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The NIST Building and Fire Research Laboratory (BFRL) has undertaken a project concerning the
effect of fire on high strength concrete. Heating concrete to sufficiently high temperatures results
in water of hydration being driven off, with a resultant irreversible loss of concrete strength. In
addition, it has been observed that rapid heating of high strength concrete can result in spalling of
the concrete. Computer models for prediction of temperature and pore pressure distributions in
heated concrete typically include consideration of (1) mass transfer of air and water by diffusion and
by forced convection, conversion of liquid water to vapor, and release of water of hydration and (2)
heat transfer by conduction, mass diffusion, and forced convection. In order to make valid
predictions, the computer models require reliable data as to the physical properties of the concrete.
Mass transport properties are being investigated by the Building Materials Division. Thermal
transport properties, the subject of this report, are being investigated by the Building Environment
Division. The present report addresses (1) identification of material properties critical to prediction
of heat and mass transfer in high strength concrete at high temperatures, (2) variation of the thermal
properties with temperature, pressure, and thermal history, (3) examination of correlations between
concrete composition and thermal properties, (4) identification of appropriate experimental
techniques for determination of the thermal properties of high strength concrete, (5) identification
of available equipment and testing services for carrying out such measurements, and (6) preliminary
design of special -equipment that needs to be constructed for measurement of the thermal
conductivity of concrete.
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The nomenclature list below is limited to those symbols that are used in the main body of this report.
The symbols used in Sections 2.1, 2.2, and 2.3 are not included, since the symbols used there, and
defined there, are those of the various investigators whose work is being cited and they are not used
elsewhere in this report. The symbols used for the various equations in Appendices A and B are not
included since they are defined as they are used in those appendices.
A

relative mass [kg/kg] = [I] of water that would fill voids

B

bulk modulus [Pa]

C

specific heat [J/kg.K] at constant pressure

C

sensible heat contribution to the specific heat [J/kg'K]

D

mass diffusivity [m2/s]

f

volume fraction [m3/m3 ]

H

enthalpy [J/kg]

K

permeability

Q

length [m]

m

dimensionless constant used in the Bruggeman mixture rule (Eq. (55)

rh

mass flux [kg/m 2 's]

n

index of summation

p

partial pressure [Pal

P

pressure [Pa], porosity [m 3/m 3] = [1], or fraction of area or of length (Eq. (75))

q

heat flux [W/m 2]

S

source term [kg/m 3.s] for creation of liquid or vapor

t

time [s]

T

temperature [K]

v

volume fraction [m3/m3]

V

volume

W

mass [kg]

x

coordinate axis [m]

[1]

[M 2 ]

=

[1]

[M 3]

Greek
x

coefficient of linear thermal expansion [m/m.K]

P3

coefficient of volumetric thermal expansion [m-3 /m-3 -K] = [K 1 ]

y

dimensionless constant in Harmathy's form of Hamilton-Crosser mixture rule (Eqs. (58)-(59))

xii

[K']

6

mass diffusivity [kg/m-s.Pa] when the partial pressure gradient is the driving force; this
quantity is usually called "permeability" in the building research literature

AJ-/p heat of reaction, or latent heat contribution to the specific heat [J/kg.K]
S

degree of conversion of a chemical reaction (0 s C

I)

rI

dimensionless constant used in the Hamilton-Crosser mixture rule (Eq. (57))

K

thermal diffusivity [m2/s]

A

thermal conductivity [W/m.K]

gi

viscosity [kg/m's]

S

moisture capacity [kg/kg] = [1]

it

3.14159265...

p

density [kg/m 3]

4)

a particular property of interest

6o

mass fraction [kg/kg] = [1]

Subscripts

0

reference

1,2

component

c

forced convection, cement, or continuous phase

d

diffusion, or dispersed phase

i

component

m

mass

n

non-evaporable water

P

at constant pressure

s

saturation

u

energy

w

water
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The NIST Building and Fire Research Laboratory (BFRL) has undertaken several projects concerned
with the performance of high strength concrete. One of these projects concerns the effect of fire on
high strength concrete. Heating concrete to sufficiently high temperatures results in water of
hydration being driven off, with a resultant irreversible loss of concrete strength. In addition, it has
been observed that rapid heating of high strength concrete can result in spalling of the concrete. The
most common explanation for this phenomenon is that, because of the very low permeability of high
strength concrete, the moisture freed during dehydration (release of chemically bound water) cannot
escape quickly enough to prevent a large buildup in pore pressure, which "blows off" some of the
concrete. Another possible explanation for the observed spalling is that it occurs due to the large
thermal stresses encountered under fire conditions.
Several computer models have been developed to predict temperature and pore pressure distributions
in concrete exposed to simulated fire conditions. It probably will be necessary to develop a
companion computer program to predict spalling and strength loss. BFRL is examining such
computer programs to ascertain how reliably they can predict the overall response of high strength
concrete structures to fire conditions and, hopefully, can provide insights into possible spalling
prevention procedures.
The computer models for prediction of temperature and pore pressure distributions utilize an analysis
procedure that involves the strongly coupled heat and mass transfer within the concrete. Such models
typically include consideration of mass transfer of air and water by diffusion and by forced
convection, conversion of liquid water to vapor, and release of water of hydration and heat transfer
by conduction, mass diffusion, and forced convection with inclusion of the effects of the heat of
vaporization of water, the heat of dehydration, and the thermal capacity of the concrete. Regardless
of how good the computer programs are, in order to make valid predictions, they require reliable data
as to the physical properties of the concrete. Mass transport properties are being investigated by the
Building Materials Division. Thermal transport properties, the subject of this report, are being
investigated by the Building Environment Division.
The present report addresses (1) identification of material properties critical to prediction of heat
and mass transfer in high strength concrete at high temperatures, (2) variation of these properties
with temperature, pressure, and thermal history, (3) examination of correlations between concrete
composition and thermal properties, (4) identification of appropriate experimental techniques for
determination of the thermal properties of high strength concrete, (5) identification of available
equipment and testing services for carrying out such measurements, and (6) preliminary design of
special equipment that needs to be constructed for measurement of one or more thermal properties.
Section 2 of this report provides an overview of heat and mass transfer in porous media, identifies
the properties that are required in mathematical modeling of heat and mass transfer, and provides
the mass and energy conservation equations for several different models that have been previously
developed. Section 3 provides an overview of the available data on thermal properties of normal and
high strength concrete. Section 4 is a discussion of various correlations and procedures that might
be useful in prediction of the thermal properties of concrete. In Section 5, various experimental
I

techniques tor determination of the needed thermal properties are aescnDe. i ne current avaiamlnity
of apparatus and testing services, for these properties, is covered in Section 6, with the aim of
determining whether NIST has the appropriate capabilities, should procure or build appropriate
equipment, or should rely on testing at outside laboratories. It is concluded that no suitable
equipment for high temperature thermal conductivity measurements is available and that NIST needs
to develop such capability. Accordingly, Section 7 provides a preliminary design of the apparatus
that is proposed to be built for high temperature thermal conductivity measurements.
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2. Modeling of Simultaneous Heat and Mass Transfer in Porous Media
When moisture is present, a very complex analysis can be required to deal with the coupled heat and
mass transfer that can occur, involving both liquid mass transfer and vapor mass transfer. In
general, moisture transport may include air-vapor mixture flow due to forced convection, free
convection, and infiltration through cracks and pores; vapor transport by diffusion; flow of liquid
due to diffusion, capillary action, or gravity; and the further complications associated with phase
changes due to condensation/evaporation, freezing/thawing, ablimation/sublimation, and
adsorption/desorption. There is a vast literature concerned with moisture transfer in' materials and
with simultaneous heat and mass transfer. The literature concerning moisture flow in porous
materials encompasses the development of analytical/mathematical models, experimental studies,
combined experimental and analytical studies, field studies, and retrofit studies. Much theoretical
and experimental work has been done on the development of the theory of heat and mass transfer,
separately and together, in porous media. This work comes mainly from the fields of drying,
chemical processing, and building research, as well as from geophysics. However, in general it is
fair to state that consistent and universally reliable analytical approaches and test methods are yet
to be achieved for predicting combined heat and moisture transfer through porous media.
While analytical approaches differ, in general it is customary to write a set of coupled equations in
which there are three "currents," such as heat flow, liquid water flow, and water vapor flow. Each
current has three components, driven by one of three "forces," the temperature gradient, the gradient
in liquid water content, and the gradient in water vapor content. Thus there are nine coefficients
corresponding to the nine "conductivities" or "diffusivities" relating the currents and the forces. The
Onsager reciprocal relations reduce the number of independent coefficients to six. Depending upon
the application and the investigator, the moisture contents may be written in a variety of ways (e.g.,
mass or volume or relative humidity of moisture per mass or volume of medium). There also is a
variety of choices used for the currents and for the forces. A few of the approaches used are
discussed below.
The "apparent" thermal conductivity can be thought of as the ratio of the heat flux to the temperature
gradient, even though the heat flux is also affected by the gradients in liquid-phase and vapor-phase
moisture content. If moisture is migrating slowly, it can appear as if the apparent thermal
conductivity is constant. However as the local moisture content changes over time, the true thermal
conductivity will change, the heat transport associated with the fluxes of liquid and vapor will
change, and thus the apparent thermal conductivity will change.
Obviously, the extensive theoretical literature concerned with heat and mass transfer in porous media
cannot be reviewed in this report. Rather the approach taken is to (1) provide an overview of what
happens when a concrete wall is exposed to fire conditions (and define various terms), (2) use the
principles of irreversible thermodynamics to derive the much simpler problem of diffusion of a
single gas through a porous media, (3) summarize the theoretical results which three different
investigations found for the mass flux densities and energy flux density of coupled heat and moisture
transfer through a porous medium in the absence of convective mass transfer, and (4) summarize the
equations used in the Ahmed model (which does include convection) for predicting temperatures and
pore pressures in concrete exposed to fire conditions.
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2.1 Overview of Heat and Mass Transfer in Concrete Exposed to Fire
For concrete, particularly at high temperature, one cannot predict heat transfer from just the
traditional thermal properties: thermal conductivity and volumetric specific heat (or, under some
conditions, one of these properties plus thermal diffusivity). Movement of air, water, and possibly
carbon dioxide through the concrete is accompanied by significant energy transfer, particularly
associated with the latent heat of water and the heats of hydration and dehydration. Because of the
high pore pressures that result when high-strength concrete is exposed to a fire, it is necessary to
consider forced convection as well as diffusion.
Consider a concrete slab that initially may have small temperature gradients, e.g., due to indoor-tooutdoor temperature differences. Further, the extent of hydration of the concrete may not be uniform
throughout the structure. Because of the heat released during initial curing and drying out of the
concrete near one or both surfaces, there may be a higher amount of hydration in the middle of the
material than near the surfaces. The free moisture content also may vary throughout the concrete if
the different surfaces have been exposed to different humidities.
At the beginning of a fire, the temperature of the exposed side of the concrete slab will rise rapidly.
Free moisture, both liquid and vapor, will migrate toward the cold side of the concrete. Initially, this
moisture movement occurs by diffusion processes, where the driving force may be considered to be
the gradient in moisture content (commonly expressed as partial pressure, humidity, molar or mass
fraction, or molar or mass density). As the temperature of the fire-exposed side increases, any free
liquid water will boil off and migrate toward the colder side where some of it will condense. The
latent heat required to boil the liquid water will retard the rate of temperature rise at that location.
When water vapor is transported into a colder region, some of it is absorbed into the concrete, with
a heat of sorption that is approximately equal to the latent heat associated with condensation of free
water vapor into liquid, so that significant heat is released. As moisture moves into the slab and the
interior temperature rises towards 100 °C, portions of the slab may experience additional hydration
(conversion of free water to chemically bound water), with an attendant release of heat. When the
temperature of any portion of the concrete slab exceeds (roughly) the boiling point of water (at the
local pressure) some dehydration (release of chemically bound water) will begin to take place, with
an attendant absorption of heat. The dehydration reactions continue to temperatures in excess of
800 °C, with the most pronounced reaction being the dehydration of calcium hydroxide between 400
and 600 'C. The free water introduced into the concrete tries to diffuse toward the cold side.
However, high-strength concrete is not very permeable to water vapor and is even less permeable
(by, say, roughly two orders of magnitude) to liquid water. Thus the moisture cannot escape as
rapidly as it is being released and the pore pressure in the concrete will rise substantially.
Eventually, liquid water may fill the concrete pores at a location ahead of the temperature front,
creating a condition known as moisture clog, where the liquid water blocks the transfer of water
vapor toward the cold side of the slab. Under such conditions, the pore pressure will result in forced
convective mass transfer of superheated steam and air to the heated side of the slab.
For concrete with carbonate aggregates, the situation is further complicated. Between 660 and
980 'C, calcium carbonate breaks down into calcium oxide with the release of carbon dioxide.
Magnesium carbonate is similarly decomposed between 740 and 840 °C. Both reactions are
4

endothermic, thus absorbing heat and delaying temperature rise in the concrete. Quartz undergoes
a pronounced phase transformation, with an accompanying volume increase, at about 573 *C.
During temperature exposure of the concrete, its transport properties for both heat and mass can
change quite significantly due to differential thermal expansion opening up microcracks and changes
to the solid structure associated with chemical decomposition of the cement paste (dehydration) and
of any carbonate aggregates (conversion to oxides), both processes leading to less dense material and
thus lower thermal conductivity (and thermal diffusivity) and higher mass transport properties.
In the absence of mass transfer and chemical reactions, conductive heat transfer is described by

a X aT)

P)Ca T

at

ax

ax1

where T is temperature [K], t is time [s], p0 is the bulk density [kg/m3 ] of the medium, C is specific
heat [J/kg-K], and X is thermal conductivity [W/m.K]. If there are no other mechanisms of heat
transfer and if Xcan be assumed to be constant, this equation can be replaced by

a2 T
ax2,

I aT

K at

(2)

where K = k/p, C, the ratio of thermal conductivity to volumetric specific heat, is known as the
thermal diffusivity [m2/s]. For a boundary value problem with prescribed surface temperatures as
functions of time, the interior temperatures versus time depend only on the thermal diffusivity and
it is not necessary to know the thermal conductivity or the specific heat separately.
(Correspondingly, in measuring thermal diffusivity it is only necessary to measure a geometrical
factor and a temperature variation with time; no power or energy measurements are required.) For
a boundary value problem with a prescribed heat flux or with a radiation boundary condition, the
temperature variation with time depends upon both thermal conductivity and thermal diffusivity (or
upon one of these properties plus the volumetric heat capacity).
When exothermic or endothermic chemical reactions, or phase changes in the solid concrete, take
place, it is preferable to replace Eq. (1) with

P
aT

(3)

aT
at

a

A ax

where H is enthalpy [J/kg] and P is pressure [Pa]. If the degree of conversion from the reactants
into the products is designated by ( (0 • C g 1), Eq. (3) can be rewritten as
+ L at a
~~aT)

at

5

X

ax ( ax)

(4)
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where C represents the sensible heat contribution to the specific heat at a given degree of
conversion, and the term involving AHP, the heat of reaction, is the latent heat contribution.
Sometimes the latent heat term is written as a heat source/sink term.
Turning now to mass transfer, diffusion is first considered. Assuming that Fick's law for diffusion
holds, the mass flux due to a gradient in the density of the diffusing fluid is simply
hd=

-D

Ox

(5)

,

where hd is the mass flux [kg/m 2 "s] due to diffusion, p is the density [kg/mI3] of the fluid, and D is
the mass diffusivity [m2/s]. In the building research literature, for moisture transfer this equation
is often expressed in terms of partial pressures as
x

d

(6)

'

where p is the partial pressure [Pa] and 8 is usually called the "permeability" [kg/m-s.Pa] rather than
being called a mass diffusivity. For diffusion of water vapor, a similar expression is often seen with
the driving force being the gradient in the humidity.
For forced convection through a porous medium, the mass flux is given approximately by

mx

K

(7)

p ax

where P is the total pressure [Pa], p is the density [kg/m 3] of the moving fluid, p is the viscosity
[kg/m's] of the moving fluid, and K is the permeability [m2] of the medium for the particular fluid.
(Often experimental results will indicate that K is not really a constant but varies with the pressure
gradient so that a more complex expression may be required.)
-

The energy transport (heat flux) associated with a mass flux is simply
q = rhH ,(8)
where H is the enthalpy of the moving fluid. The net energy content per unit volume (i.e., the
additional term to be included in the energy differential equation, Eq. (4)) is
Mh. aH =Ir

Ox

) aT,
-= rhC-BT
aJH')
Ox
aT Pox

(9)

where C is the heat capacity of the moving fluid. If, as is the case with water, a phase change and
the associated latent heat are involved, it is necessary to deal appropriately with the step function in
the enthalpy.
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In the case ot dlittusion or torcec convection or a gas, aDsorption an ciesorption Dy tfe medium
(concrete) probably can be ignored. However, for moisture transfer at temperatures below the
boiling point of water (at the local pressure), absorption effects are quite important and the mass
storage of water, and the associatedenthalpy storage, need to be considered. Absorption/desorption
of water vapor is usually described in terms of sorption isotherms, curves which relate the
equilibrium absorbed moisture content of a medium, at a specific temperature, to the moisture
content (usually expressed as vapor pressure or humidity) to which it is exposed. At low humidities,
absorption is mainly by adsorption, first in monomolecular layers and then in multimolecular layers.
Above about 40 percent relative humidity, capillary condensation begins in the smallest micropores
of the material and then, as the humidity increases, there is condensation in larger pores and cracks,
due to the depression of vapor pressure over the curved menisci of the water-filled capillaries.
Porous materials exhibit hysteresis, so that absorption isotherms differ from desorption isotherms.
The moisture capacity of a material is defined as the slope of the sorption isotherm (analogous to
the heat capacity being the slope of the enthalpy-versus-temperature curve). The moisture capacity
increases markedly as the water vapor pressure increases toward the saturation vapor pressure.
Above a relative humidity of about 97 percent, it is customary to treat the moisture as being a liquid.
Here the moisture capacity of a material is related to the capillary suction pressure by what is known
as a suction curve, which also exhibits hysteresis.
Consideration of the mass flux (e.g., Eq. (5) or (6)) and the moisture capacity results in a differential
equation, for diffusive mass transfer, that is analogous to Eq. (1) for heat transfer. A source term
is added to this differential equation to represent the mass of moisture that is created or annihilated
by hydration or dehydration, respectively. If the driving potential is taken as the density of the water
vapor, mass conservation plus Eq. (5) results in
lap _

D at

2p

S

ax2

p

1

where S is the source term [kg/m3 "s] included to deal with conversion of liquid to vapor, or vice
versa, or with the creation of water by dehydration of the medium. Comparison of the form of
Eq. (10) with that of Eq. (2) shows the analogy between mass diffusivity and thermal diffusivity.
The form of Eq. (10) does not explicitly show the dependence upon moisture capacity. If partial
pressure or, equivalently, relative humidity is used as the driving potential and Eq. (6) is used to
obtain the mass flux, mass conservation yields

P0ýap
6 p, at

-

ap

s_

ax 2

6

where p0 is the bulk density of the medium, p, is the saturation pressure [Pa] at the local temperature
of the medium, and ý is the moisture capacity obtained as the slope of the sorption curve, plotted as
mass of water vapor per unit mass of the medium versus relative humidity (so E is dimensionless).
Some investigators explicitly consider two moisture fluxes, one for vapor and one for liquid, while
others use a single moisture flux, with the moisture capacity being used to deal with the change of
phase, or the absorption and desorption, of the water. An equation analogous to Eq. (11) can be
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derived for transfer of liquid water, with the moisture capacity being obtained from capillary suction
curves.

Forced convection of moisture through the medium also requires consideration of the moisture
capacity of the medium. For sufficiently small flows, one might assume that the moisture absorbed
or desorbed can be predicted from the moisture capacity as determined from sorption curves or
suction curves measured under steady-state conditions. In such a case, differential equations
analogous to Eq. (11) could be written. However, for concrete under simulated fire conditions and
high pore pressures, it is questionable whether there would be time for such equilibrium to be
achieved.

2.1 Irreversible Thermodynamics Approach for Diffusion of a Gas
Before discussing the rather complex analysis of two-phase (liquid and vapor) flow of moisture
through a porous solid, the more simple case of diffusion of a gas through a stationary medium is
considered. This is done most conveniently by the methods of irreversible thermodynamics,
applying the Onsager Reciprocal Relations [ 1-24]. A set of current densities is defined as
Ji =

LijXj

,(12)

where Xj are the "conjugate forces," such that
R(S)

=

yJ J-.X,
J

(13)

where R(S) is the rate of entropy production in the system. The Onsager Reciprocal Theorem states
that
Li= _=L.

(14)

The rate of entropy production is uniquely defined by the system under consideration, but since R(S)
can be split into a sum of products in many ways, one is left with a choice of current densities and
conjugate forces. We choose a mass current density J., an internal energy current density J,, and
an entropy current S, so that the divergence of each of these current densities is the rate of change
per unit volume of the corresponding thermodynamic variable. With these definitions for the current
densities,
TS = Ju

P im

(15)

where Tis the absolute temperature and p is the chemical potential of the diffusing gas. The rate of
production of entropy is
R(S) = V-S = J.v

-

The current densities are

8

+J.v

(16)

im

LMM

JU

L

-2) +LV
LV

1J

(17)

+ LucV(1

V

(18)

In order to put these expressions in terms of measurable gradients, it is noted that
V

Ts T+2 PaVT =-VT
T

( =) TV

T2-•

(19)
(9

where v is the specific volume, s is the specific entropy, and h is the specific enthalpy. Substitution
of Eq. (19) into Eqs. (17) and (18) yields

Jm

LmV
-

P

m

T

L

Lmh- L
+

"nh

V

T2

Lnu V T

(20)

L,,h - Lu

Ju=
=-mv
T

+

m

T2

VT

(21)

Thermal conductivity is defined as

[=i~
V.J.

[,~L =0

=0

Jm

7;

where Q is the heat current density, since when Jm

(22)
9(2

0, J. = Q. Setting Eq. (20).equal to zero yields

hJ.=ovT

(23)

This ratio of the pressure gradient to the temperature gradient, when there is no mass flow, is called
the thermomolecular pressure difference. Combining Eqs. (21)-(23) yields the following expression
for the thermal conductivity in terms of the Onsager coefficients
Luu Lnun -L
=

T im4
T2L~

2

(24)

When the system is isothermal, V T = 0 and the two current densities are simply
Lv
Jm

MM

T

J

and

VP

L v
-u
VP,

T

(25)

Under such conditions, the two currents are related to each other by
u

L

J" = OJ'

(26)

mm

where a is a quantity that can be determined experimentally by measuring both heat flow and mass
flow for isothermal conditions. Permeability is defined as
-Jm
-J=
Liv T=O

L

pT

(27)

where p = l/v is the density of the gas.
The Onsager coefficients can be expressed in terms of the measurable quantities X, a, and 13(other
measurable quantities could have been selected of course):
L ,m = PT

L,,

Luu = .XT2 +. a 2 OT

= aPT

(28)

With these substitutions into Eqs. (20) and (2 1), the current densities become
Jm= -PVP + t3 (h-c) VT
T

(29)

J,

(30)

-ap3VP

-X

-

ah-c(a)) VT

Note that the use of the Onsager reciprocal relation results in only three measurable parameters being
required, rather than four (h does not have to be measured since accurate data for the specific
enthalpy are available for most gases and liquids of interest and certainly for water). Note that the
quantity a requires thermal measurements even though it is defined under isothermal conditions.
Consider now the case of moisture transfer through a hygroscopic material. Even though there is
no liquid water entering or leaving the specimen, there will be adsorbed water and, at moderately
high humidities, liquid water inside the pores and capillaries. In general, proper understanding of
simultaneous heat and mass transfer for such circumstances requires that both the vapor phase and
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the liquid phase be explicitly considered. The current densities, analogous to those in Eqs. (17) and
(18), are

T

-,,

J,+L,1V

( )+L,

V1,

=L

Jt= LtV

1V

(I-

+ glV(--v)

+

(31)

L,.

+ L1 ~

4:

+ LV.()
V

(32)

(33)

where J, is the mass current density for water vapor, Jt corresponds to mass flow of liquid water and,
as before, J, is the current of internal energy. The nine coefficients can be reduced to six by
invoking the Onsager reciprocal relations. Further reduction in the number in coefficients requires
that certain assumptions be made, or other information be used, concerning the relationship between
water vapor and liquid water. For example if the sorption isotherm curve is known for the specimen
of interest, one can infer how much water will be adsorbed and/or absorbed in a specimen that is
exposed to a particular temperature and relative humidity. The Kelvin equation can be used to relate
hydraulic pressure inside a capillary to the relative humidity. Several workers have developed
theories to describe simultaneous heat and mass transfer due to moisture migration in hygroscopic
materials. Such derivations are quite complex and space and time do not permit showing the details
in this report. Rather, the results obtained by several prominent workers in the field are given and
differences and similarities are pointed out. There are many differences among these several
developments in the definitions of terms and the symbols used; here the same nomenclature of the
original workers is used so as not to add further confusion.

2.2 Heat Transfer and Diffusive Mass Transfer (no convection)
One comment is in order before proceeding to list the expressions which previous workers have
obtained for the mass and heat fluxes associated with moisture transfer. In the derivation given
above, a single gas was diffusing through a porous medium under the combined effects of a
temperature gradient and a pressure gradient. In the case of moisture transfer, the water vapor
pressure is normally very small compared to the total pressure of the moist air. Therefore in most
derivations in the moisture literature it is assumed that the total pressure in the medium is uniform
and that the water vapor diffuses under the combined influence of a concentration gradient (which
may be expressed as a vapor pressure gradient or a humidity gradient) and a temperature gradient.
If one wished to allow for the effects of a gradient in the total pressure, as is the case for concrete
exposed to a fire, it would be necessary to add a convective term to the expressions given below.
Similarly, the effects of gravitational forces are usually neglected in the case of moisture transfer
through a hygroscopic medium.
11

Philip and de Vries [ 18-20] detined liquid flux density as
q, = -pl(Do
0 V0, + DTIVT + Kk)

,

(34)

= K a*1aT.

(35)

where

Dal = Kat~laol

and

DT,

In these equations p, is liquid density, 0, is volumetric liquid moisture content, Do, is macroscopic
diffusivity for liquid transport due to V 0,, Tis temperature, DT, is macroscopic diffusivity for liquid
transport due to V T, K is hydraulic conductivity, k is the unit vector in the z-direction, and * is
moisture potential (see Eq. (39), below).
Philip and de Vries defined vapor flux density as
q, = -pt(De
6 ;VO + DTVVT)

(36)

where
Do, = f(a)D

DT, =

f(a)D

P
MgP"a*
P - p RT p, a 01

(37)

P
p

Pv • ~v
pd
p1
P - p, ptMPvI dT

(38)

p, = hp,, = p,,, exp(MgdJ/RT)

f(a) = a + 01 = S ,

f(a)

=

a + a(S - a)/(S -

for

(39)
01 <

0

1k

for 01 >

61k)

C= (V T)aI1VT.

