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March 10, 2015 
 
NOTE 
 
FROM:  Christopher Ryder 
 
SUBJECT: Modifications to the Westinghouse Columbia Site Grounds Since the 2007 

License 
 
Introduction 
 
On February 11, 2015, the NRC staff 
toured the grounds of the Westinghouse 
Columbia Fuel Fabrication Facility (CFFF) 
to gather information for an environmental 
review that is being done as part of the 
review of the renewal application (Ref. 1).  
The focus of the tour was on two changes 
to the site that were made or are being 
proposed since the special nuclear 
materials license SNM-1107 was issued 
in calendar year 2007. 
 
Rerouting Vehicle Traffic 
 
The Columbia Fuel Fabrication Facility 
(CFFF) is located on Bluff Road, SC-48 
(A).  Five properties are located behind 
the plant.  When Westinghouse 
purchased the land over 45 years ago, the 
land owners were assured unlimited 
access to their properties through legal 
agreements.  
 
Residents originally had access to their 
properties along a logging road (B).  Later, the access was rerouted through the main entrance 
to the CFFF (C).  Since the 2007 renewal, this access has been rerouted along another logging 
road (D); although this logging road existed prior to the 2007 renewal, the first 100 feet from 
Bluff Road were cleared of vegetation that had re-grown since the plant was built; the logging 
road was refurbished.  The logging road joins a road to the private properties (E).  The entrance 
to the logging road at Bluff Road is gated. 
 
The land around the plant continues to be logged for timber.  The logging is done in accordance 
with State regulations and practices.  Westinghouse consults with an arborist to ensure that the 
trees are healthy.   A forester is consulted about maintaining trees for thinning and logging. 
 
UF6 Pad Expansion 
 
A proposed expansion (Ref. 2) to the UF6 pad is illustrated in Figure 2.  The UF6 pad is located 
alongside a road that is inside the plant controlled access area (CAA).  The UF6 pad is fenced 
off from other areas inside the CAA.  Currently, there is a recessed area with a shed and a 
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Figure 1. Logging roads. 
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laydown area.  The expansion would bring the fence line on the right of the recess to the left as 
indicated by the arrow.  The fence on the left of the recess would remain.  The recess area is 
mostly covered with concrete.  All of the recess was disturbed when the plant was built about 45 
years ago. 
 
70.72 Reviewa 
 
Changes to the CFFF can be made without prior NRC approval provided that such changes are 
in accordance with Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Section 70.72.   As 
part of the facility change review at Westinghouse, the licensee determines if a change could 
impact a historical site.  An item in their checklist procedure asks if a proposed change could 
impact any archeological or historical sites on the Westinghouse property, or have provisions 
been made for protection or mitigation in the event than an archeological or historical is 
discovered.  Since 2007, no such changes have been identified. 
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a N. Parr, Westinghouse, communicated this information to C. Ryder, NRC, on March 10, 2015. 
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Figure 2. UF6 pad in relation to the plant.
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