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ORDER

The Petitioners, Grand Canyon Trust et. al., request that
the Presiding Officer reconsider its August 9, 1999, summary
grant of the NRC Staff’s August 5, 1999 request for an extension
of time to respond to the Presiding Officer’s latest questions
addressed to the Staff. The Petitioners’ reconsideration motion
is denied.

At bottom, the Petitioners’ objection is based upon the fact
that Petitioners’ lead counsel expects to go on maternity leave
in late September and the Staff’s requested extension will
complicate the Petitioners’ ability to file a response to the
Staff’s answers. The Staff’s request for an extension of time,

however, was based upon the unavailability of its expert assigned
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to the matter to respond to the Presiding Officer’s questions.
Because this is an informal proceeding in which the Presiding
Officer needs the requested information to make an informed
decision, the unavailability of the Staff’s expert to provide
answers to the Presiding Officer’s questions is a factor that
cannot reasonably be ignored. Accordingly, the Staff request was
based upon good cause and will not be disturbed.

In light of the Petitioners’ anticipated maternity leave
and, as requested by the Petitioners, their response to the
Staff’s answers is due two weeks from the date of filing of the
Staff’s answers.

It is so ORDERED.

Presiding Officer
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Thomas S. Moore
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

Rockville, Maryland

August 17, 1999
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