(40)
0 1k

(41)

(42)

In these equations 0, is volumetric moisture vapor content, D0, is macroscopic diffusivity for vapor
transport due to V 8r, DT, is macroscopic diffusivity for vapor transport due to V T, a is volumetric
air content, D is the diffusion coefficient of water vapor in air, P is total gas pressure, M is molar
mass, g is acceleration due to gravity, R is the universal gas constant, p, is vapor density, p,,, is the
partial pressure of water vapor at saturation, h is relative humidity, and S is porosity. They also
define a total moisture flux density as
qm = q, + q, = -pl(DOV0
12

1

+ DTVT + Kk)

(43)

Philip and de Vries defined the heat flux density as
qh = -X*VT + c,(T - TZ)qm - LpoDoVOt

(44)

+ c,(T - T0 )qm - LplDOLVOI

(45)

or
=qh
=X*VT

where X• is the (apparent) thermal conductivity associated with macroscopic inclusion of water
vapor, X.+ is the (apparent) thermal conductivity associated with microscopic inclusion of water
vapor, c, is specific heat of liquid water, T,, is a reference temperature, and L is the latent heat of
evaporation. In this expression, the first term represents normal heat conduction, the second term
represents the sensible heat transfer due to mass transfer, and the third term corresponds to the latent
heat transfer due to mass transfer.
Fortes and Okos [21-22] derived the following heat and mass transfer equations, applicable to
hygroscopic capillary-porous media:
Liquid mass flux:
jp = -K,

P1 RInHVT-

p1 R' TH

Oil + H

VT -

(46)-

H am

Vapor mass flux:

a[ To~

dT)

P

H V
am )

(47)

Heat flux:

jq=-KTVT-

p,aKHRInH+K_

pvo-

+H L )
aT d T

TaH M
H aM

"

In these equations K, is "liquid conductivity," p, is liquid density, R, is the gas constant per unit mass
of water vapor, H is relative humidity, M is moisture content expressed as mass of moisture per unit
mass of dry medium, K, is "vapor conductivity," p,,, is the saturation density of water vapor, and KT
is apparent thermal conductivity. Note that everywhere V M appears it is multiplied by aHIaM so
that the equations are effectively given in terms of the humidity gradient.
Luikov [23-24] combines the mass current density for water vapor and the mass current for liquid
water into a single mass current density for moisture,
Jm = -amPoVu - amPo 8VT
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(49)

where u is moisture content, am is "moisture ltilusivity,' p,, is me aensity or me ary meaium, ana o

is the "thermogradient coefficient." The corresponding heat current density is
JU = -XVT - rEJm

,

(50)

where X is thermal conductivity (Luikov put conductive heat transfer in terms of the thermal
diffusivity a = p0 c A,where c is the effective heat capacity of the moist medium), r is the latent heat
of vaporization, and E is the "phase conversion factor" of liquid into vapor.
The final expressions of Philip and de Vries, Fortes and Okos, and Luikov are all of the general form
of Eqs. (31)-(33) but without some of the "cross" terms. For example, Philip and de Vries expressed
the liquid flux density in terms of the gradient of liquid moisture content and the temperature
gradient but did not have a term involving the gradient of moisture vapor content. Similarly, their
expression for the vapor flux density involved the vapor concentration but not the liquid content.
Fortes and Okos effectively used relative humidity, along with temperature, as the driving force for
both liquid and vapor flow. Luikov combined liquid and vapor and only considered total moisture
content (in his derivations this simplification was accomplished by using the sorption isotherm to
infer liquid content from vapor concentration and vice versa).

2.3 Ahmed Model
Since the NIST parties involved with this project have access to the papers by Ahmed, et al.,
describing the model used to simulate coupled heat and mass transfer in concrete slabs, only the
three coupled differential equations which they use are shown here.
The differential equation for conservation of mass for water vapor is

a

a~(Pv"g4A)

ýP

-

axL

Eg K
P-_

-ax)

-a(pge

ax

a4A

D(1

gax)

'

where p, and p. are the density [kg/m 3 ] of, respectively, the water vapor and the gaseous mixture of

water vapor and air, F- is the volume fracture [m3/m3 ] of gaseous mixture in the porous medium, 4
is the mole fraction [kmol/kmol] of water vapor in the gaseous mixture, KP is the "coefficient of
permeability" [m3os/kg], P is the pore pressure [Pa] of the gaseous mixture in the porous medium,
D is the "modified diffusivity" [m2/s] of the gaseous mixture, and r is the mass rate of evaporation
of water per unit volume of porous medium [kg/m 3°s]. The coefficient of permeability, KP, is defined
as Kp = Kg/g pc29 , where Kg is the "permeability" [m/s] of the gaseous mixture and g is the
acceleration [n/s ] due to gravity. The modified diffusivity, D, [m2/s] is D = (M MaIM2 ) D',
where M, Ma, and M, are the molecular weights [kg/kmol] of, respectively, the gaseous mixture, the
air in the gaseous mixture, and the water vapor in the gaseous mixture and D' is the diffusivity [m2/s]
of the gaseous mixture. Ahmed, et al. identify the four terms of Eq. (51) as the transient term, the
convection term. the diffusion term. and the source term.
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Ahmed, et al., use a different definition tor permeability than the one that is normally used.
Apparently K = (pg/l) oK, where p is density, p is viscosity, and K is the permeability as normally
defined (see 9q. (7), above).
The differential equation for conservation of mass of the mixture of water vapor and air is
-(PgEg)

-

( pg eg=

r'

(52)

,

where the three terms are the transient term, the convective term, and the source term. The
differential equation for conservation of energy is
I

P PaT
~at

PsCs

aPx T

~

ax ax

(P9 E

-

Cp)D-a-'x ax
ax

ax

a

(k a-x

ax

- QPr

(53)

axJ

where CP, C Cp, and C are, respectively, the (total) effective heat capacity of the porous
medium, the Neat Pcpacity otf the gaseous mixture, the heat capacity of water vapor, and the heat
capacity of air, k is the effective thermal conductivity of the medium, and the source term
(evaporation/dehydration ) is defined as
Q
•=

(Q•--tat

-~

+ (

~

+•÷Qh

at )
atD

"(54)

where Q, is the latent heat of evaporation [J/kg] of free water vapor, Qdh is the heat of hydration
[J/kg] of chemically bound water in the porous medium, 68Y is the mass concentration of free liquid
water in the pores per unit volume of porous medium [kg/m 3], and 6 d is the mass concentration of
chemically bound water (in the cement paste) per unit volume of porous medium [kg/m 3 ]. The five
terms in Eq. (53) represent the transient term, the convection term, the diffusion term, the conduction
term, and the source term, respectively.

0:

3. Existing Data on Thermal Properties of
Concrete and Its Constituents
Since the data available for the properties of high strength concrete are quite limited and since most
of the thermal properties of high strength concrete are not expected to differ considerably from the
properties of normal concrete, this section addresses data available for both normal and high strength
concrete.
The most important references, over the past thirty years, that contain data on the thermal properties
of concrete, mortar, or cement paste over extended temperature ranges include [25-50]; these
references in turn refer to many other publications. The vast majority of data on thermal properties
of concrete correspond to temperatures close to normal room temperature. Reference [5 11 contains
an extensive compendium of data on rocks and minerals, including materials that can be used as fine
and coarse aggregates in Portland cement concrete. Although this reference has a 1989 copyright
date, it was originally written in the late 1970's and all of the references are to publications dated
1978 or earlier, with very few references for 1977 or 1978. Other references relevant to the thermal
properties of rocks include [52-59].

3.1 Mass, Volume, and Density
The density of concrete and its constituents is needed to compute volumetric heat capacity, which
is needed for the various theoretical models used to predict heat transport in fire-exposed concrete;
however, since the density does not vary by much over the temperature range of interest, only
relatively small corrections to the room temperature density are required.
In addition, the variation of mass with time and temperature is an important indicator of the degree
of conversion from the reactants to the products in a chemical reaction, such as dehydration or loss
of carbon dioxide. Accordingly, information as to mass variation is important in determining the
enthalpy of a specimen. Similarly, since a material may expand or contract when a chemical reaction
takes place, thermal expansion data can be useful in determining the degree of conversion for a
chemical reaction.
Thermal expansion data also will be needed to predict thermal stresses that might contribute to
spalling. In addition, post-test measurements of thermal expansion would provide sensitive
indicators of the degree of dehydration due to the temperature-time exposure that took place during
a real or simulated fire.
Figure 1 shown the mass loss and the thermal expansion of a particular cement paste as functions
of temperature when the specimen is heated at a nominally uniform rate from room temperature to
1000 -C. At 1000 °C, the one-dimensional length change is about 3.3 percent so that the volumetric
contraction is approximately 10 percent. Since the same type of cement paste lost 15 percent of its
mass, the bulk density would decrease by a rather small percentage between room temperature and
1000 'C (see Figure 16, below).
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Figure 2 shows mass loss and temperature change tor a sample o" Portlancd cement paste that was
heated to 260 'C over a period of 4.75 h, held at 260 'C for 44 h, and then allowed to cool to room
temperature.
Curves A and C in Figure 3 show mass loss versus temperature for, respectively, a calcareous
aggregate, containing carbonate (lime or limestone), and a siliceous aggregate, containing silica. The
much greater mass loss for the carbonate aggregate is due to the dissociation of the carbonate and
the attendant release of carbon dioxide. Curves B and D correspond to concretes made with the two
types of aggregate. Figure 4 shows mass loss for various concretes, including measurements by two
different investigators on limestone concrete. Another set of data for carbonate concrete is shown
in Figure 5, with this concrete having the composition indicated in column 2 of Table I (the other
two specimens for which data are shown in Figure 4 contained reinforcing steel fibers, which would
not be expected to change the mass loss versus temperature curve significantly).
Table 2 shown the constituents of five high-strength concretes recently studied by investigators at
the Portland Cement Association. The mass loss versus temperature for these specimens are shown
in Figures 6,7, and 8, corresponding to the different heating rates listed at the bottom of each figure.
Figure 9 shows how the amount of silica fume in a-high-strength concrete affects the loss of mass
with increasing temperature.
As mentioned above, in addition to mass loss, Figures 1 and 2 showed thermal expansion versus
temperature for Portland cement paste. Additional thermal expansion data for cement paste are
shown in Figure 10.
With regard to potential aggregates, Figure 11 shows thermal expansion data on the ten different
types of rocks that are listed in Table 3. The data for limestone are shown by the curve labeled LI.
Thermal expansion versus temperature for several different types of concrete are shown in Figures
12, 13, and 14. Each of these figures includes data for a limestone-aggregate concrete. Figure 15
indicates how the room-temperature thermal expansion coefficient for concretes is related to the
thermal expansion coefficient of the aggregate.
Figure 1presented information on the mass loss and thermal expansion of a particular cement paste.
Figure 16, shows, for that same paste, how the true density, the bulk density, and the porosity are
believed to change with increasing temperature.
Figures 17 and 18 show the effect of temperature on the density of concretes with different types of
aggregate. The data in Figure 17 correspond to limestone-aggregate concrete, which loses
considerable density when the carbonate disassociates. Figure 19 shows the density versus
temperature curves used in the version of the Ahmed model (see Section 2.3, above) that is currently
available at NIST. Type I refers to carbonate aggregate concrete and Type 2 to siliceous concrete.
(Text continued on p. 32)
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Batch (specimen type)
Property

I (NRC1)

Cement content (kg/m 3 )
Fine aggregate (kg/m 3)
Coarse aggregate (kg/mr)
19 Mm
9.5 mm
Total
Aggregate type
Water (kg/m 3)
Water-cement ratio

2 (NRC2)

3 (NRC3)

439
621

439
621

380
673
678
438
1162
Siliceous
167
0.44

Retarding admixture (mL/m3)

Superplasticizer (mL/m3)

788
340
1128
Carbonate
161
0.37

745

-

2500

300

788
340
1128
Carbonate
161
0.37
-

1200

Steel fibre (kg/mr)

42

-

42

28-day compressive strength (MPa)
Compressive strength at test date (MPa)

39.9
40.9

32.6
37.1

43.2
43.3

Table 1. Batch quantities and properties of concrete mix [44].
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-1000

Parameter
Units per cubic meter

1

Cement Type I, kg

564

Silica Fume, kg (1)

-

Fly Ash, kg
Coarse Agg. SSD, kg. (2)

Number identifying type of mix
2
3
4

5

475

487

564

475

24

47

89

74

59

-

-

104

1068

1068

1068

1068

1068

Fine Agg. SSD, kg.

647

659

676

593

593

HRWR. Type F, liter

11.60

11.60

11.22

20.11

16.44

HRWR Type G, liter

-

-

-

-

Retarder Type D, liter

1.12

1.05

0.97

1.46

1.50

Total Water, kg. (3)

158

160

155

144

151

Water/Cement Ratio

0.281

0.338

0.320

0.255

0.318

Water/Cementitious Ratio

0.281

0.287

0.291

0.220

0.321

Note: As reported by ready-mix supplier
(1) Dry weight
(2) Maximum aggregate size: 12 mm
(3) Weight of total water in mix including admixtures
Table 2. Composition of concrete mixtures [47-48].
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Figure 10, Length change of Portland cement paste specimens at various temperatures: (a) Philleo
(1958); (b) Harada et al. (1972); Cruz and Gillen (1980); (d)Crowley (1956) [45].
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Origin
Anorthosite

AN

Igneous

Basalt

BA

Igneous

Dolomite
Granodiorite

DO
GD

Sedimentary
Igneous

Granite

GR

Igneous

Limestone
Quartz
Monzonite

LI

Sedimentary

QM

Igneous

Quartz
Rhyolite

QR

Igneous
Igneous

Syenite

RH

SY

Igneous

Almost all plagioclase
feldspars
Mainly epidotes, pyroxenes
and plagioclase feldspars
Almost all dolomite
Plagioclase feldspars, quartz
amphiboles and micas
Mainly potash and
plagioc lase- feldspars, quartz
Mainly calcite
Mainly potash and
plagioclase-feldspars and
quartz
All quartz
Mainly potash and
plagioclase- feldspars, and
quartz
Mainly potash and
plagioclase-feldspars, and
amphiboles

Density
(kg/m')

Grain size
(mm)

2770

0.05-20

3040

0.005-0.0B

2490
2750

0.1-7
0.05-4

2620

0.05-5

2700

0.002-2

2645

0.5-7

2650

0.2-10

2640

0.05-3

2715

0.1-10

Table 3. Some characteristics of the ten rocks whose dilatometric curves are shown in Figure 11
(Geller, et al. 1962) [41].
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Figure 11. Dilatometric curves for the ten rocks described in Table 3 (Geller, et al. 1962) [41].
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Figure 12. Dilatometric curves for three normal-weight concretes and three lightweight concretes.
Aggregates: LI, limestone; SI siliceous rock; AD, andesite; SG, expanded shale; CL, expanded clay;
PU, pumice (Harada, et al. 1972; Harmathy and Allen 1973) [41].
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Figure 13. Linear thermal expansion of concretes made with various conventional aggregates, as a
function of temperature (adapted from Schneider (1982)): (a) quartzite; (b) sandstone; (c) limestone;
(d) basalt; (e) expanded slag [45].
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Figure 14. Thermal expansion, as a function of temperature, of the three concrete types described
in Table 1 [44].
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Figure 17. Effect of temperature on density of concrete made with limestone aggregate (Schneider,
1982): (a) Harmathy and Allen (1973); (b) cured at 20 °C and 65 percent RH (Schneider, 1982);
(c) water cured (Schneider, 1982) [45].
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Figure 18. Effect of temperature on mass density of concretes made with quartzite, bauxite, and
expanded shell aggregates: (a) expanded shale aggregate concrete (Harmathy and Allen, 1973);
(b) siliceous aggregate concrete (Harmathy and Allen, 1973); (c) quartzite aggregate concrete
(Schneider, 1982); (d) basalt aggregate concrete (Schneider, 1982) [45].
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Figure 19. Density versus temperature curves used in the Ahmed model (see text),
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3.2 Enthalpy, Specific Heat, and Heats of Reaction
The enthalpy or the specific heat, the derivative of enthalpy with respect to temperature, and the
heats of reaction of any chemical reaction are required for modeling heat and mass transfer through
concrete. These quantities are briefly discussed on pp. 5-6 of this report. Their inclusion in various
models is indicated in Section 2.
Harmathy [27,41] has developed detailed procedures, which are briefly addressed in Section 4.2 of
this report, for predicting the specific heat of cement paste and of concrete. Figure 20 shows his
predicted specific heats for three different cement pastes; Figure 21 shows his later experimental
results for those same cement pastes. The large peaks near 500 'C correspond to the release of
bound water. The width and height of such peaks will depend significantly on the heating rate; the
area under the curve represents the total energy absorption or release associated with a chemical
reaction and thus will be much less dependent upon the heating rate. Some the models for predicting
heat and mass transfer through concrete or other materials do not include the latent heat of reaction
in the specific heat of the material but treat it separately. Thus, one must be careful to select the
"proper" specific heat for use in a particular model.
Fu and Chung [50] recently published room temperature values of the specific heat of cement paste
with various admixtures. For a plain cement paste with a water/cement ratio of 0.45, thedensity was
1.99 g/cm 3 and the specific heat was 0.703 J/g.K, corresponding to a volumetric heat capacity of
1.40 J/cm39K. A cement paste with 15 percent (by weight of cement) silica fume, 3 percent (by
weight of cement) water reducing agent, and a water cement ratio of 0.35 had a density of 1.72 g/cm 3
and a specific heat of 0.765 J/g.K, corresponding to a volumetric heat capacity of 1.32 J/cm3¾K.
Figure 22 shows the volumetric specific heats that Harmathy [27,41 ] computed for four hypothetical
concretes that he believed were "limiting cases," at least with regard to thermal conductivity. It is
-seen that the computed volumetric specific heats are very nearly identical for the two normal-weight
concretes, one of which (Concrete 1) had crystalline quartz aggregate while the other one had
crystalline anorthosite aggregate.
Figures 23 and 24 show the specific heat (per unit mass) of various types of Portland cement
concrete as functions of temperature. Curve 6 in Figure 23 appears questionably low at higher
temperatures. The curve for plain carbonate concrete in Figure 24 clearly shows the heat absorbed
at high temperatures when the carbonate converts to the oxide with carbon dioxide being released.
Note also, in this figure, that the specific heat is significantly lower at temperatures above this
transition than it is at temperatures just below the carbonate decomposition temperature. Figure 25
shows the specific heat versus temperature curves used in the version of the Ahmed model that is
currently available at NIST. As stated on p. 17, Type 1 concrete has a carbonate aggregate and
Type 2 a siliceous aggregate. Both of these curves appear to be in error at high temperatures. For
the Type 1 concrete, the specific heat should drop drastically from the peak at temperatures near
800 'C, in a manner similar to that seen for carbonate concrete in Figure 24. For the Type 2
concrete, there is no apparent reason to expect a high-temperature peak at all.
(Text continued on p. 37)
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Figure 20. Computed specific heat of Model Pastes A, B, and C [27,41].
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Figure 21. Measured specific heat of Cement Pastes A, B, and C [41].
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Figure 22. Volumetric specific heats (computed) for four hypothetical concretes: normal-weight,
Concretes I and 2; lightweight, Concretes 3 and 4 [27,41].

34

1.6 -

4
1.4

i

3

-,

1.2

(J

1.0
1

0.8

0 .6

I
0

100

I

i
300

i

i I
500

i
700

I I

900

1100

1300

Temperature °C

Figure 23. Effects of temperature on measured specific heats of various concretes: (1) granite
aggregate concrete (Odeen, 1968); (2) limestone aggregate concrete (Collet and Tavernier, 1976);
(3) limestone aggregate concrete (Harmathy and Allen, 1973); (4) siliceous aggregate concrete
(Harmathy and Allen, 1973); (5) limestone aggregate concrete (Hildenbrand, et al., 1978); (6)
siliceous aggregate concrete (Hildenbrand, et al., 1978) [45].
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Figure 24. Specific heat, as a function of temperature, of the three concrete types described in
Table 1 [44].
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3.3 Thermal Conductivity and Thermal Diffusivity
Thermal conductivity is a key thermal property in predicting heat and mass transport in concrete
exposed to fire conditions. As mentioned on p. 5, thermal diffusivity can be used if there are no
mechanisms of heat transfer other than conduction and if the thermal conductivity can be considered
to be constant. For modeling simultaneous heat and mass transfer, thermal diffusivity, in general,
should not be used. However, rather than to measure thermal conductivity directly, many
investigators have chosen to measure thermal diffusivity and then compute thermal conductivity
from the thermal diffusivity and the specific heat.
Harmathy determined the thermal conductivities of several cement pastes, which have significant
porosity and cracks, over a wide temperature range and then extrapolated these results to obtain an
estimate of the thermal conductivity of a hypothetical pore-less cement paste, as shown in Figure 26.
This curve can then be used to estimated the thermal conductivity of pastes of various porosities.
Fu and Chung measured the room-temperature specific heat, thermal diffusivity, and density of a
plain cement paste and one containing silica fume (see p. 32 of this report for compositions) and then
computed the thermal conductivity. The measured thermal diffusivities of the plain cement paste
and the silica fume cement paste were 0.37 mm 2/s and 0.27 mm 2/s, respectively. The corresponding
thermal conductivities were 0.52 W/mK and 0.36 W/m.K, respectively, indicating that the higher
porosity of the silica fume cement paste resulted in the room-temperature thermal conductivity being
lowered by about 30 percent.
Figure 27 shows the thermal conductivity of 15 rocks and minerals at temperatures up to 300 °C;
these materials are described in Table 4. Harmathy based his "limiting cases," discussed briefly on
p. 32 of this report, for the thermal conductivity of concrete by selecting Curve QS (quartzitic
sandstone) and Curve AN (anorthosite) as the thermal conductivity of the aggregates. The thermal
conductivity of rocks and minerals can vary widely depending upon the source and the porosity.
Touloukian, et al. [51 ] provide extensive data on the thermophysical properties of rocks, taken from
the literature through the mid-1970s. They comment that because the properties of rocks and
minerals can vary widely over relatively small distances and because the specimens used for
thermophysical property measurements are relatively small, the measured properties can vary widely
on specimens taken from nominally the same location. Figure 28 is a histogram showing the
variation in the room-temperature thermal conductivity of limestone samples taken from two
locations. It is clear that tests on numerous samples would be required to obtain statistically
significant results.
Figure 29 shows the thermal conductivity of limestone, versus temperature, as measured by three
different investigators. The two curves on samples taken in Nazareth, Pa., were from the same study
as the curves shown in Figure 27.
Figure 30 shows the measured roon-temperature thermal conductivity of several different types of
concrete, plotted versus the moisture content. These data were taken using a hot-wire method that
allows measurements to be completed before the moisture has time to migrate significantly. It is
seem that 10 percent moisture content can cause the thermal conductivity to be roughly doubled.
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Obviously, this ettect would be much smaller at higher temperatures. However, as pointed out by
Thompson [60] many years ago, and as is known by competent workers in the field of thermal
conductivity, it is very difficult to obtain values of thermal conductivity without some moisture
movement and/or drying out occurring.
The thermal conductivity of concrete will depend upon the porosity of the cement paste and upon
the type, quantity, and porosity of aggregates. Figure 31 shows one set of data indicating how the
thermal conductivity of different types of concrete varies with porosity.
The thermal conductivity of concrete is known to show considerable hysteresis, although there
appear to have been very few quantitative studies of this effect. Figure 32 indicates one set of data
indicating how the thermal conductivity of a concrete changes due to the loss of moisture of
hydration.
There has been considerable variation in thermal conductivity values reported by different
investigators on nominally similar concretes. Part of the variations seen may be attributed to sample
differences but it appears quite likely that large experimental errors have occurred in some cases.
Figures 33 and 34 shown the thermal conductivity of, respectively, limestone-aggregate concrete and
siliceous aggregate concrete.
Figures 35-37 show the thermal conductivity of different types of normal-strength concrete as
functions of temperature.
In Section 3.1 curves were shown of the mass loss versus temperature of five high-strength concretes
studied by investigators at the Portland Cement Association (PCA). The constituents of these
materials were shown in Table 2. Figure 38 shows the thermal conductivity values obtained for
these materials using a guarded hot plate apparatus. Thermal conductivity data on these materials
113). In
were also obtained, by a different testing laboratory, using a hot-wire method (ASTM CI
addition, thermal diffusivity data were obtained by the same testing laboratory using a radial heat
flow method and then thermal conductivity values were computed, apparently using specific heat
values computed from the specific heats of the several components of the concrete. For one of these
high-strength concretes, the three sets of thermal conductivity values are shown plotted in Figure 39.
The differences are rather startling.
Figure 40 shows the thermal conductivity versus temperature curves used in the version of the
Ahmed model that is currently available at NIST (one obvious typo in the program was corrected).
Turning to thermal diffusivity, Figure 41 shows the range of values for the thermal diffusivity of
limestone from three different investigations.
Figures 42-46 show thermal diffusivity versus temperature for a number of types of normal-strength
concrete. Figure 47 shows thermal diffusivity data obtained at PCA on the five high-strength
concretes described in Table 2; these data were obtained in their guarded hot plate apparatus, run in
a transient mode with the hot plate removed. For one of these samples, these data are shown in
1i•mirp

.R nlnnu with eidtn nhtainpd elkpwhere hv the. radial hetat flow methnd mentinned ahnve

(Text continued on p. 55)
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Figure 26. Thermal conductivities of Cement Pastes A, B, and C (points and solid-line curves), and
thermal conductivity of a hypothetical pore-less cement paste (broken-line curve): 0, Paste A; open
triangle, Paste B; 0, Paste C [27,41].
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Figure 27. Thermal conductivity of 15 materials (rocks, minerals, glass) described
in Table 4 (Birch
and Clark 1940) [41].

Name

Symbol Geological
origin

Density
(kg/m')

Composition

Almost all plagioclase
2700
feldspars
2960
Mainly plagioclase
feldspars and pyroxenes
2830
Carbonate group
3250-3270
Almost all olivines
2860-2880
Mainly plagioclase
feldspars, pyroxenes and
olivines
2640
Layered mineral, mainly
feldspar and quartz
2610
Mainly potash feldspars
and quartz
2640
Mainly potash and
plagioclase-feldspars, quartz
3290
Pyroxene group
2610
Carbonate group, ma-inly
calcite
2440
Glassy potash feldspar
and quartz

Anorthosite

AN

Igneous

Diabase

DI

Igneous

Dolomite
Dunite
Gabbro

DO
DU
GA

Sedimentary
Igneous
Igneous

Gneiss

GN

Metamorphic

.Granite- I

GR- I Igneous

Granite-2

GR-2

Igneous

Hypersthenite
Limestone

HY
LI

Igneous
Sedimentary

Obsidian

OR-

Igneous

Pyrex
Quartz
monzonite

PY

Artificial

QM

Igneous

Quartzitic
sandstone
Slate

QS

Sedimentary

Mainly potash and
plagioclase-feldspars and
quartz
Mainly quartz

SL

Metamorphic

Layered clay minerals

Mean grain
size (mm)

0.5
0.5
0.01
1.0
3.0
0.2
1.5-2.0
0.5
2.0
0.001-0.01

2230

-

2640

1.0

2640-2650

0.3

2760

Table 4. Some characteristics of the 15 materials (rocks, minerals, glass) whose thermal
conductivity are plotted in Figure 27 (Birch and Clark, 1940) [41 ].
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Figure 32. Thermal conductivity of granite-aggregate concrete as a function of temperature under
heating and subsequent cooling [32].
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Figure 33. Thermal conductivity of limestone-aggregate concretes [35].
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Figure 34. Thermal conductivity of siliceous-aggregate concretes [35].
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Figure 36. Thermal conductivity of various concretes that were not oven-dried before test, as a
function of temperature: (a) limestone aggregate concrete (Crispino, 1972); (b) barytes aggregate
concrete (Crispino, 1972); (c) gravel aggregate concrete (Abe, et al., 1972); (d) quartzite aggregate
concrete (Mar6chal, 1972); (e) quartzite aggregate concrete (Mar6chal, 1972) (1 kcal m' h' *C' =
1.16 W/me.K) [45].
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Figure 37. Thermal conductivity, as a function of temperature, of the three concrete types described
in Table 1 [44].
46

0

I

2.5

I

I

2.0

2
C.,

1.5

C

a

C-,

1.0

0

I-

Mix No. I

-

Mix No. 2

-

Mix No. 3
No. 4

-Mix

0.5

Q-JMix No. 5

I

I

22

62

IIIIIIII

0.0

-18

102

142
182
222
262
302
Mean Specimen Temperature, "C

342

382

Figure 38. Thermal conductivity versus temperature for the five high strength
concretes described in Table 2 [47-48]

4.

