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SUBJECT: PRESS RELEASES OF NATIVE AMERICAN
PETITIONERS

Attached are press releases dated August 4, 1997 and August 8, 1997, faxed to the
Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff of the Office of the Secretary. Because there is
no indication that the press releases were served on all parties to this proceeding, they
are being served with this memorandum. Parties are again reminded that any
document submitted to the Office of the Secretary, the Presiding Officer or the
Commission must show service on all parties to the proceeding by the attachment of a
signed certificate of service to the document. The certificate of service should indicate
the manner of service.

Subsequent documents will not be accepted for filing in this proceeding if not
accompanied by a certificate of service. Failure to adhere to the service requirements
of the 10 CFR Subpart L rules of procedure may result in a filing, including a time
sensitive filing, not being placed on the docket for consideration either by the Presiding
Officer or the Commission. See 10 CFR §2.1203, ref. §2.712.

Emile L. Julian
Assistant for Rulemakings

and Adjudications

Attachments: As stated
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PRESS RELEASE

'IATIVE AMERICAN PETITIONERS
August 4, 1997
Salt Lake City 13 /ze.S

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NUCLE.AR T.TOUT FACTS RILEASED BY NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE (NCII
SOUTHWEST YAVAJOS AND UTES HARDEST HIT

U. S. -NCLEAR REGULATORY COMM SSION (NRC I - JUDGE PE•ZRB - B.OCH
REJECTS PETITTONING NATIVE AMERICANS AGATNST NUCLEAR WASTES --
TRt=I 7DMIANS APPEAL TO THA AMERICAN AND TINERNAT0NAL PUBLIC

At the same time the National Cancer Institute was finally forced
to release the findings that Navajos and Utes of the Four Corners
Region were exposed to ten times more radiation during the Atomic
Bomb tests of the 50's than were the Russians at Chernobyl, the US
Nuclear Regulatory commission continues its "dumping" on Navajo
and Ute Indians. The NRC Judge Peter B. Bloch has rejected Native
American Petitioners requests against the license amendment
allowing Energy Fuels Nuclear, Inc./International Uranium (USA)
Corporation to process and dispose of World War II's Cotter
Concentrate nuclear wastes in the defunct Union Carbide Uranium
mill tailings ponds next to the White Mesa Ute Reservation.

Winston Mason, Head of Council for the proposed Great Avikan House
all tribes Native American history center which also sits next to
the Union Carbide tailings ponds, said that the nuclear issue in
the Four Corners Region may well be building up to be the most
united all tribes effort against the Federal Government in any
issue in the history of the Nuclear age. Mason said, "The release
of the National Cancer Institute's studies might just give Native
Americans the boost that we have been praying for."

Utes, Navajos, and members of other tribes have come forward in
their opposition of the NRC's licensing of the mill which is
currently bringing world war 1I's original Atomic Bomb wastes and
dumping them in open air tailings ponds in Indian burials and
other sacred Indian lands. The protesting groups include Native
American'Petitioners from the Utes of the White Mesa Reservation,
Navajos from Westwater Navajo Nation Community, and the members of
the all tribes Great Avikan House project near Blanding, Utah.

Norman Begay said of Judge Block's denial of his tribe's petition
for hearings in the matter, "Judge Block has misinterpreted the
facts, and has not chosen to deal with many of our issues. This
is not excusable. We will continue to fight forever, until the
mill is torn down and moved away.-

Lula Katso, Spokesperson for the Westwater Navajo Community said,
"Judge Bloch totally ignored the most concerned pleading of our
Native American People -- that the Cotter Concentrate carries
contents and ideologies which are prohibitive according to Native



American religion and tradition."

Winston Mason said, "We do not accept Judge Peter B. Bloch's
decision, based upon his reasoning, and also due to a lack of
mention of some of our most pertinent concerns. we recognize that
Judge Bloch dares not answer these concerns, and therefore,
ignores them, or talks in circles around them, in an effort to rid
himself of responsibility." Mason added, "If Judge Bloch were a
true judge, sitting to protect the rights of the people rather
than the intent of the NRC, he would most certainly have addressed
those issues."

