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August ‘25, 1997

Ouke Power Company

ATTN: ‘Mr W. R. McCollum o
Vice President ’

Oconee Nuclear Station

P. 0. Box 1439

Seneca, SC 29679

SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT 50-269/97-10, 50-270/97-10, 50-28f/97—10

Dear Mr. McCollum:

On July 26, 1997, the NRC completed an inspection at the Oconee Nuclear
Station. The enclosed report presents the results of that inspection.

During the 6-week period covered by this inspection, your conduct of
activities at the Oconee Nuclear Station was generally characterized by safety
conscious Operations, Maintenance, Engineering and Radiological practices.
However, we are concerned with the number of events or problems that occurred
during this period requiring special attention and followup action. For
example, during Lee Steam Station Technical Specification testing, two Keowee
Hydro Unit problems arose which degraded onsite power availability. An
Augmented Inspection Team was dispatched to the Oconee Nuclear Station to
address this event, which was documented in Inspection Report 50-269,270,
287/97-11. Additionally, an electrical grid instability induced by activities
at your Jocassee Hydro Units coupled with an improperly adjusted Oconee Unit 2
Main Turbine Generator voltage regulator circuit card, resulted in an Oconee
Unit 2 turbine and reactor trip. Further challenges were brought about
through the operation of Unit 1 with three instead of four Reactor Coolant
Pumps due to one pump experiencing high vibrations. Finally, additional
unqualified insulation material was identified in all three reactor buildings,
resulting in a potentially degraded condition. The above activities are
discussed in detail in the enclosed report. '

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice." a copy of
tggs letter and its enclosure will be placed in the NRC Public Document Room
(PDR).

Sincerely.,

(Original signed by S. M. Shaeffer)
Scott M. Shaeffer, Acting Chief

Monog Reactor Projects Branch 1
R Division of Reactor Projects | //
Docket Nos. 50-269, 50-270, 50-287, 72-04 | (

License Nos. DPR-38, DPR-47, DPR-55, SNM-2503

Enclosure: NRC Inspection Report 50-269/9710, 50-270/97-10
50-287/97-10 _

ce wiencl:  (See page 2) - 0

9040047 270825
’ ggg ADOCK 0500026%



DFC

cc w/encl:

Mr. J. E. Burchfield

Compliance
Duke Power

Company

P. 0. Box 1439

Seneca, SC

Mr. Paul R.

29679
Newton

Legal Department (PBOSE)

Duke Power

Company

42?2 South.Church Street
Charlotte, NC 28242—0001A

Mr. Robert

P. Gruber

Executive Director
Public Staff - NCUC
P. 0. Box 29520

Raleigh, NC 27626-0520

Mr. Robert

Framatome Technologies

B. Borsum

1700 Rockville Pike, Suite 525

Rockville,

Mr. J. Michael McGarry, III, Esq.

MD 20852

Winston and Strawn

1400 L Street, NW

Washington,

D. C.

20005

Mel Fry, Acting Director

Division of Radiation Protection
N. C. Department of Environmental

Health & Natural Resources
3825 Barrett Drive
Raleigh, NC 27609-7721

Mr. Max Batavia, Chief

Bureau of Radiological Health

South Carolina Department of Health
and Environmental Control

2600 Bull Street

Columbia, SC 29201

cc w/encl cont’d:

Manager, LIS

NUS Corporation

2650 McCormick Drive
Clearwater, FL 34619-1035

Mr. G. A. Copp

Licensing - EC050

Duke Power Company

P. 0. Box 1006

Charlotte, NC 28201-1006

Ms. Karen E. Long

Assistant Attorney General
N. C. Department of Justice
P. 0. Box 629

Raleigh, NC 27602

County Supervisor of
Oconee County
Walhalla, SC 29621
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