422

2.5

O>-O

ASTMC113(Orton)

b

Calculated from Diffusivity (Orton)

V-V

ASTM Cl 77 (CTL)

2.0

,-,

1.5

C:
0

E

1.0 -

H-

0. 5

00

I

-1E8

I
82

I

I
182

I

I
282

I
I
II ~ I
I
I
382
482
582
682
Mean Specimen Temperature, 'C

II
782

II
882

II
982

Figure 39. Thermal conductivity of oven-dried high-strength concrete mix No. 5,
as determined by three different techniques [47-48]

1082

S

2.5
•/ Type 1

2.0

---

1.5

--

~

~
Type

1.0

Tyype

--

- Type 3
ý-•~_ 3

i

;

2

0
0

z

0.5

I

ý

S
0

0.0

0

H

200

400

600

800

1000

Temperature, 'C
Figure 40. Thermal conductivity versus temperature curves used in the Ahmed model (see text).

0.9
0.8
cm'

E 0.7

Riley County Kansas

/ to Bedding Plane

0.6
0.5

0.4
0.3
0.2

--

NOTE: All Samples are
Believed to be

0.1

--

<10% Porosity

I

I

200

400

I

I

I

0.0

0

600
800
Temperature, K

1000

1200

Figure 41. Thermal diffusivitv of limestones [511.

49

1400

1.25
Harada
Sandstone
....... PZ Mortar
Andesit concrete

4Q 1.00
E'M
E

,

-=

Cement aggregate

Blend
1:4.5:0.6
1:3.0:0.5
1:5.6:0.65
1:-:0.5

-0.75
Z-1

0.50

F-

0.25

0

0

200

800

600

400

1000

Temperature, 'C

Figure 42. Thermal diffusivity of normal and lightweight concrete, mortar, and cement stone [35].

* Muir
*
*
V
*
*

1.0
C,,

E
T 0.8

Argonne Nat'l Lab
Tze Yao Chu
Hildebrand
Harmathy
Brown (wet)

0

0.6
E 0.4

0.2
0
0 0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

Temperature, "C
Figure 43. Thermal diffusivity of limestone concrete [35].

D)U

1.0
E,

0.8

E

0.6

0.4

0.2

0

0

800
600
400
Temperature, 'C

200

1000

1200

Figure 44. Thermal diffusivity of siliceous concrete [35].

0.014
0.012
2 0.010
>.5

• 0.008
-i 0.006
E
I-- 0.004
0.002
0

0

200

400
600
800
Temperature, 'C

1000

Figure 45. Thermal diffusivity of different concretes [38].

51

-0.04

1.00

%I

-0.03

0.75

ID

E

Normal weight

S

concrete

Z-

0.25

0.02

"

0.01

E
"
44

0)

Lightweight concrete
0

0

100

200

500
400
300
Temperature (*C)

600

700

800

Figure 46. Effect of temperature on thermal diffusivity of concrete made with siliceous and
calcareous aggregates and with lightweight aggregates [45].

0.80

I

0.70 I-

E

E

0.60

I-

0.50

1-

0.40 F-

0.30 I-

-

Mix No. 1

A

Mix No. 2

-

0.20

Mix No. 3

c
0.10

Mix No. 4

-

F-

Mix No. 5

0.00
-18

22

62

I

I

I

I

I

102

142

182

222

262

Recorded Temperature, "C

Figure 47. Thermal diffusivity versus temperature for the five high strength
concretes described in Table 2 [47-48]

53

302

0.70

0.
(D

I-

0.60 I-

CA,

E
E

0.50 H-

0.40 F-

E

0.30 10.20 _
' -=-O Guarded Hot Plate Method at CTL

0.10 I_

A

0.001
-1.8

I

I

82

182

Dynamic Raidal Diffusivity Method at Orton

I
282

I

I-II

il I

f I i

682
-582
482
Recorded Temperature, "C

382

782

LIi

882

982

Figure 48. Thermal diffusivity of oven-dried high-strength concrete mix No. 5,
as determined by two different techniques (47-48]

54

1082

4. Correlations and Prediction of Thermal Properties
Concrete is a mixture of cement paste, fine aggregate, and coarse aggregate, with capillary pores and
gel pores and some evaporable (as opposed to chemically bound) water. The general approach taken
in this section is to examine various equations that can be used to predict a particular property of a
mixture from the composition of the mixture and from the (same) property of each of the
constituents. Two "mixture rules" are identified below. For the density and the heat capacity of a
mixture, these rules reduce to very simple forms that are almost intuitively obvious. For a transport
property such as conductivity or diffusivity, that depends upon how the different constituents or
components are arranged, the situation gets more complicated, as is discussed in Section 4.3, below.
The simplest mixture rule is that of Bruggeman [61,41] which is

in

Viv14)i

(55)

is the property of the ith component,
where 4) is the particular property of interest for the mixture, 4)ý,
3
3
vi is the volume fraction [m /m ] of the ith component, and m is a dimensionless constant having a
value between - I and +1. The components of a mixture are often stated in terms of the mass
fraction wi [kg/kg]. The volume fraction and the mass fraction are related to each other by

i

-

(56)

Wv ,p

vi

and

i

i

where p, is the density of the ith component, v vi = 1; and
i

i

i

=

1.

A rather versatile mixture rule is that of Hamilton and Crosser [621 who suggest that the property
(they were interested in thermal conductivity) of a two-component mixture be expressed as

4[2C

)

(
+(r-

-

C4 +

(j

7 )v2(4)I+

V2(4)1

4)2)

(57)
5 74)1

where component I is the continuous component and rj is an empirical constant. Harmathy [41] has
rewritten this expression in the form

4)

:

vl4)1

+

"yv24)2
,

VI + YV2

(58)

where
¥=(rj

r(4)C

-

1)4)1 +' 4)2

(59)

depends upon rI and upon the property value for the two components, but does not depend upon the
volume fractions of the components. When ri -. -, Eqs. (58) and (59) reduce to the form of Eq. (55)
with m = 1. When ril - 1, they reduce to the form of Eq. (55) with m = - 1. Other limits of these

mixture equations are examined in Section 4.3, below.

4.1 Mass, Volume, and Density
The density p of a mixture is given simply by Eq. (55) with m
y,=1:

1, which is the same as Eq. (58) with

P = E'viPi
i

(60)

where pi is the density of the ith component. The overall porosity of a composite solid consisting
of several porous components is
P = -viPi ,(61)
i

where P, is the porosity of the ith component.
Harmathy [41, pp. 75-84] states that the bulk density of cement paste can be predicted from the
equation
(62)

=

p =
=WK/p,

+ W

/p.,

lIp,. + (W/JWL.)(I + A)lp(6

where W, is the mass [kg] of cement in the original cement mixture, W, is the "effective" [41] mass
[kg] of water in the original mixture, IVW
is the mass [kg] of non-evaporable water, as determined by
drying over dry ice, for the cement paste in its present condition, W... = WJ(I +A) is the "adjusted"
mass [kg] of water in the original mixture, Wf,is the mass [kg] of non-evaporable water that would
be present on complete hydration of the cement paste, A is the mass [kg/kg] of water, relative to W,
that would fill the voids created by entrained or entrapped air in the original mixture, p, =
3150 kg/m3 is the true density of the solid cement used to make the paste, p., = 1000 kg/m 3 is the
density of free water and capillary water, and C [dimensionless] is a measure of the extent of
hydration of the cement paste.
Since, for the present project, the room-temperature mass, volume, and bulk density of concrete
specimens can easily be determined simply by measuring the mass and volume of a specimen, there
is no need to examine further any correlations to attempt to predict these room-temperature values
from the composition of the concrete.
The bulk density of a material at elevated temperatures can be computed as
p(T) = Po" [

W(T )IWo
(T)/o] 3-

[I+ AP(T)/

01

(63)

where P0 is the room temperature ciensity, W(1 )/Wo is tne ratio or tfe mass or a specimen at
temperature T to the room temperature mass, usually obtained by thermogravimetry (TG), and
AP(T)/Q0 is the linear thermal expansion of a specimen at temperature T, usually obtained by
dilatometry. The form of Eq. (63) implicitly includes the assumption that specimens have been at
temperature long enough to reach steady-state conditions, i.e., long enough for moisture to be driven
off or for chemical reactions, such as dehydration, to come to completion. Otherwise, the density
will depend upon the thermal history of the material.
Assuming such steady-state conditions, the mass of the concrete is simply the sum of the masses of
its constituents so that W(T)IWo is easily computed from the corresponding curves for the various
constituents -- cement paste, fine aggregate, and coarse aggregate.
The linear-thermal-expansion coefficient is defined, at constant pressure P, as
Q
~
P--

aT =

,T-.(64)

where 9 is length and T is temperature. The volumetric expansion coefficient is
l(a.)
l=
1

I(aT

P

5T

,

(65)

where Vis volume and, as before, p is density. If the material is isotropic, 13= 3a.
Normally coefficients of thermal expansion are not measured directly but are obtained by
differentiation of curves of measured length versus temperature. For example, the observed change
in length might be represented by a least-squares-fit power series such as
-ao
Vo

+ a1 T + a 2 T 2 + a3 T 3 +

(66)

0o

where V0 is the length at a reference temperature such as 20 'C. Then the linear thermal expansion
coefficient would be computed as
a, + 2a 2 T--+ 3a 3 T 2 + ...
1 + a. + aT + a2 T2 . . .

(67)

For the present project, it is really not necessary to compute thermal expansion coefficients since the
density of concrete can be computed from AQI/ 0, as shown in Eq. (63). However, in the literature,
correlations for predicting the thermal expansion of mixtures are expressed in terms of expansion
coefficients rather than AV.
Turner [63] recommended that the thermal expansion coefficient of a mixture of isotropic
rnnetit1u-nN. hP rnmniitpr imina

Ix =

. B

i(68)

where ci, Bi, (0i, and pi are, respectively, the coefficient of linear thermal expansion [mmx K'],
the bulk modulus [Pa], the mass fraction [kg/kg], and the density [kg/mr3 ] of the ith component. This
equation implicitly assumes that thermal shear stresses are low enough to be neglected, which may
be the case for concrete since cement paste has a low shear modulus. If the bulk moduli are not
known but it can be assumed that the various components of the mixture have similar values of
Poisson's ratio, the bulk moduli will be nearly proportional to the corresponding Young's moduli
and the Young's moduli, rather than bulk moduli, can be used in Eq. (68). If it can be assumed that
all of the components of the mixture have very similar bulk moduli, Eq. (68) reduces to

C&=

viai'

(69)

where vi is the volume fraction of the ith component. This simple mixing rule corresponds to the
Bruggeman rule (Eq. (55) with m = I and to the Hamilton-Crosser rule (Eqs. (58) and (59)) with
y = I (rl -- ). For normal strength or high strength concrete, the curve of thermal expansion versus
temperature tends to be rather similar to that of the principal aggregate, which typically occupies
roughly 70 percent of the volume of the concrete.
Equations (68) and (69) are known to provide bounds on the thermal expansion coefficient of
composite materials. There are other, more complicated, formulae in the technical literature [64-68]
that provide somewhat tighter bounds than these two equations. Some of these expressions require
knowledge of the shear modulus of each of the constituents, in addition to the bulk modulus. In
general, such information will not be available and so these other expressions are of little practical
value-for the present project. The bulk modulus of different rocks or minerals that might be used
as aggregates vary considerably with their origin and their porosity [51 ] so that even Eq. (68) is of
rather limited value unless bulk modulus data are available for the particular lot of aggregate. Since
it is much easier to measure high temperature thermal expansion than it is to measure high
temperature bulk modulus, Eq. (68) and the other expressions referred to at the beginning of this
paragraph are of limited use.
Typical normal strength concretes expand in length by roughly 0.5 to 1.5 percent between room
temperature and 1000 'C, corresponding to a decrease in density of roughly 1.5 to 4.5 percent. Thus,
for the purposes of this project, it is not necessary to know the thermal expansion of the concrete
very accurately. If approximate values for the bulk moduli of the constituents are known, Eq. (68)
is probably the most practical formula for predicting the density of the concrete. Otherwise, the
simple rule of mixtures, Eq. (69), should provide a fairly reliable estimate.

4.2 Enthalpy, Specific Heat, and Heats of Reaction
The good news is that (1) the enthalpy of a mixture of materials, such as those contained in concrete,
can be computed from the masses and enthalpies of the individual components, provided that the
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degree of hydration is known or measured; (2) the sensible specific heat will not vary much with
changes in type and quantity of aggregate; and (3) the heat of sorption for water will not differ much
from the heat of vaporization except for extremely small pores and any difference can be estimated
theoretically from the pore size. The bad news is that the rate of heat release or absorption due to
chemical reactions will vary with temperature, rate of temperature rise, degree of hydration, absorbed
moisture content, and pore pressure.
The specific heat of a mixture does not depend upon how the components are distributed but simply
upon the mass fraction and the specific heat of each component:
c

wi

(70)

Harmathy [41] has described a detailed approach to estimating the specific heat of the various
constituents of concrete, cement paste, fine aggregate, and coarse aggregate from the estimated
chemical composition of each constituent and then computing the specific heat of concrete using
Eq. (70). He goes into considerable detail and it does not seem necessary to replicate his work here.
It is recommended that this approach be used for the present project, supplemented by experimental
verifications.
In Harmathy's method of computing specific heats, he includes the enthalpy associated with release
of water of hydration as part of an effective specific heat. In the PCA model for predicting
temperatures and pore pressures of concrete exposed to fire conditions, that enthalpy is handled
separately from the sensible specific heat of the concrete. Thus care will be required to ensure that
the specific heats that are computed treat heats of vaporization, heats of sorption, and heats of
dehydration in a manner consistent with that used in the model.

4.3 Thermal Conductivity and Thermal Diffusivity
Heat transfer through a two-component medium, in the absence of large-scale convection, can be
considered as having three mechanisms: (a) true thermal conduction through the continuous and
discontinuous components, (b) natural thermal convection within the pores or cells of the material,
and (c) thermal radiation within the continuous and/or the discontinuous components. These several
components of heat transfer are additive but in general are not independent. For a material with
reasonably small cells or pores, such as concrete, heat transfer due to natural convection within the
pores is small and can either be neglected or can be lumped in with the true conduction component.
Large-scale convection, e.g., due to air and water vapor being driven through the concrete by a
gradient in pore pressure is not explicitly considered in this section.
Since the sensible portion of the specific heat of concrete will not vary greatly with changes in the
type and quantity of aggregate or even with degree of dehydration, the thermal conductivity and the
thermal diffusivity will be affected in similar amounts by changes in the concrete. For concrete, both
of these thermal transport properties are relatively weak functions of temperature, but they will
change quite significantly as functions of porosity, absorbed moisture content, and extent of
dehydration. Heating of concrete will result in differential thermal expansion between the cement
59

paste (wnlcn snrinKs as it is neatea• ana tne rine ana coarse aggregates. 3ucn expansion can greatly
affect thermal contact resistance at the interfaces between different components and hence
significantly change both thermal conductivity and thermal diffusivity. Pore pressure probably
would not directly affect these properties very much but it will affect the extent of dehydration and
the absorbed moisture content and thus could indirectly cause significant changes in thermal
conductivity and thermal diffusivity.
Thermal conductivity is defined in terms of the ratio of the heat flux to the temperature gradient, in
the absence of any mass flow. In general, there is no practical way to stop mass flow from occurring.
For materials with low permeability and low mass diffusivity, the diffusive mass flow may be small
enough that it should be possible to carry out transient thermal tests to determine thermal
conductivity and/or thermal diffusivity before significant mass transfer can occur. However,
evaporation and subsequent condensation of moisture can transfer large quantities of heat even for
small mass flows so separation of conducted heat from the heat associated with mass transfer can
be very difficult and tricky.
For a homogeneous material, thermal conductivity is defined as
q

(71)

VT

where q is the heat flux and VT is the temperature gradient. For a heterogeneous material, this
definition is extended to
effectiv

-

(VT)

'

(72)

where (VT) is the average value of the temperature gradient over a region large in comparison with
the size of the inhomogeneities. Unless the sample is large in comparison with the inhomogeneities,
it is scarcely meaningful to attempt to define an effective thermal conductivity.
In a multi-component material the effective thermal conductivity will depend upon:
1. The thermal conductivity of each component.
2. The proportions of each component.
3. The manner in which the components are distributed; in particular
a. whether or not the component is continuous in the direction of heat flow,
b. whether the component distribution is ordered or random,
c. the size, shape, and orientation of each segment of each component.
4. The nature of the contacts between the different components.
5. The emissive and absorptive properties of the components if there is significant radiative
heat transfer through one or more of the components.
The problem of computing the effective thermal conductivity of a mixture from the thermal
conductivities of the components is mathematically the same as the problem of computing the
electrical conductivity, dielectric constant, or magnetic permeability of a heterogeneous mixture.
Thtrp Pyictc n inrci hnclv nf nprtinint literatir• rniimh nf which i. covered in review article., [69-761

Srie. toliowing aiscussion covers a rew or me avaniamie mamnemaucai relations for correiating me
effective thermal conductivity of a mixture with the thermal conductivities of the individual
components.

The simplest model for purposes of analysis is that in which the two components are arrayed in
alternative parallel layers as shown in Figure 49. If the heat flow is parallel to the layers, the
effective thermal conductivity is given by
'k=f4
1 X +f 2 ) 2

(73)

wheref 1 andf_ are the volume fractions of the components having thermal conductivities ý. and A2,
respectively; this expression is simply the Bruggeman mixture rule, Eq. (55), with m = 1. If the heat
flow is perpendicular to the component layers,

XX
12

(74)

fX 1 ±f1 A,

this expression is the Bruggeman mixture rule with n = - 1. Equations (73) and (74) represent the
extreme limits of the thermal conductivity of a two-component mixture. These limits are shown in
Figure 50 for the case k1 = 10 A,. Although both Eq. (73) and (74) predict thermal conductivity
values intermediate between the conductivities of the individual components, the conductivity
obtained is very different for the two cases. Thus these limits are of relatively little use except for
laminated materials.

Heat flow
parallel to
layers

Heat flow
perpendicular to

-

*

layers

Figure 49. Two-phase material with phases distributed as parallel slabs.
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Figure 50. Effective thermal conductivity of a laminated material with heat flow parallel or
perpendicular to laminations.
It is possible to obtain tighter limits for the thermal conductivity of a two-component mixture by
calculating the apparent effective conductivity by each of two simple methods:
Series Slabs

The material is divided into thin slabs perpendicular to the direction of principal heat flow.
The effective conductivity of each slab is computed by assuming that the two components act
as conductors in parallel. The effective conductivity of the mixture is then computed by
assuming that the slabs act as conductors in series.
Parallel Tubes

The material is divided into thin tubes or rods parallel to the direction of principal heat flow.
The effective conductivity of each tube is computed by assuming-a that the two components
act as conductors in series. The effective conductivity of the mixture is then computed by
assuming that the tubes act as conductors in parallel.
Jackson and Coriell [77] have shown that these two methods provide upper and lower bounds for
the true effective conductivity of a mixture. In order to calculate these bounds it is necessary to
assume some sort of model representing the manner in which the components are deployed. Several
investigators have represented a disperse second component by a cubic array of cubes as shown in
Figure 51. The two methods described above can then be used to calculate limits for the effective
conductivity of the mixture. Since there is some confusion in the literature on these calculations, it
is worthwhile to spell out the steps and assumptions involved.
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Figure 5 1. Cross-section of the model in which a disperse second phase is considered to be a cubic
array of cubes.

Series Slabs

!.

As shown in Figure 51, the mixture is divided into slabs (A) containing no disperse second
component and into slabs (B) containing both continuous and disperse components. The
effective conductivity of the B-slabs is computed, using Eq. (73), by assuming the disperse and
continuous components act as conductors in parallel:
X

= Pa

d + (I

-

P") Xc

where P,, is the fraction of the total area which contains the disperse component of
conductivity '.d and (I - P,,) is the fraction of the area which contains the continuous
component of conductivity .,.
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I ne errective conauctivity or mne mixture is computeea, using trq. i t,4), Dy taKing me
and the B-slabs in series:

x

,-siaos

AXB
PCXA + (1

- PC)AB

whereAA AB,AB'B was given above, and P, is the fraction of the total length containing the
disperse component. Evaluation of this equation yields

Xc

(

(1 1 - P a) + Pa Zd/X(c
- Pa + P1aP) + Pa(l - Pt)Ad/Ac

(75)

Parallel Tubes
I.

In this approximation, the mixture is divided into parallel "tubes" (A) containing no disperse
second component and "tubes" (B) containing, both components.

2.

The effective conductivity of the B-tubes is computed, using Eq. (74), by assuming the
disperse and continuous components to be in series:

Pe X,

3.

+

( I

P1 IAd
)

The effective conductivity of the mixture is computed, using Eq. (73), by assuming the Atubes and B-tubes to be in parallel:
X = PaX'B + (1 - P,) XA

Evaluation of this equation yields:

S
A.

PC ( 1 - Pa) + ( 1 - PC + PaP)Xd/k

P1 + (1 + P)d) d/kc

(76)

In the above derivations, it was stated that the model was a cubic array of cubes. In fact, it is not
necessary to be so restrictive. For Eq. (75) to be valid, it is only necessary that the model can be
divided into two types of slabs (perpendicular to the flow of heat)-one containing no disperse
component and one having a fraction, P,, of disperse component which can be distributed in any
manner. For Eq.. (76) to be valid, it is only necessary that the model can be divided into-the two
types of "tubes" (parallel to the flow of heat). Thus Eqs. (75) and (76) are, in principle, also
applicable to dispersions of, for example, fibers or platelets oriented parallel or perpendicular to the
flow of heat. However, these equations will not necessarily bound the true effective conductivity
unless both are based on the same component deployment.
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For a disperse component in the form of cubes, or in which cubes may be used to approximate an
isometric disperse component, equations (75) and (76) may be recast in terms of the volumetric
fraction of disperse component, which is designated as f. For the model used, it is easily seen that Pa =f 13
and P =f2 3 ; with these substitutions, the forms usually seen are obtained:
Series Slabs

S(I

3) +f V 3 X dAd(X7

-_f
(I - f13 +f)

+ (f

1

3

-

f)Xd/(7c

Parallel Tubes

(f' 1 3 - f)

X
1Xc

f 1/3 + f) Xd/Xc

+ (1

f 1/3 X+ (1-

113
II3\~(78)
d•Xc

f 1/3)

Although one would appear to be, on the face of things, considering a fairly complicated model in
deriving Eqs. (77) to (78), a little thought reveals that the model reduces to the two simple electrical
networks shown in Figure 51. In the series-slabs model, one effectively assumes that the continuous
component has an infinite thermal conductivity normal to the principal flow of heat; thus this
approach, resulting in Eqs. (75) and (77), always overestimates the effective thermal conductivity.
In the parallel-tubes model, one effectively assumes that the continuous component has zero thermal
conductivity normal to the principal flow of heat; thus this approach, resulting in Eqs. (76) and (78),
always underestimates the effective thermal conductivity.
Maxwell derived an expression for the conductivity of a two-component dispersion of spherical
particles of conductivity X,, imbedded in a medium of conductivity A,. This expression is rigorously
valid for dilute dispersions where the average distance between dispersed particles is much larger
than the particle size. Maxwell's relation can be written in the form:

X
XC

2 - 2f + (I + 2f),X/AXc
-f)X/A(79)
2 + f + (I - f ,dlc
d)

The behavior of Eq. (79) for smallf is more easily seen by expanding it in the form:
X

3f(1 - XAd/c)
22

A+

3f

2

(I -

Xd /XAC)2

(2+_ X/ c

-'.,

f

1
<l

(80)

In Figure 52, the predictions of the series-slabs expression (Eq. (73)), the parallel-tubes expression
(Eq. (74)), and the -Maxwell dilute dispersion expression (Eq. (79)) are compared for the case
f = 0. 1. For values of Xd/)L, near 1, all three expressions agree. However, if the thermal
conductivities of the two components differ significantly, the series-slabs and parallel-tubes
0. 1.
expressions disagree with the Maxwell expression, which should be very accurate forf _<
To predict the thermal conductivity of a dispersion having less than about 0. 1 volume fraction of
isometric dispersed component imbedded in an isotropic continuous component, one should use the
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Figure 52. Computed effective conductivity of a dispersion of 0.1 volume fraction of a material of
conductivity .,, in a continuous matrix of material of conductivity X,.
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Series-slabs expression, Eq. (77)
Parallel-tubes expression, Eq. (78)
Maxwell dilute expression, Eq. (79)

Maxwell dilute dispersion expression, Eq. (79) or (80). The expressions obtained from the cubic
array of cubes, Eqs. (75) to (79), should not be used for dilute dispersions in media having an
isotropic continuous component. For anisotropic media, the Maxwell expression would have to be
modified. For highly anisotropic media, the implicit assumptions of either infinite or zero lateral
thermal conductivity of the continuous component might be more nearly met so that one of the
series-slabs or the parallel-tubes expressions (Eqs. (75) to (79)) might be more accurate than in
isotropic materials. For heat conduction in the poorest conducting direction, the series-slabs
expressions, Eqs. (73) and (75), should be more accurate while for heat conduction in the bestconducting direction, the parallel-tubes expressions, Eqs. (74) and (76) should be more accurate.
The two expressions (Eqs. (77) and (78)) derived from the model of a cubic array of cubes disagree
seriously with one another in the limiting case of small volume fractions of disperse component.
However, for volume fractions of the disperse component approaching unity, Eqs. (77) and (78)
converge to a common expression which, quite interestingly, is identical to the Maxwell dilute
dispersion expression, Eq. (74).
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conductivity of the continuous material is much greater than the effective conductivity of the pores,
Xd/Ac = 0 and the above expressions reduce to:
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In Figure 53 the predictions of Eqs. (81), (83), and (84) are shown for void volume fractions up to
0.1. Over this porosity range the Maxwell equation should be rather accurate if the porosity is in the
form of dispersed, disconnected, isometric pores. For cement paste and porous aggregates, this
generally will not be the case and Eq. (84) should then serve only as an upper limit for the effective
thermal conductivity of a porous material.
For dispersions which are sufficiently dilute for Eq. (79) to be valid, neither the size distribution of
the disperse particles nor the manner in which they are deployed are of consequence. However, these
factors must be considered if the concentration of the dispersed component is increased. Lord
Rayleigh treated the case of uniform spheres arrayed in a cubic lattice distribution. Meredith and
Tobias extended Rayleigh's derivation by an additional term and obtained [70]:
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Figure 53. The effect of porosity on thermal conductivity as computed by:
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for the conductivity normal to a side of the cube. If the term involving f "' in the denominator of
the right hand side is dropped, this expression reduces to the Maxwell dilute dispersion expression,
Eq. (79). Equation (86) should be more accurate than Eq. (79) for values off up to 7t/6 =0.524,
which is the maximum possible value for a cubic array of spheres.
A rigorous solution for the effective conductivity of a concentrated random array of particles of
varying sizes has not been achieved. Several approximations have been developed which are useful
in many cases. Bruggeman (see, e.g., [61,69-701) developed an expression,
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which has proved rather effective in predicting the conductivity of a dispersion containing a wide
range of particle sizes. For Ad -. 0, Eq. (87) reduces to
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For a concentrated dispersion containing only a narrow range of particle sizes, the Bruggeman
variable dispersion expression (Eq. (87)) tends to. overestimate the effect of the disperse component
while the Maxwell expression (Eq. (74)) tends to underestimate. Meridith and Tobias [70] suggested
an alternative semiempirical expression that predicts conductivity values intermediate between the
Bruggeman variable dispersion equation and the Maxwell dilute dispersion equation:
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which reduces to:

k _ 8(2 -f)(l - f)

;.C

2d " 2C

(4 + f)(4 -f)

(91)

and

Xd

X _ (I +f)(2 +f)

2kc

(I - f)(2 - f)

2.(

(92)

Meredith and Tobias [70] contrast the predictions of the various expressions given above. For a
given two-component system, all of these expressions predict two different conductivities, dependent
on which component is assumed to be disperse. Bruggeman (see [61,69]) derived another
approximate expression that should be applicable to mixtures where neither component is necessarily
continuous:
XI -

X_

A 2, + 2X + f2

A2 -A
-

A2

+ 2,X = 0

(93)

In Figure 54, the predictions of the Bruggeman mixture equations are compared with those from the
Maxwell dilute dispersion equation. It is seen that for small values off 2, the Bruggeman mixture
equation is in agreement with a dilute dispersion of particles of conductivity A2 in a matrix of
conductivity A,, while for values off 2 approaching unity the mixture equation predicts a conductivity
due to particles of conductivity A1 dispersed in a matrix of conductivity A2.
There have not been enough accurate measurements of the thermal conductivity of wellcharacterized concretes to provide adequate experimental confirmation of any of the above
equations. For well-defined systems (such as spheres dispersed in a continuous matrix) which are
in good correspondence to the models used in deriving these equations, measurements of electrical
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conductivity or dielectric constant have shown good agreement with the theoretical predictions of
these equations. Concretes, in general, cannot be readily described in terms of a simple model such
as spheres dispersed in a uniform medium, and hence in many cases the expressions cited above will
indicate qualitatively the effect of an additional component but should not be relied upon for accurate
quantitative predictions.

