

Turkey Point is on the shoreline and adjacent to Biscayne National Park, one of the nations largest marine parks
famous as an ecotourism destination and teeming with wildlife, said Jaclyn Lopez, Florida director at the Center
for Biological Diversity. But with two new reactors, Turkey Point would become one of the largest nuclear
facilities in the country. Marine parks and huge nuclear plants simply dont go together. Important natural
resources would be in serious jeopardy. SUNSI Review Complete
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The new reactors will require 90 million gallons a day of Miami-Dades treated wastewater for cooling. The
vented hot steam will likely contain household chemicals, pharmaceuticals, bacteria and viruses that end up in
the countys wastewater. Even in small amounts, these can affect human health and terrestrial and marine
environments like mangroves, seagrass beds and coral reefs. The aerosol mist can be dispersed widely by wind
and water currents.

If there is insufficient treated wastewater for cooling the reactors, the radial wells used for back-up cooling
would become one of the largest well-fields in the Southeast and could lead to further saltwater intrusion into
the Biscayne Aquifer, a major problem already impinging on South Floridas limited freshwater supply.

There are a state-managed aquatic preserve, expansive wetland habitat preserve, two national parks and a
national wildlife refuge all within six miles of the proposed site. The half-life of the main fuel, U-235, is 703.8
million years. Plutonium is also routinely created in the process of running a nuclear plant. It is highly toxic and
its various isotopes have half-lives ranging from about 25,000 to 80 million years.

These extremely dangerous substances will require secure storage and protection for a very long period of time
in an area likely to be hard hit by increasing sea-level rise, storm surges and hurricanes.

FPL has spent years developing their PR and campaigns to influence the public and public officials to enable
their plan to go forward (often giving false or misleading information to silence safety and environmental
concerns), rather than accepting the validity of objections and developing a more progressive and
environmentally friendly plan for the future of energy in Florida. Safe home energy generation via technologies
such as those developed by the Tesla Corp. will reduce the need for power generation from utility company
plafhts. It's time for FPL to face the future rather than fight it, and for public officials to promote the public
interest rather than short term corporate financial interests.
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