
 
 

March 18, 2015 
 
 
Mr. Benton T. Arnett 
The Office of Management and Budget 
725 17th Street, NW  
Washington, DC 20503 
 
Dear Mr. Arnett: 
 
The Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990, as amended, requires that the U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) recover through fees approximately 90 percent of its Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2015 budget authority, not including amounts appropriated for Waste Incidental to 
Reprocessing, Generic Homeland Security activities, and for Inspector General services for the 
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board in FY 2015. 
 
The 2015 proposed fee rule is based on the NRC’s FY 2015 President’s Budget figures with 
adjustments made for a current estimate totaling $1,059.5 million for FY 2015.  President 
Obama signed the Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2015 (Public Law 
113-235) on December 16, 2014, giving the NRC a total appropriations of $1,015.3 million for 
FY 2015.  In order to ensure timely publication of this rulemaking, adjustments were not made to 
reflect NRC’s FY 2015 appropriations.  However, because the enacted budget represents a 
$44.2 million reduction from the President’s Budget, the NRC will reduce the hourly rate and 
fees collected by the NRC in the Final Rule.  By law, the NRC is required to collect all fees by 
September 30, 2015. 
 
In order to comply with the law, the Commission is proposing to amend its fee regulations under 
10 CFR parts 170 and 171.  The NRC is required to recover approximately $935.3 million by 
September 30, 2015.  The amendments to 10 CFR part 170 would revise the professional hourly 
rate and flat license application fees charged to licensees and applicants.  The hourly rate used 
to assess 10 CFR part 170 fees would decrease to $277. 
 
The amendments to 10 CFR part 171 would establish the amount of the FY 2015 annual fees to 
be assessed to NRC licensees to recover costs not recovered through 10 CFR part 170 fees.  
Compared to FY 2014, the proposed FY 2015 annual fees increase for most fee classes.  
 
Enclosed is a copy of the proposed rule which is being transmitted to the Federal Register for 
publication.  The notice provides for a 30-day public comment period. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

       /RA/ 
 

Teresa A. Grancorvitz, Director  
Division of Planning and Budget  
Office of the Chief Financial Officer 
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