5. Experimental Techniques for Determination of Thermal Properties
5.1 Mass, Volume, and Density
At room temperature, the mass is easily determined by conventional weighing techniques and the
volume easily computed from the measured dimensions of a specimen of well-defined geometry.
The bulk density of the specimen is then computed from the mass and volume. In this report, the
determination of porosity and of "true" density are not addressed.
The change in mass as a specimen is heated is conventionally determined using thermogravimetry
(TG or TGA), which is a fancy way of saying that the sample is weighed while it is being heated.
There are numerous commercial TGA apparatus available. Typically, a crucible containing the
sample material is suspended, inside a vertical tube furnace, from a wire connected to an electronic
balance above the furnace. The furnace is equipped with a temperature controller that permits
increasing the furnace temperature at a pre-selected constant rate. Provision is made to minimize
convection effects on the weighing process and to measure the sample temperature. Usually the
furnace is purged with air or some other gas, at a very slow rate, to remove gases that evolve from
the test sample. Some TGA apparatus is designed so that the pressure of the gas surrounding the
sample can be controlled overa broad range.
Concrete and its components present a few challenges that homogeneous mate rials do not. Because
concrete is a mixture, with the large aggregate typically being I to 5 cm in mean diameter, it is either
necessary to use a rather large test sample of solid concrete in order to be statistically reliable or else
it is necessary to grind up a large sample into a powder, blend it thoroughly, and test a small portion
of the powder. Using a large sample of solid concrete presents several difficulties: (1) many TGA
apparatus cannot handle a large sample, (2) a large sample willnot be isothermal and it is therefore
difficult to know what temperature to assign to the test results, and (3) a large sample will retard the
evolution of gas - e.g.,. released water of hydration - from within the sample. Typically, one would
expect TGA test results on large solid samples to be dependent upon the sample.geometry and size,
as well as upon the rate of heating. Using a small powdered sample means that the average
temperature of the sample will be close to the temperature of the crucible and that the gas evolving
from the sample can easily escape. However, mass loss data taken on a small powdered sample
would not be representative of how the concrete would behave under fire conditions.
Rather than carrying out measurements on a solid or powdered sample of concrete, an alternative
approach for determining mass change versus temperature is to measure, separately, the mass change
of each of the components - cement paste, fine aggregate, and coarse aggregate - and compute the
expected mass change for the concrete mixture. Unless fairly large samples can be tested, this latter
approach is probably best, not only for mass change but for specific heat and heats of reaction.
As explained in Section 4.1, the change in volume due to heating is usually computed from data on
the linear thermal expansion of a suitably large sample. Various techniques for measuring thermal
expansion to high temperatures are described in [78-82]. Interferometric techniques, capacitance
cells, and X-ray diffraction are more complex and expensive than necessary for engineering materials

71

such as ceramics or concrete. Thermal expansion measurements can be made using optical
techniques, ranging from the use of a cathetometer to measure the change in position of fiducial
marks on the specimen, to the use of more sophisticated laser equipment However, the simplest
technique, and certainly the most commonly used technique, is push rod dilatometry. In this method
the relative expansion of the specimen is transmitted out of the furnace using tubes or rods of some
stable material. As described by Kirby [80], there are three variations of push rod dilatometry, with
differential dilatometry being the preferred approach whenever possible. In differential dilatometry,
the thermal expansion of the test specimen and the thermal expansion of a reference specimen, of
nominally the same length, are brought out of the furnace using nominally identical push rods. Since
the push rods hopefully experience the same longitudinal temperature distribution, their thermal
expansions should be very nearly identical. Thus, the relative motion of the room-temperature ends
of the push rods will be due to the relative thermal expansion of the test specimen and the (known)
reference specimen.
Most high-temperature dilatometers use specimens no larger than 5 mm in diameter by 50 mm long.
Considering that the high-strength concrete of interest to NIST in this project will have coarse
aggregate nominally 13 mm in size, thermal expansion specimens of the order of 100 to 200 mm in
length should be used if possible. If no other laboratory can handle such large specimens, it would
not be too difficult to build a dilatometer at NIST that could handle such sizes.

5.2 Enthalpy, Specific Heat, and Heats of Reaction
There are numerous methods for determining specific heat and heats of reaction[83-93]. Most of
the high-temperature techniques that would be suitable for concrete or its constituents are painfully
slow and therefore data acquisition is expensive. An exception is differential scanning calorimetry
(DSC), which is now the most commonly used procedure for measuring specific heat and for
studying reaction kinetics. Most DSC equipment uses very small samples, typically a fraction of a
gram in the form of powder, and can only handle measurements up to about 600 *C. For a material
such as concrete, it would be very difficult to obtain representative samples of such small size.
There are, however, a few commercial instruments that can accommodate large enough samples to
be representative of concrete and that can make measurements at temperatures up to 1200 'C or
higher. While the sensible heat capacity would not vary significantly with pressure, the reaction
kinetics may be seriously affected by the high pore pressures that may occur in concrete exposed to
fire conditions. Almost all commercial TGA and DSC equipment operates at atmospheric pressure
or below. If commercial equipment can be. found that can measure larger samples under controlled
pressures, the enthalpy and mass loss measurements should be relatively straightforward. An
alternative to using a pressurized system would be to measure on solid specimens of sufficient size

that there will be significant internal pore pressures.

5.3 Thermal Conductivity and Thermal Diffusivity
In determining thermal conductivity or thermal diffusivity of concrete, it is important to recognize
and deal with the influence of moisture migration. Traditionally, most thermal conductivity
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measurements are made under steady-state conditions with thermal conductivity being computed
from a geometrical factor, a heat input, and a temperature difference. The apparatus is operated
either under conditions of constant heat input, with the resultant temperature difference being
measured, or under conditions of constant temperature difference, with the resultant required heat
flux being measured. Under such conditions, it may not be possible to measure the thermal
conductivity corresponding to a given uniform moisture content in the specimen since the imposed
temperature gradient can drive the moisture to the cold side of the specimen where it will collect or
escape, depending upon the experimental configuration. Sometimes the moisture migration is
sufficiently slow that it appears as if steady-state conditions have been achieved but the data may not
yieldappropriate thermal conductivity values.
For moist materials, it often is preferable to determine the apparent thermal conductivity or apparent
thermal diffusivity under transient or periodic conditions so that data can be acquired without the
moisture being driven away. Considerable care and understanding are required to ensure that the
technique selected will yield property values that are appropriate for the end-use application.
Analysis and interpretation of the results obtained from transient or periodic tests requires caution
and an understanding of the limitations of the technique selected. For example, the differential
equation that describes conductive heat transfer in an isotropic material of thermal conductivity X,
density p, and specific heat C is V.(MVT) = pC(aT/t), where T is temperature and t is time. If the
thermal conductivity is independent of position and of temperature, it may be factored out on the lefthand side, yielding V2T = (1/K)(aT/at), where K = X/pC is the thermal diffusivity. Thermal
diffusivity is a questionable parameter if the thermal conductivity is not constant or if there are terms
in the differential equation representing other forms of heat transfer, such as radiation or, in the
present context, heat transfer associated with moisture migration. Even if an apparent thermal
diffusivity is defined for a given test method, analysis would be required to determine whether or
not it would be appropriate for use in predicting heat transfer under field use conditions. In general,
it is better to use the appropriate analysis of the experimental data to obtain the volumetric specific
heat and the apparent thermal conductivity.
The first concern in most techniques for measuring thermal conductivity is to force the heat flow to
be unidirectional. Since, under steady-state conditions, heat flow is proportional to a geometric
factor, a thermal conductivity, and a temperature difference, the direction of heat flow must be
controlled by controlling one or more of these variables. The experimenter's freedom in adjusting
these parameters is constrained, sometimes severely, by the often-conflicting requirements of being
able to accurately measure total heat flow, geometry, and temperature differences. Very practical
considerations, such as available specimen size, frequently constitute severe constraints on apparatus
design.
It is not possible to directly measure the heat flow in a specimen; one must, rather, measure the heat
flow into a specimen or out of a specimen. This necessitates that not only must transverse heat losses
or gains from or to the specimen be prevented or accounted for but, further, there must be no
unaccounted-for losses or gains between the specimen and the location at which the heat flow is
measured. The most common method of measuring heat flow into a thermal conductivity specimen
is to measure the electrical power dissipated in a heater at the hotter end of the specimen. In other
"absolute" methods, the heat flow out of a specimen is sometimes measured by a "flow calorimeter,"

with which one observes the temperature rise and flow rate in a circulating liquid of known heat
capacity, or by a "boil-off calorimeter," with which one observes the boil-off rate of a fluid of known
heat of vaporization. In some types of apparatus, the heat flow is determined from the temperature
difference or gradient in another material of hopefully known thermal conductivity that hopefully
has the same heat flow; a special case of this type of apparatus would be one using a heat flow meter
that is calibrated using one or more specimens of known thermal conductivity. This investigator's
bottom line on comparative versus absolute methods is that one should not use comparative methods,
including heat flow meter apparatus, unless there are absolute methods available that enable accurate
testing of calibration specimens of the same size, and under the same environmental conditions, as
are required in the comparison apparatus.
It is not possible to directly measure the temperature gradient in a specimen; one must, rather,
measure the temperature difference between two or more locations and then compute the average
temperature gradient. Consider a specimen held between a heat source and a heat sink. If the total
thermal resistance of the specimen is large compared with the thermal contact resistances between
the source and the specimen and between the specimen and the sink, then the temperature drop
across the specimen can be taken as equal to the temperature of the source minus the temperature
of the sink and it is not necessary to install temperature sensors in the specimen. However, if the
specimen has a low thermal resistance such that thermal contact resistances are not negligible, it is
necessary either to correct for these contact resistances or, what is usually done, to install
temperature sensors in the specimen.
Measurement techniques, both steady-state and non-steady-state, for determination of thermal
conductivity have been extensively reviewed [94,86,87]; for high-temperature measurements, the
state-of-the-art has not changed significantly since these reviews were completed. Many of the test
methods used for thermal conductivity and thermal diffusivity are described in the proceedings of
the International Thermal Conductivity Conference, dating back to 1961.
5.3.1 Steady-State Methods
Most thermal conductivity measurements are made under steady-state conditions, which typically
take some hours to achieve. For example, the NIST high-temperature guarded hot plate typically
takes 4 to 6 hours to reach steady state. By that time, most of the moisture would be driven out of
the specimen, so that the thermal conductivity values achieved would essentially correspond to a dry
state.
The vast majority of the various techniques for steady-state measurement of thermal conductivity
can be categorized under the headings given below (Types 1 through 7 utilize longitudinal heat
flow).
Type 1. Absolute axial heat flow in a rod
This type of apparatus usually use a specimen whose length is very long compared to its diameter,
with the specimen held coaxially in a guard cylinder whose inside diameter is typically two to four
times the snecimen diameter. the snace between the suecimen and the auard beine filled with thermal
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insulation. iucn apparatus is mainly intenaea for gooa mermai conauctors, sucn as metals or nign
density, high purity ceramics. For materials such as concrete that have quite low thermal
conductivity, it would be very difficult to provide adequate guarding, particularly at high
temperatures where the thermal conductivity of available insulations is not much lower than that of
concretes. In addition, the time to reach thermal equilibrium increases approximately as the square
of the specimen length so that long specimens should not be used when it is desired to attain
equilibrium before moisture is driven off.
Type 2. Comparative cut-bar apparatus
This type of apparatus typically uses a specimen whose length is comparable (within a factor of, say,
2) with its diameter. The specimen is placed between two rods of known thermal conductivity and
the thermal conductivity of the specimen computed from the ratio of the temperature gradients in the
known and unknown specimens. As for Type I equipment, a coaxial guard and thermal insulation
are used to control heat gains or losses. This design avoids the problems of providing the specimen
with an attached heater and heat sinkL Depending upon the thermal resistance of the specimen,
thermocouples may be installed in it or the temperature difference across the unknown specimen may
be computed by extrapolation of temperatures measured in the known specimens. For low-thermalconductivity materials, adequate guarding is difficult. For the thermal conductivity range of
concrete, there are not suitable reference materials over the temperature range of interest.
Type 3. Absolute cut-bar apparatus
This type of apparatus can accommodate specimens of similar geometry to those that are used in
comparative cut-bar apparatus. However, the apparatus is "absolute," in that the heat flow is
determined by measuring the input power to an electrical heater. The only apparatus of this type of
which the principal investigator is aware is the one he designed and built at NBS in the early 1960s.
By use of sophisticated mathematical analysis and careful experimental procedures, good data were
acquired at temperatures up to 1200 'C. In order to make accurate measurements on a material with
as low a thermal conductivity as that of concrete, a fairly large (e.g., 10 cm) specimen diameter
would be required.
Type 4. Guarded hot plate apparatus
This type of apparatus, intended for use on specimens having relatively low thermal conductivity,
utilizes a circular or square specimen whose diameter or edge length is typically an order of
magnitude larger than the thickness of the specimen. A guarded hot plate apparatus consists of a
heated metering plate, which may be square or circular, separated by a narrow insulating gap from
a surrounding coplanar guard plate. Typically, similar specimens are placed on either side of the hot
plate; the outside surfaces of the specimen are held between constant temperature cold plates. In
operation, the electrical power input to the guard plate is adjusted, usually automatically, so that a
multiple-junction differential thermocouple spanning the guard gap has zero output, indicating that
there is no temperature difference across the guard gap. Thus the electrically generated heat input
to the metering plate flows perpendicularly from both sides of the plate through the specimens to the
cold plates. Guarded hot plate apparatus are typically quite reliable at moderate temperatures but
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the agreement among different laboratories is not very good at elevated temperatures. The current
high-temperature guarded hot plate apparatus at NIST can only be used to about 450 'C. NIST plans
to design and build guarded hot plate apparatus for use to about 1200 'C, but that project will require
several years. The only commercial high-temperature guarded hot plate apparatus that have been
available in recent years are the Holometrix Model GHP-200, which accommodates circular
specimens up to 20 cm in diameter, and the Holometrix Model GHP-300, for specimens up to 30 cm
square. With the higher-temperature heaters from Holometrix, both models are advertised for use
at temperatures up to 650 'C. Anter Laboratories plans to manufacture guarded hot plate apparatus
based on the design of equipment developed at the National Physical Laboratory (United Kingdom).
All such guarded hot plate apparatus requires a long time to reach equilibrium, thus precluding the
possibility of obtaining valid thermal conductivity data before chemical reactions, such as loss of
water of hydration, take place.
Type 5. Unguarded hot plate apparatus
This type of apparatus is similar to a guarded hot plate apparatus but the hot plate is made so thin
and to have such a low lateral thermal conductance that is effectively self-guarding so that no
separate guard is required. The hot plate for such an apparatus has a low thermal capacity so that
it can have a fast thermal response, facilitating a rapid approach to thermal equilibrium. The absence
of a guard simplifies the design and the operation of this type of apparatus, as well as allows more
rapid operation. As will be discussed below under transient methods, an unguarded hot plate
apparatus can be operated in either steady-state or transient mode.
Type 6. Guarded flat plate calorimeter
This type of apparatus typically uses a specimen in the form of a flat slab whose thickness is much
less than its lateral dimensions. Rather than measure the electrical input to a heat on the hot side of
the specimen, a calorimeter is used to measure the heat flow from a central region on the colder side
of the specimen. Either a flow calorimeter or a boil-off calorimeter can be used. Since the heat
capacities and heats of vaporization of pure fluids are well known, such calorimeters can, at least in
principle, be quite accurate. The standardized flow calorimeter apparatus is known to have
significant errors for specimens having low thermal conductivity. A disadvantage of either type of
guarded flat plate calorimeter is that the colder side of the specimen remains at a temperature not too
much greater than that of the calorimetric fluid so that for high hot-side temperatures there is a very
large temperature difference across the specimen, making it more difficult to obtain accurate curves
of thermal conductivity versus temperature.
Type 7. Heat flow meter apparatus
This type of apparatus also uses a slab-shaped specimen, held between a hot plate and a cold plate.
A heat flow meter, which typically consists of a thin sheet of poorly conducting material with
provision to measure a signal that is proportional to a temperature difference through the meter, is
placed on one or both sides of the specimen. The apparatus is calibrated using specimens of known
thermal conductance. Such apparatus is the workhouse of the building insulation industry since it
can take data auite ranidlv (tvnicallv it is oDerated with the hot and cold olates at fixed temperatures)

ana is easy to operate. lnere uo not appear to oe any commerciai neat riow meters or aaequate
sensitivity that can cover the temperature range of interest for this project. More critically, there are
no suitable reference standards that could be used to calibrate a high-temperature heat flow meter
apparatus.
Type 8. Radial heat flow apparatus
This type of apparatus typically uses a specimen in the form of a right circular cylinder, with heat
flow radially outward from a heater located in a hole along the axis of the specimen. For solid
specimens, it is customary to have temperature sensors located at different radii within the specimen,
usually at several angular positions. The apparatus may have end heaters to provide guarding or the
specimen may be long enough that it is self-guarding. Such equipment has been used quite
successfully on materials ranging from powders to solid ceramics to metals and at temperatures well
in excess of what is needed for the present project. Instrumenting the specimens typically is time
consuming and the apparatus requires a long time to reach thermal equilibrium.
5.3.2 Transient Methods
Thermal diffusivity, which is a measure of the speed of propagation of heat into a material during
changes of temperature with time, is arguably easier to measure than thermal conductivity since it
does not require a power or heat flow measurement and since it does not require waiting for thermal
equilibrium (steady-state) to occur. For materials and conditions where the only form of energy
transport is via heat conduction, under conditions where the thermal conductivity can be assumed
to be constant, and when the density and specific heat are very well known from other measurements,
it is reasonable to measure thermal diffusivity and compute thermal conductivity values. For the
present project, it is essential that thermal conductivity, not thermal diffusivity, be measured.
Referring back to earlier parts of this report, it is easy to see (p. 5) that Eq. (2) follows from Eq. (1)
if the thermal conductivity is constant. However, when there are other modes of energy transfer,
thermal diffusivity is not a viable concept. For example, in the energy conservation equation (p. 15,
Eq. (53)) for the Ahmed model; all of the material properties are complicated functions of
temperature (and possibly of time and pore pressure) so that one cannot combine thermal
conductivity and volumetric specific heat as a single property, such as thermal diffusivity. The
models that might be used to predict simultaneous heat and mass transfer in porous media require
thermal conductivity, not thermal diffusivity as a material property. Accordingly, thermal diffusivity
measurements are not further considered in this report.
With one notable exception, there have been relatively few investigations that used transient
techniques to obtain thermal conductivity directly (as opposed to measuring thermal diffusivity and
computing thermal conductivity). There is a very extensive body of literature on hot-wire or probe
methods of measuring thermal conductivity. These techniques have been used extensively for
measurements on liquids, where it is important to complete a measurement before significant
convection can occur, and for soils and rocks, where it is desired to complete a measurement before
there is significant moisture migration. We will also refer to the "transient strip method," which is
pff.-r'thu,1%j n 1,2rinnt nfthP hnt-uwirp mpthnd
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conductivity measurements using one-dimensional transient heat flow through slabs of material; a
variant of this approach is considered to be the most viable one for the present project and therefore
such techniques are examined in some detail. Note that transient methods of measuring thermal
conductivity do require measurement of power or heat flow, which is not the case for thermal
diffusivity measurements.
Hot-Wire or Probe Methods
In the so-called hot-wire method, a heater wire is embedded in a specimen, or sandwiched between
two slabs. When the heater is turned on, its temperature-time history, or that of a nearby temperature
sensor, can be used to compute thermal transport properties. The values thus obtained correspond
to a small region of the specimen close to the heater wire and again there are serious questions as to
whether or not that small region is representative of a concrete sample with large aggregates.
Normally, one would want to have an effective specimen thickness, or effective probing depth, that
is roughly an order of magnitude larger than the largest aggregate.
The hot-wire technique and the variant known as or the probe method, both of which are sometimes
called the line-heat-source method, were reviewed in 1969 by Pratt [95] and, briefly, by Danielson
and Sidles [96]. At that time, the hot-wire method had been used mainly for fluids or for loose-fill
or blanket-type insulating material. During the period since these reviews were completed, there has
been rather extensive development, particularly in Europe, of the hot-wire method for use on
refractory materials, including firebrick. These developments have been reviewed by Davis [97].
Line heat source techniques have, over the past two decades, become the method of choice for most
determinations of the thermal conductivity of liquids. The probe method is a variant of the hot-wire
technique in which a heater and temperature sensor are packaged in a rigid probe, or needle, that can
be inserted into the specimen material. Recently Wechsler [98] reviewed probe methods for use on
solids and insulating materials. Flynn has provided a recent extensive bibliography [99] of these
methods, which includes abstracts for almost 300 relevant papers and reports. In the early 1980s,
another group at NIST carried out an investigation of hot wire techniques for measuring the thermal
conductivity of refractory materials at high temperatures [100].
Because of the extensive use of this technique on moist materials, and because of its possible
applicability to the present project, a comprehensive discussion of the theoretical basis of this
method is included in Appendix A. This discussion includes consideration of the effects of contact
resistance between the probe and the specimen and the influence of the finite thermal capacity of the
probe on the temperature-versus-time curves that are used to determine thermal conductivity.
There are several variations of the hot-wire method. Sometimes a thermocouple is used to measure
the temperature rise of the heater wire with, typically, the thermocouple measuring junction being
welded to the heater wire and the thermocouple leads going off perpendicularly to the heater wire.
With regard to the present project, this approach has two major disadvantages. First, for a specimen
with a fairly low thermal conductivity, the thermocouple leads may carry heat away from the
junction, resulting in erroneous temperature measurement. Second, for an inhomogeneous material
such as concrete, the temperature along the heater wire may vary with position and the use of a
thermocouple at a single location provides very little averaging of that temperature distribution. A
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better approach is to use the heater wire as a resistance thermometer to measure its own temperature,
thus providing averaging over the region between the potential taps. A probe also may have either
one or more discrete temperature sensors or may use the heater as a resistance thermometer. For
radial heat flow in cylindrical coordinates, which is the goal with line-heat-source methods,
measurement of the temperature-versus-time history of the heat source can provide, at least for
homogeneous specimens, accurate data for thermal conductivity but can provide only very limited
accuracy for specific heat or for thermal diffusivity. Better accuracy can be obtained for these two
properties if the temperature is measured at a known radius from the axis of the heater, either instead
of or in addition to the temperature at the axis. Thus, a separate temperature sensor (thermocouple
or resistance thermometer), installed at a measured radius from the heater, is sometimes used instead
of, or perhaps in addition to, the sensor used to measure the heater temperature.
When the hot-wire technique is used on solid specimens, it is customary to sandwich the heater and
temperature sensors between two slabs of the specimen material, with one of them being grooved
to accommodate the wire(s). Usually, the heater is turned on and assumed to provide constant power
for the duration of the test. It is necessary for the specimens to be large enough that they can be
assumed to behave as an infinite body during the duration of the measurements.
Transient Strip and Transient Patch Methods
Gustafsson [101- 103] and his colleagues have developed a variant of the hot-wire technique that uses
a narrow strip (typically a few millimeters wide) of pure metal-as both a heater and a resistance
thermometer. Their "transient hot-strip method" has been used with a strip of foil sandwiched
between two specimens or by vapor deposition of a heater directly onto the specimen, the latter
approach resulting in an extremely thin heater. The authors argue [101] that: "The fraction of the
heat that is 'hindered' by the air-filled or oil-filled slots, created at the edges of the strip, when
pressing it between the two plane test pieces, is consequently negligible. To achieve a similarly
favourable geometrical configuration for the transient hot-wire meth,od would be extremely difficult,
or impossible. This fact actually limits the hot-wire method to fluids or to such solids that can be
cast satisfactorily around the wire."
Brydsten and Bdckstr6m [104]
developed a technique wherein they
deposited two metal strips on the
specimen, with one strip serving as
a heater and the other strip serving
as a resistance thermometer, as
shown in Figure 55.
The operational procedures for
these two transient hot-strip
techniques are essentially the same
as those for the transient hot-wire
or probe methods.

2w,Heater

X
_
Thermometer

Figure 55. Pattern of copper and nickel strips used by
Brydsten and B.ckstrom [104]. The strip on the left is
the.hpnterr nnd the. -trin nn the. ricrht i- the thermornnetr
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Gustaffsson and his colleagues [105-106] also have developed a technique, which they call the
"transient plane source technique," in which the heater is a circular or rectangular patch that
resembles a resistance strain gage. Since the heater does not cover the entire area of the specimen,
as is the case for the methods described below, it seems more appropriate to refer to this technique
as a transient patch method. Operationally, this technique is similar to the transient hot-wire and
transient hot-strip methods.
Transient Plane Source Methods
In this report, the term "transient plane source methods" is used to designate transient methods in
which the heater(s) is(are) nominally the same size, laterally, as the specimens and heat is
constrained, by edge insulation or guarding, to flow in one direction, say, parallel to the z-axis, in
Cartesian coordinates. Some of the possible boundary conditions for transient plane source methods
are shown in Figure 56 [107]. Only the techniques in which the heat input is measured will provide
values for thermal conductivity. The techniques with temperature boundary conditions can only
provide thermal diffusivity values.
Vernotte [ 1081 suggested that the adiabatic boundary condition required for the boundary conditions
shown in Figure 56(a) could be achieved by using mirror images, as shown in Figure 57, where the
four slabs in the center of the stack are the specimen material and the ebonite slabs are intended to
provide thermal insulation. His assumption was that half of the power provided to each heater would
flow toward the center of the stack, resulting in the desired temperature-time history at the mid-plane
of the stack.
Constant heat input

Constant heat input
Measure temperature
rise on this face

Measure temperature
rise on this face
Perfect insulator•

Constant temperature

(a).