According to J. Truman, Director of Downwinders organization which
has been fighting for the release of the bomb testing fallout
statistics, the National Cancer Institute's statistics which were
"leaked" to the public last Friday, reveal that the Four Corners
Region is one of the areas most affected by the bomb radiation
fallout. He states that the degree of radiation exposure to
Indians of the Southwest was ten times great than that suffered by
the people of the Russian nuclear plant blowup disaster at
Chernobyl. NCI statistics indicate that the added pollution
generated by Energy Fuels Nuclear activities at White Mesa will
only serve to raise the level of health risks beyond any large
scale nuclear imposition ever faced by any group of people.

Mason says, "This is probably the most blatant example of
Environmental Racism in the history of the Nuclear age." He
added, "It is totally unacceptable that these disgraceful
practices are continued upon Native American people, as well as
the non Indians who live in this area."

Mason added, "It is a shame that NRC appointed judges such as
Peter Bloch, would ignore the major concerns of our people,
speaking with 'forked tongues, as they bully their way in
directing money to big businesses such as union Carbide."

Last week, following no response from appeals to President Bill
Clinton, the petitioning Native Americans appealed to the United
Nations.

Contact J. Truman
(208) 776-5903
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AUGUST 8, 199Y

SALT LAKE CITY

UtahIs NatimeAmerican Petitioners against Nuclear Waste
claim that "Democracy Bled and Died in Utah,, They ask for
Radiation Control Board Dixrec-tor Bill Sinclair's resignation,

In a statement read today at Utah Division of Radiation
Control's 2:00 p.m. board meeting in Salt Lake City, Native
Americans blast state and federal government elected officials and
staff charging "blatant" Environmental Racism as state officials
are involved in assisting Energy Fuels Nuclear/International
Uranium Corporation in turning southeastern Utah's White Mesa
Uranium mill into the nation's "number one" Nuclear wast dump.

Alberta Mason, Designated Speaker, read from the statement
which was prepared by Norman Begay of the White Mesa Ute
Community, Lula Katso of the Westwater Navajos, and Winston Mason
of the Native American Peoples Historical Foundation, blasting NRC
Judge Peter B. Bloch for his decision against requests for
hearings and asking for the dismissal of Utah's Radiation Control
Division Director, Bill Sinclair. Petitioners also blasted
Governor Leavitt and the Utah Congressional Delelgation to
Washington for failing to respond to the majority vote of the
people against the Nuclear waste activities in San Juan CountaV.
Sinclair was caught at a White Mesa Ute board meeting this week
lobbying in favor of Energy Fuels Nuclear. Rumor has it that
Sinclair has been preparing materials and organizing meetings with
Indian leaders to help Energy Fuels Nuclear/International Uranium
Corporation obtain official permission from tribal leaders to
allow the mill to take the World War II "Cotter Concentrate" and
other wastes now stored at the Nevada Test Site.

The statement said, "We would like to ask what business a
state employee has of using taxpayers money to lobby against the
vote of the people of Utah in favor of federal agencies and
private enterprise." The Native American Petitioners went on to
say, "We therefore suggest that Mr. Sinclair resign from his
position with the State of Utah's Division of Radiation Control
and receive his official income from International Uranium
Corporation of whom he is more truthfully employed"

Contact: Winston Mason (801) 678-2805



NATIVE AMERICAN PETITIONERS
Representing Southeastern Utah/Four Corners Area

Ute & Navajo People Against Nuclear Waste
Box 1138 White Mesa, Utah 84511

August 8, 1997

TO: UTAH DIVISION OF RADIATION CONTROL

In a May 30, 1997 letter to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mr. William Sinclair, Executive Director of Utah's Radiation
Control Board stated, "The purpose of the correspondence is to
voice support for standing ....... for (1) The Native American
Peoples Historical Foundation (2) Westwater Navajo Community, and
(3) Norman Begay" (White Mesa Ute Community). The Letter further
states, "We request that you support the request for standing so a
hearing can be held."

