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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

N March 8, 1999

Mr. M. S. Tuckman
Executive Vice President
Nuclear Generation

Duke Energy Corporation
526 South Church Street
P.O. Box 1006

Charlotte, NC 28201-1006

SUBJECT: PROCESS FOR REVISING NRC-APPROVED TOPICAL REPORTS
(TAC NOS. MA1662, MA1663, MA1664, MA1670, M1671, MA1702
AND MA1703) :

Dear Mr. Tuckman:

By letter dated April 14, 1998, you proposed a process for revising NRC-approved topical
reports that describe the methodologies for core reload design and licensing basis thermal-
hydraulic transient analysis. Your proposed process is intended to determine when topical
report revisions are to be submitted for NRC review, and when the revisions can be
implemented without NRC review. '

We do not support a process different from what has been in use for years to revise
NRC-approved topical reports. The process in use calls for a proposed topical report or
proposed revision of an approved topical report be submitted for NRC review. Upon NRC
approval by issuance of a safety evaluation, the topical report or revision thereof is republished
by the owner as the -A (i.e., approved) version. Thus, the topical report, in both its preapproval
and approved form is permanently archived in the official document control system, and
available to the public in its entirely or redacted form. This protocol is important since the:
NRC-approved topical report can then become an integral part of the licensing basis of a
nuclear plant without further NRC review. Thus, the staff's principal objection to a new process,
whereby the owner of an NRC-approved topical report can make certain changes, is that the
NRC will no longer have possession, or even knowledge, of what the current version is.
Furthermore, the NRC can no longer represent to the public that it is knowledgeable and has

~ approved the current version.

Our response to your specific questions in Q and A format is presented below:
Q1.  When is submittal of a topical report revision for NRC review and approval necessary?
A1l. See second paragraph above. %ﬁ

Q2. How should topical report revisions that do not meet the above criteria for NRC réview
and approval be managed?

A2.  There is only one process to revise an NRC-approved topical report, as stated in the
second paragraph above. Use of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Requlations
Section 50.59 by the owner of such report to make revisions is not appropriate since the
regulation clearly applies to a “holder of a license authorizing operation of a production
or utilization facility.” e
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Q3. How detailed must the list of COLR [Core Operating lerts Report]-related toplcal
reports in the technical specifications be?

A3.  We agree with you that listing the report number, title, revision number, and date in the
technical specifications (TSs) is sufficient. We further agree that only the proprietary-
approved version needs to be referénced.

Q4.  When is the technical specification list of COLR- related topical reports required to be
updated? -

A4. The wording of the TSs is legally binding. The fact that there is an approved later

version of a topical report does not obviate this fact, i.e., the version of a topical report
specified by the TSs is still in force. We expect that a licensee can work with the NRC
project manager such that an amendment request can be submitted to revise the TSs in
anticipation of the upcoming approval of a later version of a topical report. Thus, the

- TSs can be amended concurrently with the issuance of a staff safety evaluation

approving the new version of a topical report.

This completes our response to your April 14, 1998, inquiry. Please feel free to contact
Peter S. Tam, Frank Rinaldi, or David E. LaBarge, the project managers assigned to the Duke
plants if you have any questions, or need clarification. :

Sincerely,

ke

erbert N. Berkéw/ Director

Project Directorate 11-2

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-413, 50-414, 50-369, 50-370,

- 50-269, 50-270, and 50-287

cc: See next page
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Peter S. Tam, Frank Rinaldi, or David E. LaBarge, the project managers assigned to the Duke
plants if you have any questions, or need clarification.

Sincerely,

Original signen i
Herbert N. Berkow, Director

Project Directorate |I-2

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-413, 50-414, 50-369, 50-370,
' 50-269, 50-270, and 50-287

cc: See next page
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Catawba, McGuire, Oconee Nuclear
Statlons

cc:

Dr. John M. Barry

Mecklenburg County

Department of Environmental
Protection

700 N Tryon Street

Charlotte, North Carolina 29202

County Manager of Mecklenburg County
720 East Fourth Street
Charlotte, North Carolina 28202

Mr. Michael T. Cash

Regulatory Compliance Manager
Duke Energy Corporation

McGuire Nuclear Site

12700 Hagers Ferry Road
Huntersville, North Carolina 28078

Senior Resident Inspector
- ¢/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission
12700 Hagers Ferry Road
Hunterswlle North Carolina 28078

Mr. Richard M. Fry, Director

Division of Radiation Protection

North Carolina Department of
Environment, Health, and Natural
Resources

3825 Barrett Drive .

Raleigh, North Carolina 27609-7721

County Supervisor of Oconee County
Walhalla, South Carolina 27621

Elaine Wathen, Lead REP Planner
Division of Emergency Management
116 West Jones Street v
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603-1335

Mr. T. Richard Puryear
Owners Group (NCEMC)
Duke Energy Corporation
4800 Concord Road .
York, South Carolina 29745

Mr. Rick N. Edwards
Framatome Technologies
Suite 525

1700 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Manager, LIS

NUS Corporation

2650 McCormick Drive, 3rd Floor
Clearwater, Florida 34619-1035

Senior Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
7812B Rochester Highway

Seneca, South Carolina 29672

Mr. G. R. Peterson

Site Vice President
Catawba Nuclear Station
Duke Energy Corporation
4800 Concord Road

York, South Carolina 29745

Mr. H. B. Barron

Vice President, McGuire Site

Duke Energy Corporation

12700 Hagers Ferry Road
Huntersville, North Carolina 28078

Mr. William R. McCollum

Vice President, Oconee Site
Duke Energy Corporation

P. O. Box 1439 o
Seneca, South Carolina 29679

~North Carolina Electric Membership

Corporation
P. O. Box 27306
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611



Catawba, McGuire, Oconee Nuclear
Statio_ns

cc:
Mr. Gary Gilbert

Regulatory Compliance Manager
Duke Energy Corporation

4800 Concord Road

York, South Carolina 29745

Ms. Lisa F. Vaughn

Legal Department (PBO5E)

Duke Energy Corporation

422 South Church Street

Charlotte, North Carolina 28201-1006

Anne Cottington, Esquire
Winston and Strawn
1400 L Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20005

North Carolina Municipal Power
Agency Number 1

1427 Meadowwood Boulevard

P. O. Box 29513

Raleigh, North Carolina 27626

Mr. Steven P. Shaver

Senior Sales Engineer
Westinghouse Electric Company
5929 Carnegie Blvd.

Suite 500 _

Charlotte, North Carolina 28209

County Manager of York County
York County Courthouse
York, South Carolina 29745

Piedmont Municipal Power Agency
121 Village Drive
Greer, South Carolina 29651

Saluda River Electric Cooperative,
Inc.

P. O. Box 929

Laurens, South Carolina 29360

Senior Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
4830 Concord Road :

York, South Carolina 29745

Virgil R. Autry, Director

Division of Radioactive Waste Management

Bureau of Land and Waste Management

Department of Health and Environmental
Control

2600 Bull Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Ms. Karen E. Long

Assistant Attorney General

North Carolina Department of Justice
P. O. Box 629

Raleigh, North Carolina 27602

L. A. Keller

Manager - Nuclear Regulatory
Licensing

Duke Energy Corporation

526 South Church Street

Charlotte, North Carolina 28201-1006

Mr. Ed Burchfield

Compliance

Duke Energy Corporation
Oconee Nuclear Site

P. O. Box 1439

Seneca, South Carolina 29679