(b)

Constant temperature

Constant temperature
Measure temperature
rise on this face

Perfect insulator

Measure temperature
change at a suitable
point in block

Constant temperature

(c)

(d)

Figure 56. Possible boundary conditions for transient plane source methods for determination of
thermal conductivity or thermal diffusivity [107].
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Constant heat input

at these interfaces
Temperature rise
measured at this interface

x//½Eboniftý slab, 00 ,4
Figure 57. Experimental arrangement suggested by Vernotte [108,107].
Vernotte did not report having made any experimental measurements. When Clarke and Kingston
[107,109] implemented the method suggested by Vernotte, they found that, for tests on good
insulators, the assumption that half of the heat input flows toward the interface where temperatures
are measured was not satisfied. They added additional slabs of specimen material, as shown in
Figure 58 in order to provide "a further mirror image." Their heater consisted of a strip of foil
interleaved through the stack as shown in Figure 58. In. order to minimize the effects of the heat
generated in the loops on the heater strip, they provided a "guard pile" of specimen material on either
side of the "main pile." Basically this same technique was later-used by several other investigators
[110-113]. Bastian [113] carried out an extensive set of calculations to ascertain the effects of,
among other things, the finite heat capacity of the heaters and thermal contact resistance between the
heaters and the specimens.

Thermal
insulation
H •//.///.,,9.
H•//

Heater-

7

Therrnocouples

-

:Gua rd pile'*
*

Maind

~~~pile

il
Gadpl

Thermal insula tion
Figure 58. Experimental arrangement used by Clarke and Kingston [107,1091.
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For the present project, the use of such a thick stack of specimens is not appropriate since it would
take so long to bring such a thick mass to a uniform temperature that any chemical reactions, such
as loss of water of hydration, would have been completed long before the thermal conductivity test
could even begin.
Before discussing other transient techniques, it is useful to make reference to the thin-heater thermal
conductivity apparatus developed by Hager [114-120]. While this apparatus is normally allowed to
achieve steady-state conditions, the construction of the hot plate is similar to the design that is
proposed for the present project, and the Hager apparatus could be operated in a transient mode.
Figure 59 shows the apparatus used by Harmathy [121] to determine the thermal conductivity of
concrete and other building materials to high temperatures under transient conditions. The
arrangement of the various pieces of specimen material are shown in more clearly in Figure 60. The
entire assembly was wrapped in a 1/2-inch layer of ceramic fiber insulation and placed in a furnace
so as to minimize heat losses. For high-temperature tests, Harmathy used palladium foil as the
heater. Normally, direct current was used to energize this heater. However, Harmathy states:
For materials which are regarded as electrical insulators at room temperature, there
are generally no experimental problems up to about 700'C. Above this temperature
serious difficulties may arise, which are associated partly with a gradual increase in
the electrical conductivity of such materials, and partly with a slow charge build up
on the metal foil and thermocouple wires following the switching on of the foil
heating. This last phenomenon is caused mainly by space-charge polarization,
and is less serious when alternating current is used for foil heating. [emphasis
added]
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Thermocouple
junction

1 Heater
Measuring piece

Bottom piece

Figure 60. Specimen assembly used by Harmathy [121].
Harmathy used step-function heating, i.e., he turned on the heater and let it remain on until the
desired temperature-time history had been recorded. The experiment had to be kept short enough
for his assumption that the specimens were effectively of infinite thickness to be met. His
mathematical analysis required that the power to the heater be constant, which is not really true for
constant-current input to a heater made from a pure metal that has a significant increase in resistance
with increasing temperature. His analysis also did not account for the finite heat capacity of the
heater, or for contact resistance between the heater and the specimen pieces or between the "top
piece" and the "measuring piece." Other investigators who have used Harmathy's method include
[ 122-125]. The experimental setup used by Plummer, et al. [126], to measure the thermal diffusivity
of ceramics to high temperatures was quite similar to that used by Harmathy although these
investigators did not measure the power to the heater and thus could not obtain thermal conductivity.
The most popular method of measuring thermal diffusivity of homogeneous materials is the pulse
method, in which the front side of a specimen is irradiated by a short pulse from a laser or a flash
lamp and the temperature-versus-time history on the back side is recorded. In such tests it is difficult
to measure accurately the energy input by the pulse so that thermal conductivity cannot be obtained
directly. A few investigators have used a thin electrical heater to generate a short pulse of energy
and measured the energy input so that thermal conductivity could be computed. Dzhavadov [127]
used the experimental setup shown in Figure 61, in which three slabs of specimen material, of equal
thickness, were sandwiched between two plates that were maintained at constant temperature. The
heater at the lower interface was energized for a duration of the order of 0.1 s and the resultant
temperature pulse at the upper interface was recorded. From these data the thermal conductivity,
specific heat, and thermal diffusivity were computed.
The experimental technique used by Giedd and Onn [ 1281 more closely resembles the classical pulse
method in that only one slab of specimen material was used. The heater was a thin film of graphite
sprayed onto one side of the specimen. A thermocouple was attached to the back side of the

specimen. A very short pulse was used. The thermal diffusivity was computed from the half risetime on the back surface and the specific heat was computed from the overall temperature rise of the
specimen after it reached thermal equilibrium.
T.
-

-

-
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-

- ----

Temperature gage

d

------------

Heater
To

Figure 61. Specimen geometry used by Dzhavadov [127].
In a fairly recent book, Kubi6ir [129] describes, and references, the rather extensive work that has
been carried out at the Institute of Physics of the Slovak Academy of Science, in Slovakia, using
electrical pulse methods to determine thermal conductivity, specific heat, and thermal diffusivity.
The general experimental approach used at that laboratory is shown in Figure 62. The thermal
properties of the specimen are computed from the energy input to the heater, the maximum
temperature reached, and the time at which that maximum occurred. These investigators generally
used specimens of cylindrical geometry. Kubi~ir summarizes the procedures that have been
developed to deal with the effects of heat loss from the convex surface of the specimens, the finite
heat capacity of the heater, and thermal contact resistances between the specimen pieces.

Planar source

Thermometer

Current pulse

Temperature response
T

Im

time

Sample

Figure 62. Experimental layout of the pulse method used by Kubidr and colleagues [129].
Piorkowska and Galeski [ 130' 131 ] describe a transient technique for determining thermal conductivity in which the experimental layout is similar to that of a guarded hot plate apparatus. However,
the operational procedure is rather unique. In effect, the "cold plates" are programmed such that
their temperature increases linearly with time. Shortly, depending upon the specimen thickness, after
this programmed ramp is initiated, the temperature drop across the specimens approaches a quasisteady-state value. These investigators carried out two runs on the same specimens, with different
84

power inputs to the heater but with the cold plates increasing at the same rate. By subtracting the
measured temperature differences for these two runs, the transient terms cancel out and the thermal
conductivity can be obtained, even though true steady-state conditions are never achieved. The
subtraction of the two temperature-difference histories also eliminates the influence of heat
production or absorption associated with phase transformations. These authors provide extensive
mathematical analysis of their method, including allowing the thermal conductivity of the specimen
to be temperature dependent.
Some of the analysis procedures used for the above transient plane-source techniques are
summarized in Appendix B.
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6. Availability of Apparatus and Testing Services
The NIST Building and Fire Research Laboratory does not have in-house capability for carrying out
the required thermal property measurements over the temperature range of concern (room
temperature to 1200 °C). The NIST Ceramics Division, in the Materials Science and Engineering
Laboratory (MSEL), has the capability to carry out measurements of specific heat, heats of reaction,
and thermal expansion to temperatures higher than 1200 *C. However, their equipment uses rather
small samples. The DTA or DSC measurements would be made on powdered samples of the order
of a gram or so. The dilatometer uses a specimen nominally 5 mm in diameter by 25 mm long. The
Ceramics Division has no capability to measure thermal conductivity or thermal diffusivity above
room temperature. The NIST Metallurgy Division, in MSEL, can measure thermal diffusivity of
small specimens only at temperatures above 900 *C.
In order to locate laboratories, outside of NIST, that could provide some or all of the needed
measurements the following request was faxed to vendors of thermal property measurement
equipment:
The NIST Building and Fire Research Laboratory is working on a project concerning
the response of concrete to fire conditions. My responsibilities include determining
what thermal property measurements need to be made and locating laboratories
where these measurements can be done reliably.
The materials of interest are normal-strength and high-strength Portland cement
concrete, with quartz sand as the fine aggregate and (nominally) 1/2-inch limestone
as the coarse aggregate. We are primarily interested in the effective overall thermal
properties of the mixture of cement paste, fine aggregate, and coarse aggregate. Thus
for properties, such as thermal conductivity and thermal expansion, that depend upon
the sizes and deployment of the various phases, the test samples need to be large
compared to the size of the coarse aggregate. For properties such as heat capacity,
heats of reaction, and mass loss, that only depend upon the mass fraction of the
various components, either the test samples need to be large compared to the
aggregate size or else it would be necessary to grind and blend rather large pieces of
concrete and then take smaller representative samples from the resultant powder.
Ideally, we would like to obtain data from room temperature to 1200 C but are
interested in laboratories that could obtain data to temperatures above 800 C.
We have not yet determined how many tests will be required for each type of
measurement. However, there will be at least four types of concrete and it probably
will be appropriate to make measurements at several heating rates. Thus we
anticipate that approximately 10 to 12 tests for each property will be required. The
thermal properties of interest include:
Heat capacity and heats of reaction (probably DSC measurements)
Mass loss versus temperature (TGA)
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Thermal conductivity (direct measurements, not from thermal diffusivity)
Thermal diffusivity (?)
At this time, NIST does not wish to buy the instruments to carry out such
measurements, but prefers to contract to have the measurements made elsewhere. If
you only sell thermal measurement instrumentation and do not provide testing
services, please let me know of laboratories that can provide such measurement
services, either using your instrumentation or other types of equipment. It also would
be helpful if you could indicate which models of your instrumentation would be most
appropriate for which types of measurement.
If you do provide testing services, please let me know what types of measurements
you can provide, along with the temperature range, estimated accuracy, and required
sample size and geometry for each type of measurement. Also, please provide an
estimate of the costs of such measurements.
A similar request was faxed to numerous laboratories, but with the next-to-last paragraph omitted.
As of thedate of this report, the following vendors and laboratories have been contacted (for foreign
vendors, the city of their U.S. subsidiary is given):
Anter Corporation (Pittsburgh, PA)

Ball Aerospace Systems (Boulder, CO)
Cahn Instruments (Madison, WI)
Colorado School of Mines (Golden, CO)
Concurrent Technologies Corporation (Johnstown, PA)
Coors Analytical Company (Golden, CO)
duPont Fibers Analytical Services (Wilmington, DE)
Geoscience Ltd. (San Diego, CA)
Hauser Laboratories (Boulder, CO)
Harrop Industries, Inc. (Columbus, OH)
Hazen Research, Inc. (Golden, CO)

Holometrix, Inc. (Bedford, MA)
Industrial Science & Technology Network, Inc. (York, PA)
Iowa State University (Ames, 1A)
Itertek Testing Services (Richardson, TX)
Leach & Garner Technology (North Attleboro, MA)
Linseis Inc. (Princeton Junction, NJ)
Arthur D. Little, Inc. (Cambridge, MA)
Lockheed Martin (Orlando, FL)
Louisiana Productivity Center (Lafayette, LA)
The M&P Lab (Schenectady, NY)
Massachusetts Materials Research (Boylston, MA)
MATECH Associates (Scranton, PA)
Materials Research & Engineering, Inc. (Boulder, CO)
Mettler Toledo Inc. (Hightstown, NJ)
National Physical Laboratory (Teddington, Middlesex, United Kingdom)
Netzsch Instruments, Inc. (Paoli, PA)
Northrop (Rolling Meadows, IL)
Oak Ridge National Laboratory (Oak Ridge, TN)
Orton Ceramic Foundation (Westerville, OH)
Owens Corning Fiberglas Corporation (Granville, OH)
Polymer Solutions Inc. (Blacksburg, VA)
Precision Measurements and Instruments Corporation (Philomath, OR)
Research Triangle Institute (Research Triangle Park, NC)

SETARAM (Grand Prairie, TX)
Shimadzu (Columbia, MD)
Showa Denko America (New York, NY)
TA Instruments (New Castle, DE)
Texas Research Institute (Austin, TX)
Tg Technologies, Inc. (Freehold, NJ)
Theta Industries (Port Washington, NY)
TPRL, Inc. (West Lafayette, IN)
Tulane University (New Orleans, LA)
Ulvac Technologies, Inc. (Methuen, MA)
University of Illinois (Champaign, IL)
As replies from these organizations have come in, there have been numerous suggestions of other
laboratories that might be able to carry out some of the measurements. Thus, it is anticipated that
there will be further additions to the above list.
While it is too early to select particular laboratories to carry out the needed measurements, it is clear
that there will be multiple laboratories with the capability to measure specific heat, heats of reaction,
mass loss, and thermal expansion. A few laboratories can measure thermal conductivity (cut-bar
method) or thermal diffusivity (flash method) on specimens that are too small to be representative
of concrete. Thus far, only one laboratory has indicated that they can measure thermal conductivity
using a guarded hot plate apparatus. As discussed earlier in this report, a guarded hot plate apparatus
is too slow to allow measurements to be made before chemical reactions go to completion.

7. Design of New Apparatus for High-Temperature
Thermal Conductivity Measurements
The cross section of the proposed test setup is shown in Figure 63 - it consists of a thin-foil heater
sandwiched between two similar specimens, which are in turn sandwiched between two "cold
plates." The specimens will be nominally 200 mm square with thicknesses in the range of 10 to
perhaps 50 rmm. The cold plates will simply be square, thin sheets of corrosion-resistance metal,
such as nichrome or inconel; further analysis may indicate that it would be desirable to provide a
guard gap in these cold plates in order to reduce lateral heat flow. NIST has purchased a hightemperature furnace for this project - the outside surfaces of the two cold plates will be exposed to
the air in the furnace. The edges of the stack, shown in Figure 63, will be insulated with ceramic
fiber insulation.
An expanded view of the thin-foil heater is shown in Figure 64 (not to scale). The heater will consist
of a sheet of 0.025 mm platinum foil, folded to make a long, thin U. The interior of the U will be
filled by a sheet of ceramic paper, with slots cut into it to accept potential leads to measure the
voltage drop across the central portion of the heater. The two arms of the U will be attached to nickel
busbars to provide the electrical current for the heater. The platinum heater will also act as a
resistance thermometer to read its own temperature. In addition, the space within the U will be
provided with Type N thermocouples to provide an independent check on the heater temperature.
Several Type N thermocouples will also be attached to each of the two cold plates to provide their
temperature.
The type of heaters used, e.g., by Harmathy [121] and by Plummer, etal., are not folded back on
themselves as is proposed here. Rather, the current leads for those heaters are at opposite ends of
a flat strip heater. That design would be satisfactory if the heater were to be heated by direct current.
However, it is proposed that the heater for the NIST apparatus be powered by alternating current,
both to minimize the space-charge effects which Harmathy encountered (see the quotation on p.82
of this report) and to enable the use of an integrating digital voltmeter, with excellent ac common
mode rejection, to read thermocouple voltages without serious errors due to leakage currents from
the heater. With a single-pass heater, such as those used by Harmathy and by Plummer, there would
be large inductances in the current loop and in the potential tap loop; such inductances could cause
serious measurement errors unless very sophisticated equipment were used to measure the relative
phases of the current and voltage signals. The folded heater design that is proposed will have
minimal inductance so that the power to the heater is simply the product of the root-mean-square
voltage drop across the central portion of the heater times the root-mean-square current through the
heater, and the resistance of the heater will be simply the quotient of these two quantities.
Figure 65 shows how the thin-foil heater will be supported. To the right of these drawing can be
seen two pieces of nickel angle stock that act as legs to support the right-hand-side of the twin
busbars. At the left end of the busbars, they are electrically separated from each other by a thin
ceramic washer through which a ceramic pin is inserted to provide a means of supporting that end
of the hiiharq.
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a

Figure 63. Cross section of proposed apparatus for high-temperature thermal conductivity
measurements.
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Figure 65. Elevation view of the foil heater showing the support structure that also serves as current
leads. The free end of the busbar is supported from the support frame shown in the next figure.
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Figure 50 is a conceptual view of the (mcnrome or inconel) support frame from wlich the tOll heater,
specimens, and cold plates are suspended. The upper drawing is a plan view showing support rails,
at each side, from which the components of the specimen assembly are hung. These support rails
are held up by four legs, made of angle stock, as shown in the lower elevation view. Halfway up the
rear legs a load screw plate is attached. The other load screw is supported from an angled arm
attached to a fulcrum. The arrangement for the load screws can better be seen in Figure 67, which
shows how a compressive load is applied to the specimen stack (for clarity, the support frame has
been omitted in this drawing). Figure 67 represents the case where the weight that provides the
compressive load is located inside the furnace. If possible, it would be preferable not too have the
weight inside the furnace since it takes up a lot of space, provides a large thermal load for the
furnace, and makes it difficult to change the applied force. A far preferable arrangement would be
as shown in Figure 68, where the loading force is provided by a weight below the furnace, thus
permitting the placement of two identical apparatus inside the furnace. The furnace that has been
ordered by NIST is a bottom loading furnace and it may'not be practical to have the weights located
below the furnace. Figure 69 shows an arrangement whereby the weights can be located above the
furnace with a pulley and cable (not shown) to reverse the direction of the force provided by each
weight.
The intent is to run the tests in a manner analogous to that used by Piorkowska and Galeski [130131 ], as described above on pp. 84-85. Since the changes to the specimens due to chemical reactions
will be irreversible, it will not be possible to run tests on the same specimens at two different power
levels. Rather, it is planned to run two tests simultaneously on two similar pairs of specimens, one
test at a low power (just enough to enable obtaining accurate data for the heater resistance) and one
test at a power large enough to cause a temperature drop of, say, 20 to 40 K across the specimens.
The calculation procedure used by Piorkowska and Galeski is summarized in Appendix B.
With this apparatus, it also would be possible to carry out runs using Harmathy's method, which is
described briefly on pp. 82-83, using his calculation procedure, which is summarized in Appendix B.
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Figure 66. The support frame from which the foil heater, specimens, and cold plates are suspended.
The fulcrum position would vary depending upon how the loading force is applied.
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Figure 67. Elevation view of the apparatus if the loading force is provided by a weight inside the
furnace.
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Figure 68. Elevation view of the apparatus if the loading force is provided by a weight below the
furnace.
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Figure 69. Elevation view of the apparatus if the loading force is provided by a weight and pulley
system above the furnace.
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Appendix A. Analysis Procedures for Transient Hot-Wire or Probe
Techniques for Thermal Conductivity Measurement
Transient techniques for thermal conductivity measurement have been utilized with planar heat
sources, point or spherical heat sources, and cylindrical heat sources, In this appendix, attention is
confined to measurement systems utilizing a cylindrical geometry. For most of the analyses
discussed below, an infinitely long heat source is assumed. The end effects due to a finite source
length are briefly discussed.

A.1 Ideal Line Heat Source
The simplest analysis involves an ideal line heat source (i.e., a source of vanishing diameter) that is
turned on at zero time and thereafter produces a constant heat output. Apparatus used for
determining the thermal conductivity of liquids and gases usually appioximates this ideal line heat
source quite closely, the heater wire, which also serves as a resistance thermometer, typically being
about 5 to 25 pam in diameter. Thin wire heaters also are frequently used for measuring the thermal
conductivity of thermal insulation, including refractory materials. For in-situ measurements of, for
example, soil thermal properties, a larger, more rugged probe is needed and it is necessary to account
for the finite size and thermal capacity of the probe, as well as for thermal contact resistance between
the probe and the surrounding medium". It is useful, however, to consider the analysis for an ideal
line heat source since that solution serves as a limiting form of the solution for a probe as its
diameter decreases and contact resistance becomes smaller.
In some implementations of the line heat source method, the temperature of the heater wire, or
slender probe, is measured. In other implementations, the temperature is measured in the
surrounding medium at some known radius from the axis of the heater or probe.
Following Carslaw and Jaeger [Al, pp. 261-262], we suppose heat to be released at the continuous
rate Q per unit time per unit length along the z-axis. If the heat supply begins at the time t = 0, when
the medium is isothermal at a temperature T = 0, the temperature at a distance r from the z-axis is
given by
T(r,t)

QE 1( 4't)
4n.

,

(1)

where
-ie-•.dx

E (x) =

(2)

oX
X

is the exponential integral, I is thermal conductivity, and K is thermal diffusivity.. For small values
of x, corresponding to small values of the radius r or large values of the time t, Eq. (2) reduces to
E,(x) = -y - Vnx +
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where y = 0.577216... is Euler's constant. For values of x sufficiently small that x is negligible
compared with Vn x, the temperature is given simply by
T(r,t)

=-_Q

y + In4Kr-

4itX

(4)

r2

For measurements at a fixed value of r,
T(a,t)

--L (A + Int)

,

(5)

where A is a constant whose value need not be known if only thermal conductivity is needed. Thus
the thermal conductivity can be computed from the strength of the heat source and the slope of a plot
of temperature versus the logarithm of time. Note that in using Eq. (5) to obtain thermal
conductivity, it is not necessary to specify the radius at which the temperature is measured, provided
the value of 4Kt/ 2 is large enough for Eqs. (4) and (5) to be valid. If it is desired to use Eq. (4) to
compute thermal diffusivity values, it is necessary to know accurately the radius of the heater wire
or probe. As pointed out, e.g., by Nieto de Castro [A2-A3], with the very thin probes used for
measurements on fluids, and the very short times that are used in order to avoid convection effects,
it generally is not possible to obtain thermal diffusivity (or specific heat) values with anywhere near
the accuracy that is possible for thermal conductivity values.
For many investigations it is assumed that the line heat source probe is very thin and also very
conductive in the radial direction so that the temperature across the probe can be considered to be
constant at any given time. Under such conditions the temperature of the probe itself can be used
to determine the thermal conductivity, provided the heated section of the probe is also sufficiently
long, and of sufficiently low thermal conductance, that all of the power input to the portion of the
probe where the temperature is measured can be assumed to flow-radially into the surrounding
medium whose thermal conductivity is to be determined.
Some investigators have used a two-wire or two-probe method in which the temperature is measured
by a sensor located at some distance away from the line heat source. Under such conditions the
value of 4Kt/r 2 is usually not large enough for Eq. (5) to be valid so that the thermal conductivity
needs to computed using Eq. (1).

A.2 Finite-Diameter Probe
Jaeger [A4; 2, pp. 344-345] has derived a solution for a finite-diameter probe, made of a perfect
conductor, with finite thermal contact resistance between the probe and the surrounding medium.
As above, the medium is assumed initially to be isothermal at T= 0 when the probe is energized at
the constant rate Q per unit time per unit length. The temperature of the probe is given by

A-2

T(t)

=Q

(6)
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-
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and J, and Y, are the Bessel functions of the first and second kind, respectively, of order I. The
a, and -care defined as
dimensionless parameters a3,
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where the properties of the medium are thermal conductivity, I [W/m'K], density, p [kg/m 3], specific
heat, C [J/kg.K], and thermal diffusivity, K [m2/s]; the probe is of radius b [m]; S [J/m-K] is the
thermal capacity per unit length of the probe; and h [W/m 2'K] is the heat transfer coefficient between
the probe and the surrounding medium. The dimensionless parameter 13is the ratio of the thermal
contact resistance, I/h, at the probe-medium interface to the thermal resistance, bl,, of a layer of the
medium of thickness b. The dimensionless parameter a is twice the ratio of the thermal capacity of
a cylinder of the medium material of radius b to the thermal capacity of an equal-length of ihe probe.
(Note that the probe could actually be a hollow cylinder, rather than a solid cylinder, with S being
the thermal capacity of the actual probe material present.) The parameter "r is the usual
dimensionless time that is used in transient heat conduction problems, obtained by multiplying the
actual time by the ratio of the thermal diffusivity to the square of a characteristic dimension, in this
case the radius of the probe (this parameter -r is often referred to as the Fourier number).
The integration shown in Eq. (7) cannot be carried out in closed form so it must be done numerically.
For small values of t, Jaeger [A4] shows that

when the heat transfer coefficient h is finite so that

G(C3, a,T)

a

-

A-3

13 > 0, and
4

x3

(11)

when h is infinite (perfect contact) so that 13 = 0. For large values of r, Jaeger [A4] shows that
G(P3,a,0t) =-1-2P
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For values of z sufficiently large that the last two terms, involving 'T", can be neglected, Eq. (12)
reduces to

[2P

G(-, ox)

y + ln4at +

(13)

If the probe has a vanishingly small thermal capacity, so that Pi - 0, Eq. (13) reduces to Eq. (4), the
expression for an ideal line source. Two features of Eq. (13) are worthy of note. First, for long
enough times, the thermal capacity of the probe is no longer a factor. Second, for long enough times,
the effect of thermal contact resistance becomes independent of time so that one can compute
thermal conductivity from a plot of temperature versus the logarithm of time without having to know
either the thermal contact resistance or the thermal capacity of the probe. For a line heat source or
a very slender probe such as those used for-laboratory measurements on loose-fill materials, it is
relatively easy to work in the region where Eq. (13) is valid. However, a probe for in-situ
measurements of the thermal properties of soils must be rugged enough, and thus large enough in
diameter, to be inserted I or 2 meters into the ground. Since -ris inversely proportional to the square
of the radius of the probe, increasing the probe diameter by, say, an order of magnitude in order to
achieve adequate strength, reduces the values of t by two orders of magnitude. Thus, as is discussed
in more detail below, for the probes to be developed for this project, it is necessary to use
expressions that are more accurate than Eq. (13) for the values of 't that are of concern.
It also is of interest to examine the behavior of Eq. (7) in the limit when a - c. This limit
corresponds to the case where the probe is of finite diameter but has negligible thermal capacity.
Such a probe could be approximated by a very thin-walled hollow tube. As shown by Jaeger [A4],
for Pi =0 and o--

G(00

G (0[,
=

2
) ] du__
- exp (-u
u3[J
3[) 122(u) + Y 2(u)]

For finite values of thermal contact resistance (i.e.,
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Pi > 0),

(14)

G(01, 0,C)

=

P + G(0,oo, r) ;
2nr

(15)

it is seen that 03 only shows up with respect to the constant temperature drop between the probe and
the medium. Thus , for determinations of thermal conductivity, it is not necessary to know or to
determine the thermal contact resistance. Equation (14) is the same as the solution for an infinite
region with constant heat flux at r = a [Al, p. 3381.