On July 23, 1997 Judge Peter B. Bloch of the NRC issued a
Memorandum and Order denying Utah's request for hearings for Utah
citizens.

It is truly a "slap in the face" to the state of Utah to have
a Federal Agency such as the NRC turn its back on an official
request such as the one made by your Board on May 30th.

In Judge Bloch's denial of the Native American Petitioner's
requests he made contradictory statements as he "stumbled" his way
through his "feeble" presentation. He listed some of the harmful
constituents of the Cotter Concentrate which would necessarily
classify it as "Hazardous Waste" and continued on to demonstrate
its potential dangers. In his conclusion he said, "After reading
the Staff's materials, I conclude that it is impossible for me to
ascertain the basis for the (NRC) Staff determination that this
material is not hazardous." Most of Judge Bloch's presentation
gave very good reason for him to honor the Utah Radiation Control
Board's request that the People of Utah be given a hearing.
However, in his contradictory opening statement, Judge Bloch said,
"There is little reason to suspect ....... that the requested
license amendment would result in any harm to health and safety or
to the environment." After hearing his ill prepared document, one
Native American petitioner came forward and said, "As one hears
Judge Bloch's statements, the only vision that comes is that he
either has a gun pointed at his head, or he is mentally
handicapped."

Judge Bloch circumvented the Native American Petitioner's
foremost issue of the Cotter Concentrate carrying bad spirits
which are against the religious beliefs of American Indians and



therefore cannot be allowed in Energy Fuel's tailings ponds. In
Paragraph III E entitled "Spiritual and Psychological Effects" the
Judge states, "The Native American Petitioners have expressed
profound concerns about the effect of the placement of the Cotter
Concentrate near their ancestral burial grounds." Then he says,
"While this argument strikes a responsive chord, it does not
invoke any legal authority, and I know of no such authority." It
is not very comforting to the People to have a decision as
important as this one made by a Judge who does not even recollect
the law of the Constitution of the United States and the First
Amendment to that Constitution.

Judge Bloch, in paragraph III D of his denial for a hearing,
responded to our concerns relative to Environmental Justice by
saying, "I conclude that, contrary to the position of the Native
American Petitioners, the Executive Order 12898, 'Federal Actions
to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-
Income Populations' (1994) is not applicable. This case is about

O continued operation of a site that has already been
licensed.....There is no reason to think that this action could
discriminate against Native Americans." We would like Judge Bloch
to answer why it is that his NRC organization withheld from the
National Public Register the documents which initially established
the White Mesa Mill in 1977-1980. These documents not only did
not show up on the Register within a few days as required, but
they did not show up until November of 1994 -- 17 years late! The
injustice of the Cotter Concentrate Amendment is very much tied to
the injustice in the way in which the original license was
implemented. Suppression of information in this manner in order
to place a Uranium Mill and Waste Dumpt immediately adjacent to
and Indian Reservation Community of 300 people is a prime example
of Environmental Racism. In fact, when one studies the evidence,
it is easy to see that the history of the White Mesa Uranium Mill
is perhaps the most blatant example of Environmental Racism in the
History of America's Nuclear involvement.

