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1. The informational memo dated March 13, 2009 indicates that SEMs do provide additional 
management tools to help understand the impacts of changing flows at Bay City Dam on salinity near 
the STP diversion. If you used SEMs to forecast salinities near the STP diversion, could you share 
your findings/observations on the forecast of salinities during drought conditions in general and 
specifically for the 2011-2013 drought (low average flows were observed at the USGS gage near Bay 
City)? 

2. In the FEIS that was published in 2011, the NRC staff documented its evaluation of water-related 
impacts to the surrounding environment from operation of proposed Units 3 and 4. The staff 
evaluation was based on the information available until that time. Since the recent drought (2011 
through 2014) data is new information, the staff needs to evaluate if the effect of the recent drought 
on the availability of water is significant enough that it might warrant alteration of staff previous 
determination of water-related impact level. In order to help us better understand the water availability 
issue during severe drought conditions, please discuss the effect of recent drought (2011 through 
2014) on actual pumping conditions that STPNOC has experienced, and if there were noticeable 
effect on the water users of the area. 

3. Will you guide us in locating or having access to the document “Technical Memorandum, Project 
491361, April 24, 2014. Lower Basin Reservoir Project, Characteristics of Off-Channel Return Flows 
into the Colorado River and Implications for Channel Morphology.”  

4. Since publication of the Matagorda Bay Freshwater Inflow Needs Study in August 2006, has the 
LCRA conducted any biological surveys within Segment 1401: Colorado River Tidal?  If so, could you 
discuss the results of those surveys? 