Blackwell [A5] derived, with very different notation, the equivalent solution to Es. (6)-(9). In his
short-time approximate solution, he included one more term that is given in Eq. (10); in our notation

it is
G

a-r) =

-

2

+

8a

T5/2

.. j

(16)

Blackwell's long-time approximation, with appropriate changes in notation agrees with Eq. (12),
above. Blackwell [A5] also considered the problem of a hollow cylindrical probe, having a finite
thermal conductivity, with heat supplied at the outer surface of the probe and the temperature

measured at the inner surface. He obtained large-time and short-time solutions that agreed with Eqs.
(12) and (16), above but with the inclusion of correction terms that account for the temperature
difference between the inner and outer radii of the probe. As pointed out by Blackwell [A5] and by
Wechsler [A6], the corrections in Blackwell's equations are quite small for well-designed probes.
Furthermore, in the long-time solution given by Blackwell the correction term for finite probe
thermal conductivity varies as C' so that, for times long enough that Eq. (13) is valid, it drops out.
De Vries and Peck [A7] derived a long-time solution for a cylindrical probe, of finite thermal
conductivity, with an ideal line heat source at its axis. With appropriate change of variables, their
- ,where XP is the
solution is identical to Eq. (12), with the addition of a term (- l/cc) (MJ).
thermal conductivity of the probe material, inside the square brackets. For a homogeneous probe,
this term reduces to (- 1/2) (K /KP )- T -, where KP is the thermal diffusivity of the probe material.
As with Blackwell's solution, the correction term for finite probe conductivity is not needed for
times long enough that Eq. (13) can be used.
Christoffel and Calhaem [A8] give solutions, analogous to those of Carslaw [A4], for a perfectly
conducting probe with no contact resistance, a perfectly conducting probe with contact resistance,
and a probe having a finite thermal conductivity but no contact resistance. Although these authors
do not indicate where the heat source is, their solution for a probe having a finite thermal
conductivity appears to correspond to a probe heated at its outer surface. Their correction for finite
probe conductivity is similar to that of Blackwell, whose solution is for a probe with heat supplied
at its outer surface.
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Bruijn, et al. [A9] used a "modified Jaeger model," which was a homogeneous solid cylindrical
probe having the same thermal capacity per unit length as the real probe and an effective thermal
contact resistance consisting of the contact resistance between the outer surface of the probe and the
surrounding medium and an internal thermal resistance computed between the position of the
temperature sensor and the outer radius of the probe. This internal resistance was computed for an
idealized probe, with the heater at the axis, surrounded by a hollow cylinder of electrically insulating
material (in which the temperature sensor was placed), and an outer metal cylinder. The internal
resistance was assumed to be that computed for steady-state radial heat flow in the idealized probe,
on the basis that the time constant of the probe is so short compared to the duration of a test that a
steady-state temperature profile would be established in the probe.
Bruijn, et al., also give equations for a "four-regions model," consisting of coaxial cylinders: heating
wire, insulating material, tube, and medium to be measured. These equations were left in terms of
the Laplace-transformed temperatures and therefore are not suitable for use in data analysis.
Lin and Love [A10] give analytical solutions, similar to those of Jeager [A4] and of Blackwell [A5],
for a system consisting of a probe, a well casing, and a surrounding medium. The probe and the well
casing are assumed to have infinite radial thermal conductivity. They investigate the cases with and
without thermal contact resistance at the interfaces and obtain integral solutions, large-time
approximate solutions, and small-time approximate solutions. While their results are valuable, the
extra complexity of three regions, rather than two, is not needed for the present project.
Bastian and Grosjean [A ll] provide analytical solutions for probe consisting of a hollow pipe, open
at the ends, with the unique feature that the material being tested in situated both outside and inside
the probe.
All of the above theory was based on the assumption that the probe was infinite in length. In a
separate paper, Blackwell [A 121 examined the errors due to axial heat flow in a finite-length probe
and provided guidelines for selecting a suitably long probe to avoid significant errors. Kierkus, et
al.,[A 13] have examined end effects in conjunction with a line heat source method for fluids.
As indicated previously, most investigators have used a simple large-time solution, such as Eq. (5)
or (13), while a few investigators have used a somewhat more involved expression, such as Eq. (12).
Very few workers have used an integral expression, such as Eqs. (6)-(9), that is valid over the entire
time range.
In conjunction with the Thermal Property Analyzer (TPA) developed for EPRI by workers at Ontario
Hydro [A 141, a program was written that used a non-linear least squares fit to Blackwell's model
[A5] to obtain thermal diffusivity and thermal contact resistance from the temperature versus time
data, experimentally determined probe parameters ("effective probe radius" and probe thermal
capacity), soil thermal conductivity, and probe power. It is not evident why these investigators
elected to compute the thermal conductivity, separately, from the slope of the temperature-versustime curve, rather than to have the computer program determine thermal conductivity as well. It
appears that they computed thermal conductivity from the large-time data, where thermal diffusivity
(or heat capacity) of the soil and contact resistance would cause relatively little effect, and then
A-6

computed the thermal diffusivity and contact resistance using small-time data. It would be preferable
to have the computer use the entire temperature-time history and obtain self-consistent values for
thermal conductivity, thermal diffusivity/heat capacity, and contact resistance. With the
microprocessors that were available two decades ago, these investigators had to use a simpler
approach for the software built into the TPA. They only used the non-linear curve fit program with
a mainframe computer.
At about the same time, investigators at Sandia National Laboratories developed equipment and data
analysis procedures [A 15-A 19] for using a probe method to determine the thermal conductivity of
powders at high temperatures. These workers used Jaeger's analysis [A4], namely our Eqs. (6)-(9),
(11), and (12), as well as finite element or finite difference techniques, to assist in designing their
probes. For data analysis, they used a non-linear least squares fit, or parameter estimation technique,
based on Jaeger's analysis. There is a significant gap between the range of validity of the small-time
solution, Eq. (11), and that of the large-time solution, Eq. (12). There is an intermediate range of
-rwhere neither solution even comes close to providing accurate results. The Sandia workers used
the full integral solution, our Eqs. (6)-(9), for small and intermediate values of time and Eq. (12) for
and ae,
large times. They carried out a numerical study to determine what values of t, for a given P3
to use for the transition from one solution to the other, so as to obtain good continuity in temperature
and its derivative with respect to time. (Discontinuity in either quantity, and particularly in the
derivative, can wreck havoc with a non-linear least squares fit.) Koski [A17] indicated that the
integral equation, our Eq. (7) proved difficult to integrate in a simple, rapid manner, particularly for
larger values of 'r,which is the reason they used the approximate solution for larger times.

A.3. Numerical Results
A FORTRAN program was written to compute values of G (p, a, -r), using Eqs. (6)-(9), (14), and.
(15). Figure A I shows G plotted versus 'r with a as a parameter for [3 = 0, i.e., no contact resistance.
Considering first the ideal-probe with no thermal capacity, i.e., a - o, it is seen that, in this semi-log
plot, the probe temperature curves rather slowly at small and medium times and asymptotically
approaches a straight-line for values of -r greater than about 100, in accordance with Eqs. (5) and
(13). Figure AI includes curves corresponding to a = -, 100, 50, 20, 10, 5, 2, 1,0.5, 0.2, and 0.1
Although the curves for the larger values cannot be distinguished, Figure A2 shows that as the
thermal capacity of the probe approaches and then exceeds the thermal capacity of an equivalent
volume of the surrounding medium (e.g., soil), a significant time delay is introduced at earlier times.
When the contact resistance is zero, as in this case, or relatively small, the time lag due to a probe
=2) actually results in
having a thermal capacity approximately equal to that of the medium (i.e., P3
the curve of temperature versus the logarithm of time approaching a straight line more rapidly than
in the case where the probe has a very small thermal capacity. When the thermal capacity of the
probe greatly exceeds that of an equivalent volume of the medium, the probe temperature lags behind
until values of tr of the order of 1000 are attained. Inspection of Fig. Al shows that if data over a
rather limited range of temperatures, say -cgoing from 10 to 100, were used, it would be easy to be
fooled into thinking the "straight-line region" had been reached but the slope thereby used to
compute thermal conductivity could be significantly in error.
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Figure A2 shows the same curves as those in Fig. 1,but plotted with a different vertical axis in order
to facilitate comparison with the next four figures. Figure A3 shows how the curves change when
= I (i.e., the contact resistance is equal
contact resistance is present, in this case corresponding to P3
having a thickness equal to the radius
medium
surrounding
of
the
layer
a
plane
to the resistance of
of the probe). For the case of a very light probe, with a -. -, the contact resistance simply displaces
the temperature-time curve upward, as shown by Eq. (15). For probes having large thermal capacity,
the probe temperature cannot "jump" in response to the contact resistance so the temperature of such
probes initially increases slowly and then accelerates to "catch up" with the curve for probes having
very low thermal capacity. A potentially serious consequence of this behavior is that the curves of
temperature versus the logarithm of time can have deceptively linear regions that are much steeper
than the true final slope, thus exacerbating the potential error in thermal conductivity. Figures A4,
= 2,
A5, and A6 show the computed temperature-time curves for larger contact resistances, with P3
3, and 4, respectively. The effects discussed above in this paragraph are exaggerated further as
contact resistance increases.
The results shown in these figures clearly illustrate that great caution must be exercised in attempting
to use the large-time solutions, such as Eq. (12) or Eq. (13), to determine thermal conductivity. This
caution is required because the thermal capacity of the probe and the thermal contact resistance
between the probe and the surrounding medium can seriously distort the shape of the temperaturetime curve and result in serious measurement errors. The results in these figures also show that, for
a given probe, the temperature-time curve is sensitive to the thermal capacity of the medium during
the small and medium times but not at long times. Thus, if the heat capacity or the thermal
diffusivity of the soil is desired, it is necessary to use information from the early part of the curve;
these properties cannot be obtained from large-time data only. Finally, these curves and the above
discussion demonstrate the importance of using the complete curve of temperature versus the
logarithm of time if it is desired to obtain consistent, accurate values for thermal conductivity,
thermal diffusivity, heat capacity, and thermal contact resistance.
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Figure A2. This figure is the same as Figure 1, but with a different vertical scale.
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Figure A3. The function G(P3, a, -t) versus -t, with a as a parameter, for 03= 1.
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P3
= 2.

1.4
1.2 1.0
I:-' 0.8

0.6

0.4
0.2
0.0
0.1

1

10

100

1000

T
Figure A5. The function G(13, a, -r) versus "r,with a as a parameter, for 13 = 3.
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Appendix B. Analysis Procedures for Transient Plane-Source
Techniques for Thermal Conductivity Measurement
The literature concerning analysis procedures for transient plane-source techniques for thermal
conductivity measurement is much less extensive than is the case for transient hot-wire or probe
techniques. In particular, there is less information available concerning the effects of the heat
capacity of the heater and the effects of contact resistance. Accordingly, as part of the development
of a suitable apparatus for use at NIST, appropriate mathematical models need to be developed and
programmed.
In this appendix, some of the mathematical models from the literature are briefly summarized. The
references cited in this appendix are those from Section 8.
Gustafsson' s Transient Strip Method [101 - 103]
Consider a thin strip heater of width 2d, sandwiched between two slabs of material having density
p, specific heat C, thermal conductivity X, and thermal diffusivity K = A/pC. The assembly is
initially isothermal and at time I = 0, the heater is energized with a constant electrical current,
resulting in a power input Q per unit length. To first order, the voltage drop V across the heater of
resistance R varies as
V _I+aQ
V = I +
g(Ktd 2 ) ,
(1)
where Vo is the voltage drop at t = 0 across the heater of resistance Ro, a = (l/R 0 ) dR/dT is the
temperature dependence of the heater resistance, and g( ) is a mathematical function that is given by
Gustafsson. When d is very small, Eq. (1) reduces, for reasonable values of t, to an expression
equivalent to that given on p. A-2 for an ideal line heat source. The thermal conductivity can be
obtained but it is not possible to obtain an accurate value for either the thermal diffusivity or the
volumetric specific heat (pC). When d is very large, Eq. (1) reduces, again for reasonable values of
t, to the expression for an infinitely large plane heat source; the quantity known as the "effusivity,"
ApC = A2/", can be obtained but it is not possible to obtain the individual thermophysical
properties. A bit more needs to be said about "reasonable values of t." If d is very small,
information about volumetric specific heat or thermal diffusivity could only be obtained for times
that are so short that the thermal wave has barely begun to penetrate the test medium and further, so
short that it would be difficult to make accurate measurements of the variation in the voltage drop
across the heater. If d is very large, information about individual thermophysical properties could
only be obtained for times that are so long that the assumptions of an infinitely large medium with
negligible heat losses would not be valid. Gustafsson argues that if d is chosen so that, for
reasonable times, the maximum argument of g( ) is approximately unity, it is possible to obtain
reliable values for pC, A, and K from a single experiment.
As mentioned above, Eq. (]) is a first-order expression. Gustafsson [103] also has derived a secondorder expression for the time dependence of the voltage drop across the heater.
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As described on p. 79, Brydsten and B.ckstr•5m used one strip as a heater and a second strip as a
thermometer. Their first-order mathematical analysis results in an expression analogous to Eq. (1)
of this appendix, but with a different form for g(). The use of a separate thermometer should make
it possible to obtain reliable values for pC, X,and Kfrom a single experiment with less restriction
on the width of the heater strip than is the case for Gustafsson's method; however, it would be
necessary to carry out computations to confirm this supposition.
Gustafsson's Transient Plane Source Method [ 105-106]
As briefly described on p. 80, this technique uses a rectangular or circular patch heater, resembling
a resistance strain gage, that also serves as a thermometer. Again the functional form of the firstorder expression for the voltage drop across the heater is similar to Eq. (1) of this appendix, with a
different form for g( ), depending upon the heater geometry.
Vernotte's Method [ 107-113]
There are several computational techniques presented in these papers. The technique originally used
by Clarke and Kingston [107] is similar to that described below for Harmathy's method. Since it
is not planned to use Vernotte's method for this project, the various computational techniques are
not summarized here.
Harmathy's Method [ 121-125]
As described on pp. 82-83, Harmathy [121] used a heater that had essentially the same lateral
dimensions as the specimen pieces so that, in contrast to Gustafsson's and Brydsten and Backstr6m's
methods, he obtained essentially one-dimensional heat flow. Neglecting the heat capacity of the
heater and neglecting thermal contact resistance, Harmathy used a standard formula for the
temperature rise, T, at position z in an infinite solid with constant heat flux in the z = 0 plane,

T

(2)

2 . ierfc 1

where P12 is the heat flux into one specimen, of the pair, and ierfc() is the integrated complimentary
error function. If the temperature rise at the heater were to be measured, Eq. (2) would reduce to
T

=

P

p

t

(3)

and, as discussed following Eq. (1), it is only possible to determine the effusivity and not any of the
normally defined thermophysical properties. This problem does not arise, however, if the
temnerature is measured at a sufficiently large distance from the location of the heater. Harmathv

D -I,

let z = Q,the thickness of the "measuring piece," as shown in Figures 59 and 60 of this report, wrote
two equations of the form of Eq. (2), one at time t and the other at time 2t, and formed the ratio

2

•/ ierfcl

T(2t)

2

_

1 2ý

T(2t)

ierfc I

T(t)

(

K

)2

(4)

He computed this function and compared it to the experimental data in order to obtain K and then
inserted that value of K into Eq. (2) to compute X. With modern computers, it would probably be
simpler to use non-linear parameter estimation techniques.
Pulse Methods [ 127-129]
For an instantaneous planar heat pulse in an infinite body, the resultant temperature at a distance Q
from the heat source is given by [129]
T -

exp

-•

,(5).

2 pCýTc-_t--K
where H is the energy per unit area provided by the heater. This function has the form shown on the
right-hand-side of Figure 62, on p. 84. The maximum temperature Tm occurs at the time tm when
Kt/p 2 = 1/2, and thus Kcan be computed from
Q2
2t-

Substituting Kt/l

2

(6)

= 1/2 into Eq. (5), the value of the maximum temperature is given by
H

TM

2

H

(7)

PpC

so that the volumetric heat capacity can be computed from
pC

I

e
ý2 -T

H-

T

0.2420-

The thermal conductivity is then computed from X

=

H

em

KpC.

(8)

If the pulse length is not short compared to t,,, it is necessary to use a more complicated expression,
than Eq.(5), that properly accounts for the pulse shape and duration. Kubidr [129] addresses this
issue as well as the effects of the heat capacity of the heater, thermal contact resistances, and heat
losses from the edge of the specimen.
Dzhavadov [127] obtains expressions analogous to those above. However, his specimens were not
treated as infinite bodies (see Figure 61, on p. 84 of this report) and the pulse width was not
negligible.
Giedd and Onn [128] used thin specimens and assumed that there was no heat loss from these
specimens. Thus their theoretical temperature-time histories do not go through a maximum but
rather asymptotically approach a constant value. They compute thermal diffusivity from the time
required for the backside temperature to reach half of its final value. Specific heat is computed from
the overall rise in temperature of the specimen when it reaches its final isothermal equilibrium value.
Piorkowska and Galeski's Continuous Ramp Method [ 130-131]
Since it is proposed to use a variant of this method for the high-strength concrete project, it is
worthwhile to provide some detail as to the analysis procedure used by Piorkowska and Galeski.
Consider a pair of specimens, each of thickness Q,with a thin heater between them at z = Q. The
heater is assumed to have negligible heat capacity and there is assumed to be no thermal contact
resistance between the heater and the specimens. At the beginning of a test, it is assumed that the
outside surfaces of the specimens, z = 0 and z = 2V are at a temperature T= 0 and that the heater has
been providing a constant heat flux P for a sufficiently long time that steady-state conditions have
been achieved. Thus the initial conditions are
T(z,O) = Pz
23

for 0

•

z -<

(9)
and

T(z,O)

-

P(2Q - z)
23X

for Q ! z

•

2Q

At time t = 0, the outer surfaces of the specimens are programmed to change in temperature
according to
T(0,t)

=

T(20,t) = vt

(10)

,

where v is the constant rate of change of temperature with time. As shown by Piorkowska and
Galeski, the resultant temperature distribution within the lower specimen, 0 !<z -<Q,will be
T(x,t) =-•

2).

+ vt -vF(x,t)

,

(11)

with a similar expression for the other specimen, except that the leading term is replaced by the
qecond line of En. (9M The function F(x.t) is given hv
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F(xt) = 16Q2

K7 3 n~o

nI

(2n

i

(2n +)Tz

1 - exp - (2n•+ )'7t'Kt

(12)

4.2)1

+ 12

Evaluating Eq. (1 I) at z = 0 and z = P,the temperature difference across each of the samples is

AT(t)

P
21

2•
vQ+ + 16vQ
3

2K

no

K7t

(-1)"

(2n + 1)3

exp(

-

4 Q2

(3(2n+l)2tKt)

Note that only the first term in this equation involves the power to the heater. Thus if two tests are
run with the same value for v but different values for P, say P, and P2 , and the corresponding values
of the temperature difference across the specimen, AT 1 and AT 2 , are subtracted from each other, the
second and third terms cancel leaving simply
ATP(t) - AT2 (t) -

(PI -

2

P 2) Q

a constant

(14)

Thus the thermal conductivity can be computed from
=

(PI - P 2) Q

2[AT 1 (t) - AT 2(t)]
Piorkowska and Galeski also show that Eqs. (14) and (15) are valid when the thermal conductivity
and thermal diffusivity are functions of temperature.
Although Piorkowska and Galeski do not discuss the determination of thermal diffusivity, it also is
straightforward to compute. The simplest case would be to consider Eq. (13) at times long enough
that the transient third term has died out enough to be negligible. The thermal diffusivity is then
given by
vp2
K=

2

AT(t)

(16)

where the value of X.computed from Eq. (15) can be substituted. However, for a test with no power
to the heater, K is given simply by
-2 AA T(t)

,

(17)

where AT(t) is simply the amount that the temperature at the heater lags the temperature at the two
outer surfaces of the specimens when they are heated according to T = vt.
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Lightweight insulating concrete
* for floors and roof decks
By R. W. STEIGER, DESIGNER,
M. K. HURD, CONSULTANT
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FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN
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-

he cost of energy production and the consequences
of its indiscriminate use impel us to thoughts of
conservation and the construction technologies that
make it possible. Just as the human head loses a disproportionate amount of heat when not properly insulated with a covering, so a building can manifest a disproportionately high level of thermal transfer through
its roof to the outside atmosphere if it lacks adequate insulation. Designers, builders and owners today as never before must become aware of the energy-saving potential of lightweight concrete used as insulating fill for
floors and roofs.
This article is restricted primarily to the thermal insulation qualities of lightweight concretes, although many
of these concretes serve capably for other insulation
purposes. The insulating lightweight concretes may be
considered according to composition in three groups:
I-oConcretes made with expanded perlite or vermiculite aggregate or expanded polystyrene pellets.

Figure

1.

Own-dry weight ranges from 15 to 60 pounds per
cubic foot.
II-Cellular concretes made by incorporating air
voids in a cement paste or cement-sand mortar,
through use of either preformed or formed-in-place
foam. These concretes weigh from 15 to 90 pounds
per cubic foot.
III-Concretes made with aggregates prepared by
calcining, sintering, or expanding such products as
slag, clay, fly ash, shale or slate; also made with aggregates processed from natural materials such as
scoria, pumice, or tuff. Concretes in this group
range in weight from 45 to 90 pounds per cubic foot.
Data are given here for Groups I and II, because generally the most effective thermal insulation is found in the
lower density ranges of these groups. However, attractive
combinations of insulating and strength properties may
be achieved with Group III concretes, and the reader is
alerted to these possibilities (see box).
Design considerations

Looking at the broad spectrum of lightweight concretes now available (Figure 1), we find an almost infinite
variety of mixes and a wide range of densities. It is diffi-

The full spectrum of lightweight concretes. Low density mixes discussed in this article (shaded band at left) offer

best insulating properties. Chart adapted from

ACI

Journalof the American Concrete Institute, August

213 report "Guide for Structural
1967, pages 433-469.

Lightweight Aggregate Concrete,"

4

NOTE: Corresponding thermal conductivity
for normal weight concrete is generally
between 9.0 and 12.0 Btu inch per hour
square foot degree
F (1.3
__ __
_0 and 1.7
watts per meter kelvin)
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Figure 2. Approximate relationship between oven-dry unit
weight and thermal conductivity of lightweight insulating

concretes. From Special Types of Concrete, Portland
Cement Association, Skokie, Illinois, Publication IS183T,

a 5 percent increase in thermal conductivity for each
percent increase in unit weight due to free moisture.
Compressive strength-As shown in Figure 3, compressive strength increases with increasing unit weight.
Design requirements depend primarily on the installation. A compressive strength of 100 psi or even less may
be quite acceptable for insulating underground steam
lines; however, roof and floor fill requires enough early
strength to withstand the traffic of workmen. Strengths
of 100 to 200 psi are usually adequate, although up to 500
psi is sometimes specified.
Drying shrinkage-Shrinkage is not usually critical
for low density fill or insulating concretes, although excessive shrinkage can cause curling. Moist cured cellular
concretes made without aggregates do have high shrinkage.
Resistance to freezingand thawing-Lightweight insulating concrete is usually covered by roofing material
such as hot mopped asphalt or pitch, and therefore not
exposed directly to the elements. As for normal weight
concretes, resistance to damage by freezing and thawing
depends on the entrained air content of the mix.
Expansionjoints: to use ornot to use?- Follow the aggregate producers' recommendations. Some recommend insertion of a 1-inch expansion joint at the juncture of all roof projections and the concrete. Transverse
expansion joints are used at a maximum spacing of 100

6 pages, 1977.
5

cult to draw a sharp line between structural and nonstructural capabilities, or to say atjust what density a
given type of concrete ceases to provide effective insulation. Generally, the heavier concretes in the group have
higher strength and are less effective as insulation. The
lightest concretes provide the best insulation-k-values
from 0.4 to 0.7 Btu inch per hour square foot degree Fbut very little strength. The designer must consider not
only the insulating value of the concrete material, but also how it combines with other flooring or roofing materials and what the thermal transmittance (U-value) of
the total system is. Trade and technical literature referenced at the end of this article provides much useful detail, and only general properties are mentioned here.
Thermal conductivity-This must be determined by
laboratory test (ASTM C 177t) for each concrete mix design. As a general guide when test data are not available,
the k-values (thermal conductivities) for oven-dry concretes shown in Figure 2 may be used. Moisture in the
concrete affects thermal conductivity. There is generally
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Sperlite, vermiculite. or neat cement (cellular)
pumice, 1:5
expanded shale. 1:5 - 1:14: expanded slag. 1:5 - 11

Figure 3. Approximate relationship between oven-dry unit
weight and compressive strength of lightweight insulating
concretes tested In air-dry conditions.
Note: mix proportions for perlite and vermiculite concretes

t Standard Test Method for Seady-State Thermal Transmission Properties by Means of the Guarded Hot Plate.

range from 1:3 to 1:10 by voume. From Special
Types of Concrete, Portland Cement Association, Skokie,

Illinois, Publication

IS183T, 6 pages, 1977.

feet in any direction to allow for a thermal expansion of
1 inch per 100 lineal feet. Ajoint material that will compress to one-half its thickness under a stress of 25 psi is
generally used. With other aggregates, expansion joints
may not be necessary because the initial shrinkage of
the concrete is greater than any combination of thermal,
moisture or freezing expansion that will occur in a roof
deck.

above 40'F during the first 24 hours after placing, standard curing practices may be used. When temperatures
during the first 24 hours are predicted to be from 30 to
40°F,high-early-strength cement and heated mixing water are recommended. Low density concrete should not
be placed during freezing weather unless special cold
weather procedures are followed.
Perijte concrete

Construction practices

Whether low density concrete is used as a floor fill or
part of a roof deck, the form which supports it generally
becomes a permanent part of the in-place construction.
Typical forming or support systems include:
" Corrugated, galvanized sheet metal, appropriately
vented and designed to carry the roof load.
• Insulating acoustical form board supported on flanges
of steel subpurlins, with woven wire mesh reinforcement draped over the subpurlins to lie in the lower
part of the concrete.
" Lath and mesh systems, where the concrete is placed
on either paper backed wire mesh or a ribbed, expanded metal lath.
* Structural precast concrete or wood floors or roofs,
where concrete serves as either leveling or insulating
fill.
All of these systems require adequate venting in accordance with the recommendations of manufacturers and
the National Roofing Contractors Association.
Mixing, placingand finishing-Proper consistency
and uniform distribution of materials are necessary to
achieve the required unit weight and can only be accomplished by mechanical means. Excessive mixing and
handling can break down aggregate particles and should
be avoided. Insulating concretes should be placed immediately after mixing by qualified technicians. Conventional placement methods can be used, but pumping is ideal and customarily used due to the normal
consistency of lightweight insulating concrete.
Low density concrete should not be placed during rain
or snow, nor should it be placed on a deck or form where
standing water, snow or ice are present.
Woikability-Insulating concretes have excellent
workability because of their high air content. Appearance of the mix may be the most reliable indication of
consistency. Slumps of 5 to 7 inches are usually quite satisfactory, and the mixtures are highly plastic and homogeneous.