0 And now, continuing on, there has been a rumor circulating
that Utah Division of Radiation Control Director, Mr. William
Sinclair, is preparing public relations materials and organizing
meetings to assist Energy Fuels Nuclear/International Uranium
Corporation in convincing the Native Americans of San Juan County
that the Cotter Concentrate will not harm them, and that it will
bring many benefits to the People. This has now been verified as
Mr. Sinclair attended this week's White Mesa Ute Council board
meeting where he attempted to convince the Ute leaders that they
should support the Cotter Concentrate Amendment. We would like to
ask what business a state employee has of using taxpayers money to
lobby against the vote of the people of Utah in favor of federal
agencies and private enterprise. The inconsistency of Mr.
Sinclair's letter to the NRC requesting hearings for Utah
citizens, while at the same time lobbying for a business opposed
by the those same citizens, is not acceptable behavior for a state
employee. We therefore suggest that Mr. Sinclair resign from his
position with the State of Utah's Division of Radiation Control



and receive his official income from International Uranium
Corporation of whom he is more truthfully employed.

We are submitting a copy of a banner which is being
circulated by some of the Navajo People whose signed petitions and
official Navajo Nation Tribal Resolutions representing virtually
100% of San Juan County Utah Navajos in opposition to the Cotter
Concentrate Amendment have been rejected by Federal and State
Officials. Some of the officials who have verified the
truthfulness of the banner by repeatedly turning there backs on
the People's pleas over the past three years include President
Bill Clinton, Congressman Chris Cannon, Senator Robert Bennett,
Senator Orin Hatch, Congressman Merrill Cook, Congressman Jim
Hansen, and Utah Governor Michael Leavitt. The Banner reads:

"Democracy
SBled

&

Died In Utah"
This is a shameful legacy for a state to bear, but unfortunately,
it is true. In a Democracy Federal and State elected officials
would not continue to turn their backs on official resolutions and
petitions representing 100% of a constituency. In a Democracy
appointed officials of Federal and State Government would not be
allowed to continually conspire with Big Business against the
interests and wellbeing of the masses of the people. It is very
apparent that we no longer live in a Democracy, as the
circumstance we find ourselves in verifies!

We Have Spokern

Native American Petitioners
Against Cotter Concentrate and
other Nuclear Wastes

-Norman Lula Katso Winston M. Mason
White Mesa Utes Navajo Citizens Great Avikan House
Box 1138 264 W. 100 N. 3 E. Center, Box AVIKAN
White Mesa, Utah 84511 Blanding, Utah 84511 Blanding, Utah 84511

Legal Counel: Rebeoa Lorenz, Esq.
W. Cullen Battle, Esq.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing JULIAN MEMO TO B&P RE PRESS...
have been served upon the following persons by U.S. mail, first class, except
as otherwise noted and in accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR Sec. 2.712.

Office of Commission Appellate
Adjudication

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Administrative Judge
Charles N. Kelber
Special Assistant
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board

Mail Stop - T-3 F23
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

John T. Hull, Esq.
Sherwin E. Turk, Esq.
Office of the General Counsel

Mail Stop - 0-15 B18
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Michelle R. Rehmann
Environmental Manager
International Uranium (USA) Corp.

Independence Plaza, Suite 950
1050 Seventeenth Street
Denver, CO 80265

Administrative Judge
Peter B. Bloch
Presiding Officer
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board

Mail Stop - T-3 F23
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Robert R. Pierce
Senior Attorney
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board

Mail Stop - T-3 F23
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Richard A. Munson, Esq.
One Tabor Center, Suite 1000
1200 Seventeenth Street
Denver, CO 80202

Norman Begay
White Mesa Ute Citizen
Box 1138
White Mesa, UT 84511



Docket No.(s)40-8681-MLA
JULIAN MEMO TO B&P RE PRESS...

G. Leah Dever, Asst. Manager
for Environmental Management
Department of Energy

Nevada Operations Office
P.O. Box 98518
Las Vegas, NV 89193

Winston M. Mason
Great Avikan House
Native American Peoples Historical

Foundation
3 East Center Street, Box AVIKAN
Blanding, UT 84511

Lula J. Katso
Westwater Navajo Community

d/o M. Hutchins
264 West 100 North
Blanding, UT 84511

Dated at Rockville, Md. this
15 day of August 1997 Z5ýýý

Office of the Secretdry of the Commission