Bleeding and segregation problems will not ordinarily be present. These mixtures can usually be placed simply by pouring and screeding, without further consolidation. This is particularly true with the cellular
concretes which can be handled as liquids.
Curingand weather conditions-Thesurface of freshly smoothed low density concrete should be prewnted
from drying for not less than 3 days. If temperatures are

Perlite, derived from the French word perle, resembles
tiny clusters of pearls when viewed under the microscope. Perlite is a type of lava mined in large open pits
in the western United States, and then crushed to sand
sized particles for shipment to processing plants in 32
states. A small amount of water is locked inside the tiny
particles and when heated to between 1500 and 20000 F
the particles "pop" or expand, just like popcorn. The
crude rock expands to about ten times its original volume.
Expanded perlite weighs only 7 1/2 to 10 pounds per
cubic foot, approximately one-twelfth as much as sand.
During the popping process, it changes to almost pure
white from gray or black. The tiny perlite particles are
composed of many minute glass-sealed dead air cells.
The thermal conductivity of expanded perlite itself is
0.34 Btu inch per hour square foot degree F when graded for use as a concrete aggregate, which explains its excellent insulating value.
Perlite insulating concrete consists of a mixture of expanded perlite, portland cement, water and an air-entraining agent. The dry concrete weighs from 20 to 50
pounds per cubic foot, depending on the mix design selected. Perlite concrete can be placed monolithically on
flat, uneven, curved or sloping surfaces. On flat roofs, the
thickness of perlite concrete can be varied to provide
specified drainage slopes.
The designer must select the strength and insulating
value that he considers most appropriate to his project.
The physical properties of perlite concrete are controlled
by its dry density which is the principal factor in its specification. An ideal balance between reduced dead load,
adequate compression and indentation strengths and
good insulating value can be achieved with a density of
24 to 28 pounds per cubic foot. Greater densities can be
specified if higher strengths or better nail holding capacity are more important than insulating value. For insulated floor slabs on grade, a density of 20 to 24 pounds
per cubic foot is recommended.
Perlite roofs may have polystyrene insulation board
sandwiched between layers of perlite concrete and supported on a metal deck. This system is capable of achieving U-values as low as 0.04 Btu per hour square foot degree F with a 2-hour fire rating.
Perlite concrete should meet the specified physical
properties at the point of placement. It should be deposited and screeded in a continuous operation until the
placing of a panel or section is completed. The 1-inch

expansion joints mentioned earlier should be installed
through the full depth of the concrete around the
perimeter of the roof deck and at the juncture of all roof
projections (skylights, penthouses, ventilators, parapet
walls) and perlite concrete.
The built-up roofing should be applied as soon as the
perlite insulating concrete can carry construction traffic
and is dry enough to develop adhesion with hot asphalt
or pitch. Normally the perlite concrete should be permitted to cure at least three days.
For greater strength and corresponding higher density, blends of perlite and medium weight aggregates may
be used. However, due to varying characteristics of naturally occurring aggregates in different parts of the
country, the local perlite aggregate manufacturer should
be consulted before specifying blends.
Vermiculite concrete

Vermiculite is a soft, laminated, mica-like material in
its raw form. It is found in twelve states and mined commercially in seven. Vermiculite is a mineral that has few
uses in its natural state but when heated and exfoliated
becomes a lightweight aggregate of great value for fill
and insulating concrete. The crude vermiculite is
crushed, cleaned, dried and sized, and the resulting concentrate is shipped to processing centers, where it is
heated in furnaces at temperatures of 1800 to 2000°E
Water molecules trapped in the flakes of vermiculite ore
turn to steam and force the micaceous plates of the material to expand or exfoliate in an accordion-like fashion.
Each individual granule is expanded to 10 to 15 times its
original size. Air spaces thus formed convert the vermiculite into an aggregate that provides excellent insulating properties. Usually light brown or golden in color,
the expanded product weighs from 6 to 10 pounds per
cubic foot.
The components of vermiculite insulating concrete
are expanded vermiculite aggregate, air-entraining admixture, portland cement, and water, all mixed and ap-

plied according to precise procedures. The ratio of cement to aggregate determines the density, strength and
insulating value of the finished concrete. As used in the
average roof deck, the ratio ranges from 1:4 to 1:8 by volume.
The resulting concrete mixture is usually pumped to
the roof site and screeded into place over the structural
base. Vermiculite concrete is installed in thicknesses of 2
inches and greater, depending on design needs and
strength requirements. It weighs from 20 to 40 pounds
per cubic foot, with compressive strengths from 90 to
500 psi.
Vermiculite roof deck assemblies have been developed using a slotted or perforated corrugated metal
deck. These positive vented decks offer up to 3 percent
open area in the steel form at no penalty or loss in structural performance. The openings help to speed up ventilating and drying of the insulating concrete. Insulation
values are therefore quickly reached. In the event of subsequent roofing membrane leaks, the point of leakage is
easily located on the underside of the metal decking.
Vermiculite concrete roof insulation, like perlite, can
also be cast around a layer of polystyrene insulation
board. A slotted opening pattern in the polystyrene permits vertical vapor flow through the board, in order to
promote faster, more complete drying and venting of the
concrete. The slots also ensure the positive locking and
keying of the polystyrene board to the vermiculite concrete to enhance the shear strength of the insulation
sandwich and provide a strong, composite roof insulation system. This system provides insulation with a Uvalue of 0.10 Btu per hour square foot degree F or less
and a 1 1/2-hour fire rating.
Vermiculite lightweight concrete is best mixed and
placed by experienced, licensed contractors. Current
technology now permits contractors to pour quality
decks in marginal weather, down to 32°F and even lower
in certain cases.
Expanded polystyrene bead concrete

Expanded polystyrene, processed to a nominal density of 1 pound per cubic foot, serves as a stable, nonabsorptive aggregate in lightweight insulating concrete.
Polystyrene, unlike perlite and vermiculite aggregate raw
materials which are found in nature, is a polymer of
styrene which is created by an involved chemical
process from a liquid unsaturated hydrocarbon. The
polystyrene is foamed to produce a lightweight aggregate. The polystyrene can be pre-expanded or supplied
in an unexpanded form and foamed on the site by application of steam. During this process it expands to approximately 50 times its original size. Each closed cell aggregate particle contains prepackaged air and is
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spherical in shape.
Typically, polystyrene bead lightweight insulating
concrete consists of Type I or Type II portland cement,
polystyrene aggregate expanded to a nominal density of
1 pound per cubic foot, air-entraining agent and water.
To enhance specific physical properties for a given application, additional mix components such as sand,
limestone or pozzolans may be used. Depending upon
the conditions of application, tensile stresses may be
met by using mesh reinforcement, special bead aggregate coatings or a combination of the two.
Insulating roof fill of polystyrene bead concrete usually has a dry density of 26 to 30 pounds per cubic foot.
Densities are available from 25 to 60 pounds per cubic
foot. Fire resistance, verified by small scale ASTM E 119*
fire tests conducted by the Portland Cement Association on 46-pound-per-cubic-foot-density concrete, resulted in the following ratings: 2 1/2-inch slab, 2 hours;
5-inch slab, 6 hours; 7-inch slab, 11 hours.
Polystyrene beads tend to resist absorption of water
and are not readily wetted by water. Accordingly, cement
paste or mortar does not adhere very well to them. Furthernore, their extremely low density makes them tend
to segregate by floating out of the mix. To overcome this,
the manufacturers have developed a number of bondimproving additives. Epoxy resin or an aqueous dispersion of polyvinyl propionate are recommended.
Shrinkage and swelling strains are high compared to
dense concretes, and allowance must be made for this in
the design. Polystyrene bead concrete has good workability, is quite pumpable, and requires minimum vibration in placement. Frost resistance is enhanced by entrained air, ranging from 5 to 10 percent of the matrix by
volume.
As with all special types of concrete a technical consultant specializing in polystyrene lightweight concrete
should be contacted for detailed recommendations covering formulations and mixing/placing techniques for
your application.
Ceiiuiar concrete

Cellular insulating lightweight concrete owes its distinctive properties to a multitude of macroscopic, discrete air cells uniformly distributed throughout the mix.
These cells may account for up to 80 percent of the total
volume. Weight of the concrete may range from 12 to 90
pounds per cubic foot. Density and strength can be controlled to meet specific design requirements by varying
the amount of air.
Numerous proprietary methods and agents are used
to produce cellular concrete but essentially they can be
considered in two groups, those using a preformed foam
and those using formed-in-place foam. Formed-inplace foam is generated by special high speed mixing of
water, foaming agent, cement and aggregates (if any) to
allow foam to form in the mixer. Initially large air bubbles are reduced to a reasonably uniform size as mixing
Sproceeds.

By the other method, a uniform preformed aqueous
foam is blended with a portland cement and water slurry using only enough water to ensure proper hydration
of the cement and facilitate the placing operation. The
portland cement used may be Type 1, II, III or portland
blast-furnace slag cement, Type IS. The foam itself is
made by blending a foam concentrate, water and compressed air in predetermined proportions in a foam generator calibrated for discharge rate. The concrete mix is
blended in a mortar mixer or in a specially designed continuous blender. Each bubble of air in the foam is surrounded by a tough protein membrane which ensures
stability during mixing and handling. However, since
this membrane will eventually break down it is recommended that mixing and placing be completed within
one hour. Use of high-early-strength cement (Type III)
further ensures rapid setting and stability of cellular concrete, although good results are also obtained with regular portland cement (Type I) plus 2 percent calcium
chloride, by weight of cement, as an accelerator.
As with other lightweight insulating concrete, the
strength and thermal conductivity depend on density.
The material can be made so light (down to 12 pounds
per cubic foot) that its strength is only sufficient for it to
retain its shape during handling. Thermal conductivities
range from 0.51 Btu inch per hour square foot degree F
for a density of 20 pounds per cubic foot to 2.3 Btu inch
per hour square foot degree F for a density of 90 pounds
per cubic foot.
Cellular concrete is totally incombustible (8 inches of
concrete represents a fire rating of about 8 hours); yet it
can be worked much like wood. Where prolonged working is likely, long-life tools are advised. These and other
properties enhance the attractiveness of cellular concretes for floor and roof deck fill and insulation.
For more information

Obviously, subtle differences exist between the various lightweight insulating concretes available, which
may recommend one type over another to satisfy some
specific design objective. Costs and availability in the
local market must also be considered.
Each type of insulating concrete, if mixed properly
with high quality materials and placed and finished
properly, will do an excellent job. Further research and
study may reveal just the right characteristic that suits
your need. A list of references for further information is
given below.
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Fire Tests of Precast Cellular Concrete Floors and Roofs
J. V. Ryan and E. W. Bender
The results of an investigation of lightweight, precast cellular concrete planks are
given. Fire tests were made of two floor and five roof specimens made up of these planks.
Variables included density of the cellular concrete, thickness and span of the planks, reinforcement, and cover for the latter. A steel beam encased in blocks of cellular concrete was
included in one floor specimen. The flexural strengths of 14 individual planks were determined. The investigation showed fire endurances up to 2 hr for 6-in. thick slabs tested
under load and up to 4 hr for other slabs not loaded. Estimates were made of the probable
results to be expected for slabs of thicknesses other than those actually tested.

1. Introduction
The framework and foundations of a building
represent a large part of the total cost in multistory construction. They must carry both the
live loads imposed by occupancy and the dead
load of the finished building. Significant economies can be achieved in the cost of buildings by
reducing the loads to be carried, and thereby perinitting less expensive framework and foundation.
Since reduction in allowable live load limits the
usefulness of the building, research has been aimed
at reducing the dead weight of building elements
and materials.
Research aimed at the reduction of the dead
weight of concrete structures led to development.
of lightweight aggregates as substitutes for dense
natural aggregates, and to development of cellforming processes for producing cellular concretes.
The cell-forming processes included the use of
aluminum powder and other gas-forming agents,
the addition of preformed foam into the mixer,
the addition of chemicals that form and retain
air bubbles produced during mixing, and the use
of excess water. Although known as "gas concrete," "foanm concrete," or "aerated concrete,"
according to the particular process employed, all
are included in the more general term "cellular
concretes" [1].*

Cellular concretes have been developed that
have densities as low as 20 lb/ft3 , are sawable,
and workable with general carpentry tools. Such
cellular concretes are being manufactured commercially and used to produce prefabricated blocks
and panels for floor, roof, and wall assemblies.
The economies achieved through the use of
cellular concretes are not limited to those associated with dead-weight reduction. Because of
their cellular structure, they have significantly
lower thermal conductivities than conventional
dense concretes. Therefore, the use of cellular
concretes often permits the elimination of additional insulating materials that would otherwise
be necessary.
A research program was carried out on floor
and roof slabs assembled from precast planks of a
gas-formed cellular concrete to determine the fire
endurances of representative specimens and the
effects thereon of variables such as amount of
cover for the reinforcing bars, overall thickness,
amount and distribution of reinforcement, and
density of the concrete. Five standard fireendurance tests of roof assemblies and two of

floor assemblies were conducted in a large floor
furnace. Each specimen consisted of several
planks grouted together. A steel I-beam, protected by cellular concrete blocks, was tested in
conjunction with one of the floor specimens.

2. Test Specimens
The planks were 18 in. wide and had a length
of either 13 ft 5 in. (to span the short dimension
of the furnace opening), or 17 ft 11 in. (to span
the long dimension of the furnace opening).
They were supplied in thicknesses of 5, 6, and
8 in., representative of the range of normal production. The nominal density of the planks for
floor use was 44 lb/ft.3 , and that of the roof planks
was 31 lb/ft'. The measured densities ranged
from 42.6 to 46.5 lb/ft3 for the floor planks, and
from 35.8 to 42.2 lb/ft3 for the roof planks.
For four of the seven standard tests, the
specimen panels were made up of twelve 6-in.

2.1. General Description
The floor and roof panel specimens were made
up of planks of cellular concrete specially cast ill
the necessary lengths for this study by a mnanufacturer. They were representative of commercially produced planks used in floor and roof
construction. The mix constituents and ratios
used in their production were not revealed.
However, the particular cellular concrete is
understood to be of the gas-formed type.
*Figures in brackets indicate the literature references on page 11.
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FIGURE 1.
Arrangemeni~of planks within
The individual plank numbers are as used in section 8, aplpendix.

the furnace opening.

nearest surface of the reinforced concrete assembly,
or to the thickness of protective material encasing
a structural steel member. Tile cover of greatest
interest in connection with reinforced concrete
flexural members is that between the bottom
tensile reinforcement and the surface exposed to
fire.
The reinforcement in the specimens consisted
of nominally round, hot-rolled, plain steel bars,
in various patterns or combinations of number
and size. The basic pattern of reinforcement
consisted of longitudinal bars at two levels (one
in the tensile zone alnd one in the compressive
zone), plus crossbars, anchor bars, and spacers.
The crossbars maintained the spacing between
longitudinal bars at a single level and positioned
them in tile form. The anchor bars provided
anchorage for the ends of the lower level, or
tension bars. The spacers, which were formed
of sheet. metal, maintained the spacing between
levels as determined by the overall thickness
and cover. The longitudinal reinforcing bars
were located and spaced so that those of the
upper level had the same cover from the top
surface as did those of the lower level from the
bottom surface. Tile amount of cover was
varied among the specimens. The variations
Witihin the basic pattern of reinforcement are
ýhlustrated in figure 2 and the cover for each
specimen is given in table 1.

planks laid across the furnace. Three specimens
of this group were roof panels and differed either
in the reinforcement design of the planks or in the
load applied during the test; the fourth was a
floor panel. One other roof panel was made up
of nine 8-in. planks laid along the leilgth of the
furnace opening. For the remaining two fullscale tests (one floor and one roof), four planks of
each of the three thicknesses supplied, 5, 6, and
8 in., were lraid across the furnace- opening, with
the 6-in. section in the center. Figure 1 shows
the different assemblies.
After an exploratory test in a small furnace to
determine the feasibility of tile procedure, a
structural steel I-beam protected by cellular concrete blocks was tested along with the floor panel
of graduated thickness. The beam was a 10-in.
I-beam weighing 25.4 lb/ft, of 17 ft 73.1 in. length
to span the long ditnension of the furnace. The
floor panel (with planks crosswise of thle furnace)
rested on the top of the beam. The sides and
bottoli. or soffit, of the beamn were encased in
precast blocks to provide a cellular concrete
cover of 27/ in. on the bottom and 11%,s in. on the
sides.
Flexural strength tests were made on several
individual planks, which had not been exposed to
fire.
2.2. Reinforcement and Cover
The termi corer refers to the thickness of concrete between a steel reinforcing bar and the
.2

0

TABLE 1.

Summary of specimen details and results
Concrete

*

Thickness

Type

NO.

Clear
span

6i.
357

ft in.
13
5

'Roof................

372
373

Root ---------------6
Roof ---------------6
6
Roof ---------------.5
Roof---------------6
Floor --------------68_
Floor ---------------.5

373

I-Beam -------------

371
379
380
368

Reinforcement

13
13
17
13
13
13
13

5
5
4
5
51
5
5

13
17
17

5
5
a

Cover

rI

Density
NominalI______
Nominal

jMeasured

in.

A,
B,
At
-A,

Applied
load

lb/ft 3
31

35.8

31
31
31
31
31
31
44
44
44
44

35.8
42.2
36
36
36
36
44.5
46.5
45. 4
42.41
36.7

7b/fl'
74
74
56
.56
70
None
None
None
70
None

bnit

44
4/4
1-Y
I3

E
B2
R,
B1
At
D
B3
C

0i
144

lb/in.2
17.800
37. 31X0
14,300
14.900

Time to
initial
end point

Limiting
condition

Ar: mrin
0:57

1 Load failurv.

0:53
1:29
1:13
3:13
4:07

Load failure..
Max surf. temp.
Ignite waste.

Ignite waste.
Max surf. temp.
Nfux surf. temp.
,Max surf. temp.

1:40
4:20

12,600

None

-

None
-17,700

20,"0•0"

- Contained shear reinforcement; see text for description.
d Thickness ofshle and soffit blocks used to protect steel beam.
- Load equally divided among four application points.

- See figure 2 for details of reinforcement.
b Following the test, the cover in three planks was found to have been
1•3 in., rather than the intended % in.
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Reinforcement details.

In the planks used for one of the 6-in. roof panels
(test No. 379), shear reinforcement was provided
in addition to the reinforcement already described.
The shear reinforcement consisted of %8-in.-diam
rod bent in a multiple-V shape, each V section

thus forined being about 43 in. deep anld 5% in.
long. A continuous length of this shear reinforcement was placed along each side of the assembly of
reinforcement bars and wire tied to the upper and
lower bars nearest each side of the plank. The
3

FIGURE

3.

DSteel beam partly encased.

ties were single strands of 0.027-in. wire and varied
as to spacing, some being 5% in. and others 10% in.
apart. In these planks the sheet metal spacing
clips were supplemented by Y-in. diamn steel rods
welded to the upper and lower bars nearest the
sides of the plank, 3 in. from their ends.

of standard ABSC B2 connectors [2]. These
plates, in turn, were bolted to the furnace frame
in such a waty that the beam was supported,
restrained against rotation of the ends, but could
expand longitudinally. The beani was encased in
precast blocks of cellular concrete, after the floor
planks were in place. The soffit blocks (9 in.
in. long, and 2% in. thick) were*
wide, 171/
attached to the beain by means of formed wire
clips. Transverse wires of the clips were driven
into the ends of the blocks, holding them in good
to fair contact with the beam. The soffit blocks
extended about 2¼ in. beyond the beam flange on
each side. The joints between blocks were filled
with mortar consisting of 1 part lime, 1 part
portland cement, and 5 parts crushed cellular
concrete by voluie. A bed of this mortar was
placed on the upper surface of the soffit blocks, and
the side blocks (9 in. wide, 18 in. long, and 11%a
in. thick) were placed thereon. The vertical
oint-s between blocks and the spaces between
)locks and floor planks were filled with mortar.
The joints were wetted before the application of

2.3. Construction of Specimens
In making up the test panels in the furnace, the
planks were placed in contact with one another,
and a grout consisting of 3 parts portland cement
to 1 part sand, by weight, was poured between the
panel and the furnace restraining frame'and into
the groove formed along each joint between planks
by a kerf %in. wide by 1 in. deep along one edge
of each plank. The kerfs and adjohiing ed(ges of
the phuiks were wet down immediately before
pouring the grout, and periodically for a week or
ten days thereafter, to prevent unduly rapid
drying of the grout, and thereby to improve the
bond. An electric hIeater was placed in the furnace, and for the week immediately preceduig each
test a temperature of 125 to 150 'F was maintained in an atternpt to remove excess moisture
from the assembly.
The steel I-beam, tested in conjunction with the
floor panel of graduated thickness, was placed
along the longitudinal center line of the furnace
and attached at 1)oth ends to steel plates by means

the mortar and periodically thereafter for the
next 10 days to prevent excessively rapid drying.
Throughout the followiing week, ani electric heater

was kept in the furnace chamber and temperatures
in the range of 125 to 150 'F were maintained in
an attempt to remove some of the excess moisture.

Figure 3 shows the beam partly encased.

3. Test Method and Equipment
when the initial end-point criterion was reached,
but some were continued in order to obtain more
information about the behavior of the specimen.

The tests were conducted in accordance with

the accepted standard test methods (ASTM designation E119) [3].

Not all the tests were stopped

4

This practice deviated from the standard test
method, under which tests are stopped when the
initial end point is reached and the specimens are
subjected to the hose-stream and the doublereloading tests.1 Inasmuch as the results would
not have been indicative of the true performance
of the specimens, because of their extended fire
exposure, neither the hose-stream nor the doublereloading test was performed on any of the specimens. The fire-endurance limits were determined
by the initial end point and are therefore in accordance with the standard test method, even though
the fire exposure was continued.
The specimens were tested in the furnaces at
the National Bureau of Standards designed for
the purpose of testing floor and roof specimens.
The small furnace, used for the exploratory test,
took specimens 2 ft by 2 ft in size, while the large
furnace, used for the standard tests, was constructed in such a manner as to accommodate a
specimen 18 ft long by 13" ft wide. Both furnaces were box-shaped, open at the top, so that
the bottom face of the specimen was exposed to
the flames.
To measure the temperature in the chamber of
the large floor furnace, twelve thermocouples, encased in porcelain insulators and enclosed in iron
pipes sealed at one end, were placed in the furnace
so that the junctions of the thermocouples were
approximately 1 ft below the exposed surface of
the specimen. In the small furnace, four thermocouples were used. They were of the same type
and were placed in the same manner as those in
the large furnace. The furnace fires were controlled to approximate as nearly as feasible the temperatures set, forth in the standard test method.
which include 1,000 'F at 5 min, 1,300 'F at 10
min, 1,550 'F at 30 min, 1,700 'F ati 1 hur, 1,850 'F
at 2 hr, 2,000 'F at 4 hr, and 2,300 *F at 8 hr and
longer.
The fire-exposure severity, which is defined as
the ratio of the area under the curve of average
furnace temperature to the area under the standard tinie temperature. curve, is required to be
between 90 and 110 percent for tests of 1 hr or
less, between 92.5 and 107.5 percent for tests over
1 hr but not over 2 hr, and between 95 and 105
percent for tests longer than 2 hr.
In order to obtain temperature data on the
unexposed surfaices of the specimens, a total of
12 chroinel-aluinel therniocouples whose junctions
were in contact with the unexposed surface of the
specimen were used in each test. They were
distributed over the surface in a sviyinetrical
pattern, with junctions and short lengths of the
thermocouple wire coiled under standard felted
asbestos pads 6 in. square by 0.4 in. thick.
Temperatures of the reinforcing bars in the
specimens were measured by means of chromelalumel thermocouples tied to the bars of some
planks, at the time of fabrication. There were 5

1Both

thermocouples on the lower bars, and 3 on the
upper bars, of each of the selected planks. Planks
with thermocouples were located in positions 3,
6, and 9 (see fig. 1) of specimens 357, 371, and 372;
positions 3, 5, and 7 of specimen 380; and positions
3, 4, 5, 7, 9, and 10 of specimens 358 and 373.
No planks with thermocouples were provided for
specimen 379.

The temperatures on the I-beams in the exploratory and full-scale tests were measured by
chromel-alumel thermocouples which had their
junctions peened in small holes drilled into the
beams. Twenty-four thermocouples were used on
the beam in the full-scale test (373). The thermocouples were located in four groups of six, the
groups being spaced 42 to 43 in. on centers. Two
of the thermocouples of each group on the beam
were placed on the bottom of the top flange, one
on each side of the web, and two on the top of the
lower flange.
The recommendations of the manufacturer who
produced the cellular concrete planks were followed in loading the speciniens. The superimposed loads were applied by means of hydraulic
jacks and were distributed evenly over the speciinens. The manufacturer indicated that the

"normal" loads were based on a design tensile
stress of 18,000 lb/in. 2 in the lower reinforcing
steel. However, some specimens were tested at
loads other than normal, to provide an indication
of the effect of extent of loading on fire endurance.
Values of the stresses in the lower reinforcing bars,
as computed on the basis of simple beam theory,
are given in table 1.
The four-point load applied to the steel I-beam
was transmnitted through four planks of the
graduated floor specimnen,.-thereby partially loading
the latter. No other external load was 'applied to
either of the graduated specimens.
The beam was loaded with a live load intended
to produce a steel stress of 20,000 lb/in.2 The
deflections were measured by a system of wires
attached to the specimen and passed over pulleys
to a scale, where riders on the wires indicated the
amount of change from the initial level.

3.1. Moisture-Content Determinations
Samples were taken froni the specimens in the

furnace a day before each test in the study,
except the first, and from extra planks. The
samples were cylindrical cores, cut. fromn the full
thickness of the individual slabs. They were
taken from near time corners of tile specimnens in
the furnace. The holes were filled with the
mixture used to grout the planks together.
Moisture determinations were mnade by drying specimens at 105 'C (221 'F). The specinmens
were the cylindrical cores in sonie cases, and thin
wafers cut from the cores in others. Somne were

from planks as received, others as tested (after

these supplementary tests have been deleted from the Standard

heating of the furnace chamber) and others fromn

En9O since the study reported herein was started.
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TABLE 2. Moisture content data determined by oven-drying,
at 105 'C for 24 to 72 hr, cores removed from planks
heated after assembly into fire test specimens

planks stored att 50 percent relative hurnidity.
Some of the specimens were conditioned in various
ways, after removal from the planks, others were
not. One group of wafer specimens were placed in
50 percent relative hunidity after having been
dried tit. 105 'C in order to permit imeasuremlent
of tie iiioisture regain. The results of these
ileasureinents are summinarized in table 2.
It is doubtful that, the moisture contents for
the fire-test specimens can be related to the
observed fire endurances, or to behavior in the
fire tests. The nioisture-conitent specimnins were
takein fromn near the edges of the fire-test specinlens. Their imoisture contents may" therefore
show soinewliat higher values thani those of planks

Test

Duration of

Number of

heating in
furnace

specimens

content by
weight

1
4
2
22
2
2

%
5.4
8. 1
1.9
2.2
14.6
2.5

Age

Days

2k½

3.58
371
372
373
3711
380

•

10
8

7½
9

.

10

10

6

-•

Mean moisture

Additional tests with cores, and thin wafers from cores, indicated equilibrium moisture content of about 2 percent when stored at 50 percent relative
humidity, both for specimens as received and oven-dried. It required
much more than 30 days for equilibrium to be reached throughout a 6-in.
plank.

nea rer the center of tile exposed area.

4. End-Point Criteria
Although not included in the test methods as
criteria for failure, the following data are considered to be of general interest and are tabulated,
in part, in this report.
(e) The times at which steel structural members
or reinforcement attained an average temperature
of 1,000 'F at any appropriate level or section.
(f) The times at which steel structural meiibers
or reinforcement attained it temperature of
1,200 'F at any one point.
It should be noted here that. while criteria
(b), (c), and (d) are quite specific in defining
failure, (a) is not, and it is sometimes difficult to
judge when load fitilure occurs.

The previously mentioned standard test niethods staite that, tlie endluraance of it specimlen is the
earliest time when any one of the following endpoint criteria is reached or observed:
(it) The specinileni shall no longer sustain its
design load;
(b) 'Tile average temlperature on the unexposed
surface rises 250 'F above tile initial temlperat ure;
(c) Tihe inMxiinluni one-point t~emperature on the
Unexposed surface rises 325 'F above the initial
tenilperature;
(d) Cracks or openings shall develop in such amanner as to allow the passage of flaines or gases
hot enough to ignite cotton waste.

5. Results and Discussion
TABLE 3. Results of flexural tests

However, an objective nmethod of determiniing
this end point, has been developed which defines a
critical (leflection and a critical rate of deflection.
The inethod has been shown to give results
reasonably consistent with those deterniiined by
an experienced operator in charge of test [4].
The critical deflection is defined as D=L'2/SOOd,
and the critical rate of deflection its R=L'/150d
per hour, where L is the span, or length of the
specimen between supports, and d is the depth 2
of thI specienen. The tinie when both of these
critical values has been reached is reporte(d in
this study as the time of load failure.
The prilnipal results of tihe tests mnade inl the
large furnace are given in table 1. and representative tiine-teinperature and time-deflection curves
are shown in figures 4 and 5. The observations
of the I)ehaviors of the individual speciniens,
made during the tests, are sunimarized in tlie test
logs in the appendix. The results of flexural
strength tests on individual planks are suniniarized
in table 3.

Individual planks placed on supports at 12 ft spacing anti subjected to load
at center only. The failures of the 13 ft 5 in. planks were judged due to
yielding of the steel: those of th. 17 ft 11 in. planks to shear in the concrete.
NominfNniual, Test,

Thickness Length
in.
:i
S

9
8

pten

concreteI

No.b

Max.

load

.ftn:in.
13:5

B

lb/f)l3
31

358

lb
2440

13:5

A 2

44

372

4275

13:5
13: 5
I1i7:11

BH
C
E

31
44
31

358
373
380

1900
4590
5790

Deflection
at max.
load
is.
1.83
1.90
1.72
1.40

d 1. 3()

See figure 2.

Nm her of test in which other similar planks were. exposed to fire.
Mean of 2 to 5 specimens.
d Sudden fatiru'e, deflection reading not possible for 4 out of 5.
b

Of the five panels tested under load, the pertorinances of two were limited by load failure,
two by unexposed surface temperature rise, and
one by ignition of cotton waste over a crack. The
only criterion applicable to a beam tested under
load is load failure; this was reached on the one
I-beam tested. Tile two panels assembled of 5-,
6-, and 8-in. planks were not subject to the limiting condition of load failure; other limiting conditions were reached on the 5-in. section of each
specimen and on the 6-in. section of one. For
these two specimens, tile attainment of the defined

gDepth"is determined by the type of construction: for reinforced concrete slahs it is measured frorm the top of the slab to the bottom of the main
reinforcement. This differs from "effective depth," which is measured to
the centrold of tension reinforcement and which was used to compute the
steel stresses given in table 1.
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Tim e-lemperature and time-deflection curves for 6-in. roof (371) and floor (312) specimens.

*criteria
was secondary in importance to the development of information on the effect of thickness.
Although the ignition of cotton waste occurred in
one of these tests, it is not considered useful data
for comparisons.
During the test (373) of the floor without load,
flames issued from the. exposed surface of one of the
5-in. planks, possibly from b)urning of plastic tape
used with the thermocouples. This was an exception to the general behavior observed in this study.
The temperatures of the reinforcing bars in one of
the 5-in. planks in this specimen rose much more
rapidly than those for the other, presumably due
to the flaming. Since the flaming was not. representative, and in fact cannot be definitely explained, the data from this plank have been
disregarded.

design on the basis of span, thickness, and other
variables.
Among the roof planks: (358), the liniting
temperature rises on the unexposed surface were
reached on the 5-in. planks at. 3 hr 39 min for the
average and 3 hr 37 min for the maximum, and
at 4 hr 10 niun and 4 hr 7 mrin respectively on the
6-in. planks, but were not reached on the 8-in.
planks. Temperatures of 1,000 'F average and
1,200 'F maximum respectively were reached on
the lower level reinforcing bars at 2 hr 9 min and
2 hr 14 minmrespectively for the 5-in. planks, and
2 hr 6 min and 2 hr 17 min for the 6-in. planks.
The data for temperatures of the reinforcing bars
in the 8-in. planks were not applicable in evaluation of the effect of thickness because the
amount of cover used differed from that for the
5- and 6-in. planks.
In order to avoid complete collapse of the Ibeam, test 373 was stopped immediately after the
3 hr 50 minm data readings, although no limiting
condition applicable to floor slabs had been attained. It: was estimated by extraploation of the
data obtained that the limiting maximum temnperature rise would have been reached on the 5-in.
planks at 4 hr 20 min. Temperatures of 1,000 'F
average and 1,200 'F niaximum were reached at
2 hr 50 min and 3 hr 6 mnm respectively oln the

5.1. Plank Thickness and Cover
Each of the two graduated specimens, tests 358
and 373, provides a basis for comparisons of performance of planks of different thickness. Except
for the 8-in. roof planksjin test 358, all planks had
the same cover. Within each test, all the individual planks were of the. same nominal density
There were differences in the number and size of
reinforcing bars, but only those resulting from
7
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The load wiL eOlictnotraited on planks directly over the beani and was removed

lower-level reinforcing bars of the 5-in. platks,
and at 3 hr 12 min and 3 hr 40 min for the 6-in.
planks. it wits estimated that. the 1,000 'F
average would have been reached adt 3 hr 52 mini
for the 8-in. planks; the 1,200 'F maxiuiumn was
not reached.
ThIe st eel t eiiiperat ures chosen are generally associated with loss of steel stretighthi such that load
failnre is in iminent for reinaforced concrete structurid elements, designed with a safety factor
of two for the reinforcinag bars. Since neither of
tihe two graduated specimnens were subjected to
loads appropriate to the olaink designs, the times
atit which the reinforcing bar temperatures reached
1,000 'F alveralge and 1,200 'F maxiinum ]nma v
differ appreciably from those that would have
been observed in tests of similair planks loaded in
accordance with accepted design practices. Under
such load the development of cracks and the
sloughing or spalling of concrete cover may differ
fronu and lead to earlier aind more rapid steeltemperature rise than would be observed under
comparatively light load. However, the times
observed in these tests should be valid indications of the relative performances to be expected
for the various thicknesses.

hlien tie latter failed.

The effect of cover was not easy to evaluate
because all specimens with 3/-in. cover were tested
under load and all those with 1¾-in. cover were
tested without load. However, it was discovered
after test 357 that three planks with 14-in. cover
had been supplied inadvertently along with the
nine phnaks with the intended %4-in. cover. Moreover, the former had only half as much reinforcement as the latter. Therefore, another test, 371,
was conducted essentially duplicating the earlier
specimen except that all planks had 3/-in. cover
and the applied load was reduced by 25 percent.
Despite tile reduced load in the latter test, the
specimen failed under load ati 53 minu,
compared
with 57 mrin in the earlier test. Therefore the
greater cover gave appreciably longer fire endurance to the assembly.
The method of varying cover by changing the
effective depth of the reinforcing bars would
change the allowable load, the steel stress, or
require a change in the amount of reinforcing
steel. Ordinarily all of these would be held
constant and change of cover would be accomplished by change of overall thickness. The
unusual procedure in this study resulted in the
8

unexposed surface, reached at 1 hr in test 371
(density 35.8 lb/ft3 ) and at 1 hr 30 min in test 379
(density 42.2 lb/ft 3). The times at which 1,000
OF average and 1,200 OF maximum temperatures
were reached on the lower level reinforcing bars
were 59 mrin and 1 hr 4 mini, respectively, in the
former test, and over 1 hr 30 rini in the latter.
Similar comparisons of the effect of concrete
density may be made from the unexposed surface
temperature data of the 5-in. planks in tests 358
and 373 as well as from the temperature data for
the reinforcing bars of the 5-in. and 6-in. planks
of the same tests.
These data indicate that, within the ranges of
density and other variables covered in this study,
the cellular concrete will provide increased resistance to heat penetration at higher densities.
Such behavior agrees with that to be expected
if the thermal diffusivity of the concrete decreased
as the density increased. Thermal diffusivity a is
defined as a=-k/pc, where k is thermal conductivity, p is density, and c is specific heat. Since the
cellulur concretes of various densities may be presumned not to vary greatly as to chemical coniposition, the values of specific heat should be reasonably constant. Although the values of thermal
conductivity tend to increase with density, apparently the net effect for the cellular concrete in the
• rtictilair range of densities investigated is one of
ower diffusivitv for that of high density than for
that of low density. This is in agreement with
previously published data [5]. However, the same
data indicate that this trend is reversed at densities of about 60 lb/ft.3 and that. diffusivity increases
with increased density above that level.

effect of cover variation's not being masked by
the effect of thickness.
5.2. Reinforcement
Longitudinal reinforcing bars having nominal
diameters of Y4, Y1e, and %8in. were used in the
specimens. Shear reinforcement was also used
in one specimen. For the most part, the number
and size of reinforcing bars incorporated in the
test specimens were such as to satisfy design
criteria related to span, load, and stress in the
steel. In general, the number and size of bars
were the same among planks having the same
thickness, span, concrete density, and cover for
the bars. However, there was an exception to
this general rule, as can be seen from comparison
of reinforcement in specimens 372 and 379.
The spans, thickness, concrete density, number of
reinforcing bars, and cover were equal (within
practical limits) for these specimens, but the
tupperformer had h-in. lower level and /6-i.
level bars, whereas the latter had /1-In. lower
and h/-in, upper bars plus full-length shear reinforcenient. The specimen in test 372 was subjected to an applied load equal to lh/ that applied
in test 379. The initial limiting criterion in each
test was unexposed surface temperature rise, that
in test 372 having been reached at 1 hr 40 rini
and that in test 379 at 1 hr 30 nlin.
The. deflection data would be more indicative of
the effect, of variation of the reinforcement, than
would be the surface-temperature data. Uufortunately, these tests were not, continued to load
failure. The available deflection data, do indicate
that load failure, for the specimen in test 372,
would have been about 40 mini later than that for
the specimen in test. 379. Front this, it appears
that the h 6-i-. increase in bar diameter was much
more effective than the addition of shear reinforcement.
5.3. Concrete Density

5.4. Estimates of Fire Endurance
Data fromi standard fire tests are often used as
the basis for estimates of the probable fire endurances of similar constructions not actually tested.
The usefulness of such estimates is dependent on
the aimount of test data available on similar constructions, the simplicity of the basic construction,
and the degree of similarity between the constructions actually tested and those for which estimates
are made. Another important: factor is the basis
for the minethod employe(l in Inaking the estimates.
A mnethod has been developed on the basis of
many years of experience inl tests of solid, essentially homogeneous walls [6]. It relates fire endurance to the 5/3 power of the thickness. Since
the cellular concrete floors and roofs approximated
homogeneity very closely, it was believed that a
similar relationship might hold for then, although
probably with the thickness raised to a different
power than that. for walls. A plot, of the data
confir'med this assumption. Data for load failure,
unexposed surface temperature limiting rise, and
1,000 OF average and 1,200 OF maximum temperatures on the lower-level reinforcement were
plotted and lines faired through the points. The
exponents for the various lines were in the range
0.64 to 0.80.

The nominal density of the cellular concrete

specified for floors was 44 lb/ft3 , whereas that. for

roofs was 31 lb/ft.3 . The actual densities of the
concretes as received were obtained from fullsized planks, with correction for the weight and
volume of the reinforcement, or from cores removed from planks; these were within ± 2.5 l1)/ft3
of the nominal densities for the floor planks and
were about 5 lb/ft3 high for the roof planks, with
one exception (test 379). In this specimen the
average density of the cellular concrete, based on
the total weight of two extra planks, was found to
be 42.2 lb/ft3 although they were marked as roof
planks. Even after correction for moisture content, the densities of the roof planks were in the
range of 33 to 37 lb/ft3 .
The specimens of tests 371 and 379 were very
similar, differing only as to concrete density, and
the presence of shear reinforcement in the latter.
Each was subjected to the same applied load.
Each was limited by temperature rise on the
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Specimens were tested at 5-, 6-, and 8-in. thicknesses. The lines developed from the data plots
were extended fromii 3 to 10 in., representing extrapolation over 2 in. of thickness at each end. The
tines at which the aforementioned load and temperature conditions niligh t be expected were pic'ked
off the lines and are given in table 4. This table
gives only the values from the lines; hence the
values at 5, 6, and 8 in. do not agree in all cases
with those given in tal)le 1, the actual values for
the particular specimens tested. The data from
table 4 were analyzed to determine which failure
criterion would be reached first; the resulting estimated fire endurances ire given in table 5. Although fire enduran'ce ordinarily is stated to the
neairest. inintite, tle estilmates obtained from table
4 were rounded off to the nearest 5 min up to 2
hr and to tile nearest 10 mmirt for longer times.
This was done because the uncertainties in the
estinliattes in talble 5, due to the combined effects
of uncertauity in each dilta point, in fairing the
lines through the (lat,, and in rounding off the
figures, are( dependent On the extent of extrapolation and the time. An estimate of about 6 hr for
ia 10-iii. nonloaded roof slab is probably within 30
miui of the true value whereas for a 10-in. loaded
roof slab the estinliate of 1 hr 30 rini is probably
within 10 raii.
For 3-in. slabs, the uncertainty
would be about 10 nuin in 2 hr and 5 min in 30

TABLE 4. Estimated times to various conditions
The estimates were obtained from lines faired through data in the range of 5
to 8 in. and extrapolated at both ends.

Inexposed surf.
temperature rise

Overall

thickness

Load

i

failure

__

2.50 avg

Lower reinf.
ar temperature

I,_

325 max

1,000 avg

1,200 max

hr : min

hr : min

0:316
0:44
0:51
0:58
1:04
1:10
1:16
1:22

0:37
0:45
0:52
0:59
1:05
1:11
1:17
1:22

Roofs, loaded. :ti, in. covr

I,,.

hr : mitt

3
4
511
i
7
8
9
10

0:50
1 01
:
1 ;20
1:29
1; 37
1:45
1:53

hr: min

hr0: mi.

0:42
0:52
1.;1M
1:08
1:1(6
1:23
1:30
1:36

0:30
01:44
0:51
0:58
1:04
1:10
1:16
1:22

Roofs. nonloaded, 14.i in. cover
3

2;35

2:33

4

3:08

3:04---------

5
6

3:39
4:08
4:35
6:01
5:26
5:50

3:37 --------------4:06
4:33
------------4:58 ------------5:23---------......-5:47
-------

8
9
10

27

1:30

45

1:50

2:02
.2:
I2:--2
3
2:47
3:01
3:14

2:09
2:20
2:43
2:59
3:15
3:30

TABIE 5. Essimated fire endurances of cellular concrete roofs
These were derived from table 4, rounding off as (escribed in the text.
Nonloaded

Loaded I

liiui.

The tinies at which the high teinperatures of
the reiniorcing bars were reached were not considered in developing table 5, since the reinforcenient: temperature is not a defined limiting coildition in the standard test method [3]. Since no
specimens with 141-in. cover were tested under
load(, load-failure estimates were not made for
them in table 4. However, tile tabulated estimates for 1,000 'F average and 1,200 'F maximuml
may be taken as rough indications of when such
failure might occur, provided that the specimens
were loaded to develop the design stress in the
steel.
The ignition of cotton waste on the unexposed
surface is a1n applicable end point, and occurred
twice in the study reported herein. It always
occurs at. a local failure, such as a crack or spaill.
Such local failures often indicate a' point jiot
representative of the overall specimen; therefore
they are difficult to predict. Consequently, no
attenmpt was made to estimate times for this
failure in drawing up tables 4 and 5.

Thickness
Time

Linlling criterionl

Tinie

2

Limniting 3.

criterion
in.

m

3

0:35
41

4
5
0
14

0:45
0:50
1:00
7
1:10

9
t0

1:15
1:20

h :

---

m

-

L
-a------------------Load ------------------ i
Load -------------------L oad -------- ----------" L ldLd
. . . . . . . ...
.
L,
...
Load ---

240

3:10
340
4:10
4:30
: (

..------------------ 5:20
-5:50

ST
ST
ST
ST
325
'
325
ST

I With .N-in. cover, reinforeenivit appropriate for span, and load based on
2

design stress of 15,000 lb/in. for roofs.
2

W\ith F1-uin. cover, reinforcement at least G0 percent of that design live

load of 56 tb/ft 2.
3 Limitingconditions: Load= load failure. 250= average surface temperature
rise, 3215=maximum surface temperature rise; ST= both 250 and 325 degree

temperature rises at same time.

Practical considerations made it- obvious that
estimates on nonloaded floors were of no value,
Mnd might be misleading. Only one floor specimen
was tested under load and this was niot. deemed an
adequate basis for estimates. Therefore, tables
4 and 5 were confined to estimates on roofs.

6. Conclusions
The results of the tests clearly indicate that

against the effect on the load-carrying capacity
under normal conditions. In normal practice,
a slab is designed to have a particular loadcarrying capacity. Once a combination of percent reinforcement and effective depth have been
determined to satisfy this requirement, they would
be held constant and increased cover would be
achieved by increased overall thickness. Such
procedure would lead to longer fire endurance

cellhlar concrete slabs, mnade up of precast planks
siufilar to those employed in this study, can be
designed to provide fire eudurances of 1 to 2 hr
and probably up to 4 hr.
The use of greater cover for the reinforcing bars,
in the range of /4 to I14 in., even without increasing
the total thickness will result in longer fire endurance. In practice, this fact must be balanced
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corresponding to the increased cover and overall
thickness.
Within the density range of 35 to 50 lb/f", slabs
made of higher density concrete will provide
longer fire endurance than will those of lower
density, both in terms of heat transfer through
the slab and in terms of continued structural
stability,
Although slabs of greater thickness may be
expected to provide longer fire endurance than
those of lesser thickness on the same span, no

simple conclusion can be drawn from this study
for the case of greater thickness made necessary
by the provision of longer span nmembers having
load-carrying capacities equal to those of shorter
spans.
The use of reinforcing bars of larger diameter
and consequently of greater ratio of reinforcement results in longer fire endurance than the
combination of smaller bars plus shear reinforcement employed in this study.
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8. Appendix
through to exposed surface; 1 hr 8 min, pressure in loading
system unstable, partial collapse of specimen, load off,
gas off.
The initial limiting condition in this test was load
failure at 53 rnin. The maximuni one-point rise of 325 0 F
on the unexposed surface occurred at I hr, and, by 1 hr
5 miin, it was 700 0 F. At 59 min, the 1,000 'F avg.
on the lower reinforcing bars was reached. At the end
of the test it, appeared that all of the planks except 1, 2,
11, 12 were broken 3 to 4 ft from the east end.
Roof Test 379-At 37 min, planks 1 and 12 cracked
diagonally 3 ft from each end and longitudinally near
center, all cracks in unexposed surface; 58 miin, planks
2, 10, 11 had short fine cracks at ends; 1 hr 11 min,
planks 1 and 12 had fine but moderately long cracks,
plank 2 had fine cracks 3 ft fromii west end; 1 hr 22 rain,
joints between planks 3 and 4, 4 and 5, and 9 and 10
cracked, smoke was seeping out, plank 3 cracked longitudinally, and considerable amount of smoke issued forth:
1 hr 31 min, maximum deflection 9.4 in., load off, gas off.
The initial limiting condition in this test was the maximum one-point temperature rise of 325 0 F on the unexposed surface. This occurred at 1 hr 29 main near the
crack in plank 3. By I hr 31 min, it was obvious that
load failure was imminent. At this time, the maximum
temperature on the unexposed surface was 650 0 F. Cotton waste was placed over the crack in plank 3 at 1 hr
241•' rini.
This waste did not ignite immediately. However, observations after the test showed that it had been
charred to'a. great extent.
Roof Test 380--At 33 miin, a few cracks 1 to 3 ft long
in joints and across planks near edge of unexposed surface, plank 4 cracked longitudinally 814 to 9 ft long; 52
min, 15-ft-long crack in plank 4. Plank 8 had crack 10
ft long, plank 2 had crack 3 ft long in south end, maximum deflection 6.0 in.; 58 min, deflection 7.5 in.; 1 hr
12 miin, sides of crack in plank 8 offset 4 in., joint between
planks 8 and 9 offset 6 in., planks 2 through 6 bowed
up at about 3 ft from south end, plank 9 cracked across
exposed surface at center span; maximum deflection 11.4
in.; 1 hr 13 min, cotton waste placed over crack in plank
8 and ignited; 1 hr 16 min, load off, maximum deflection
exceeded 12 in.; 1 hr 17 min, gas off.
The initial limiting condition in this test was the ignition of cotton waste over the crack in plank 8 at 1 hr
13 min. The 1,200 0 F maximum temperature on the
reinforcing bars was reached at 1 hr 11 min; the 1,000
OF average temperature was reached at 1. hr 10 min.
Load failure was imminent at 1 hr 16 min, at which time

Information presented here includes the more
inportant observations from the test logs, statements of the various end points, and the times at
which they were reached. These times have been
corrected for deviation, if any, of the furnace timetemperature curves from that defined in ASTM
E 119 [3]. The correction formula is given in
the same standard. Representative plots of timetemperature and deflection data, plus tabulation

of end-point and other data, have been given in
the body of this report.
The planks were numbered from thie south end
of the furnace in all but. Test 380. In that. test
they were numbered from the west. This was
done to facilitate the recording of observations
and has been carried over in the following summaries of the test logs.
Roof Test 357-At 11 miin, furnace and specimen luminous; 17 min, light smoke issued from joints between slabs;
41 min, diagonal cracks in unexposed surface across
four corners of specimen running across two or three
planks, also planks 1,4,10,11, 12 were crackedlongitudinally ;
48 min, cracks much wider, heavy smoke from crack in
plank 10; 53Y min, deflection about 7.7 in. and was
increasing at the rate of 67 in./Ir, causing loading pressure
to fall off rapidly; 55 miin, planks 7-10 broke 3 ft from
west end, but reinforcement prevented complete collapse;
load off; 1 hr, gas off.
The initial limiting condition in this test was load
failure; it occurred at 57 nin (corrected) when the deflection and rate of deflection became excessive. The limiting
temperatures
were not reached on the unexposed surface;
but 1,200 0 F maximum was
reached on the reinforcing
bars at 54 min and 1,000 0F average at 56 min.
Roof Test 371-At 9 min, fine crack across southwest
corner of plank 2, slight separation between filler grout
and furnace along south and east sides; 21 min, transverse
cracks at west end of plank 1 and east end of planks 7, 8,
9, 10, longitudinal crack in center of plank 12, all in unexposed surface; 39 min, crack in plank 12 extended full
length of plank, sides of crack in west end of plank 2
offset 51 in.; 51 min, two parallel cracks 8 in. apart
extended almost full length of specimen about 3 to 4 ft

from east side, heavy smoke rose from cracks; 57 min,
_

planks buckled along transverse cracks which extended
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the center span came into contact with the furnace structure 1 ft below the initial level of the specimen.
Roof Test 358, planks 5, 6, and 8 in. thick-At 12 min,
wisps of smoke issued from joint between planks 2 and 3;
52 min, separation between planks and furnace, ends of
planks raised V in.; 1 hr 7 min, cracks at east end of planks
3, 4, and 8, and at west end of plank 4; 1 hr 15 min, 6-in.
planks (5-8) bowed up % in. at ends, 5- and 6-in. planks
visibly dished; 1 hr 49 miin, all planks had dished appearance, plank 4 had ,-in.-wide transverse crack near east end;
planks 2, 3, 4, and 8 had fine transverse cracks near east
end, planks 2, 3, 4, 9, 10 and 12 had fine transverse cracks
at west end, all cracks in unexposed surface; 2 hr 12 min,
longitudinal crack 2 ft long in west end of plank 4, plank
10 raised '14 in. at west end, plank 12 broken 3 to 4 ft
from west end; 2 hr 29 miii, plank 5 raised 1/%in. at west
end, glow of furnace visible through crack in end of plank
10, 2 hr 55 miin; transverse cracks in exposed surfaces of
three planks 3 ft from east end, also several short cracks
in planks 3 and 4; 3 hr 13 min, plank 4 cracked so that
cotton rag ignited after few seconds, planks 3 and 4
sagged at each side of center; 3 hr 15 miin, several pieces
of concrete 1- to 4-in. diam fell from plank 4; 3 hr 40 nin,
flames passing through joint between plankks 4 and 5,
plank 4 offset 3 to 4 in. below plank 5 at centerspan; 3 hr
40 miin, furnace glow visible from crack in plank 3 at 2 to
3 in. from east end; 3 hr 45 rain, gas off.
After the specimen had cooled, examination showed that
the exl)osed surface of the 5-in. planks had vitrified to a
depth of 2 in., the 6-in. planks to a depth of 14 in., aid the
8-in. planks only oii a thin surface layer. The 1,000 OF
average occurreld on the reinforcing bars of the 5-in. plank
at. 2 hr 9 mini, the 6-in. plank at 2 hr 6 rnin, and the 8-in.
plank at 2 hr 53 niun. The 1,200 OF maximum occurred
in the 5-in. planks at 2 hr 14 nin, in the 6-in. planks at
2 hr 17 min and in the 8-in. planks at 3 hr 4 rini.
The
maxinmum one-point rise of 325 OF on the unexposed surface was reached on-the 5-in. planks at 3 hr 37 nin and
the average rise of 250 OF was reached at 3 hr 39 inin.
These limits were not reached on the 6-ii. planks nor on
the 8-in. planks. A cotton rag was ignited over a crack
through a 5-in. l)lank at 3 hr 13 min, and, at 3 hr 40 min,
tlanies were passing through the joint between planks 5
and 6. However, the times to limiting conditions resulting
from cracking should not be taken as rel)resentative of nor
compared with those observed in the tests of speciniens of
uniform thickness under design load.
Flnor Test 372-At 25 minm, crack along joint between
planiks I and 2; 37 niun, plank 1 cracked along south side
where supported by furnace frame, 55 min; blister of about
6 in. diaii fornied; I hr 8 nini, plank 3 had 7-in. crack
along center, maximum deflection (at south quarter
point) 5.0 in.; 1 hr 21 niun, sides of crack in plank 3 offset
. in.; 1 hr 39 niun, maximum deflection 7.5 in.; I hr 59 niun,
niaximum deflection exceeded 10 in. and was increasing
very rapidly; 2 hr 41, nin, load off; 2 hr 12 rini, gas off.
The initial limiting condition in this test occurred at 1
hr 40 niun when the mnaximum allowable one-point temperature rise of 325 OF on the unexl)osed surface was

reached. Load failure was reached at 2 hr 2 min. The
average temperature on the reinforcing bars reached
1,000 OF at 1 hr 24 min, and the maximum temperature
reached 1,200 OF at 1 hr 28 min.
Test 373-Floor planks 5 in., 6 in., and 8 in. thick.
Note: the observations for the steel I-beam in this test are
given separately. At 7 min, smoke issued from joints between planks 8 and 9 and between 9 and 10; 14 min, flames
(possibly from encasing material of thermocouples) issued
into furnace from southeast corner, continuing until
after 40 miin; 1 hr, cracks /6 in. wide between specimen
and furnace frame along east and west edges; 1 hr 15 min,
short cracks in extreme west ends of planks 3 and 4 on
unexposed surface; 2 hrs, two diagonal cracks across
center of plank 12, 8-in. planks raised ý/ to 1 in. at each
end; 2 hr 23 min, long crack in middle of plank 11, diagonal
cracks in southeast and southwest corners extending across
planks 1 through 4; 3 hr 8 min, 8-in. planks raised 1 to
1P. in., 6-in. plaiiks raised % in., separations between
planks and furnace increased, some joints between planks
cracked; 3 hr 44 min, considerable smoke issued fromn joint
between planks 2 and 3; 3 hr 50 min, gas off.
The 1,000 OF average on the lower reinforcing bars was
reached at 2 hr 50 miin for the 5-in. planks and at 3 hr 12
mnin for the 6-in. planks. The maximum of 1,200 OF was
reached at 3 hr 6 mii for the 5-in. planks and at 3 hr 40 mrin
for the 6-in. p)lanks. Neither of these temperatures were
reached iii the 8-in. planks, but it was estimated that 1,000
OF average would have been reached at 3 hr 52 min.
Again, this test was not intended to represent a single
sample of construction and was not uniformly loaded.
Consequently, there were no definite criteria which could
be used to determine the limiting conditions of the specinmen.
Test 37.3-Steel I-beam encased in blocks. At 37 min,
horizontal and vertical hairline cracks in several joints
between blocks, vertical cracks across 2 blocks near center
of east face; 1 fir, more cracks in joints; vertical cracks
across block in west. face; 1 hr 41 miin, one soffit block
cracked through and was sagging; 2 hr 11 rini, third soffit
block from south cracked and was sagging in 3-in. deep V,
side block oni west face above this dropped about 1 in.,
2 hr 15 rini, cracked soffit. block and three blocks from
each side fell; 2 hr 22 miin, load off; 2 hr 23 riii, soffit and
side blocks froii half of beam fallen, 2 hr 26 rini, separation
of i2 to 1 in: betweeii beam and floor planks; 2 hr 51 min,
only beani )rotection still in place were blocks in south
11,4ft. and blocks in north 2 to 3 ft, test continued to obtain
data on floor planks.
The limiting condition was load failure at. 2 hr 22 min.
The average temperature of 1,000 °F on the beam was
first reached oii one section of the beam at 2 hr 1 min.
The maximrrun one-point temperature of 1,200 OF was
reached at 2 hr 9 rin. By 2 hr 30 inii, the average teunperatures of all 4 sections of the beam were well above
1,000 OF; the highest section average was over 2,000 OF.
The temperature of the steel does not constitute a limiting
factor in tests of beams carrying design loads.
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