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KAW VALLEY ENGINEERING, INC.
July 25, 2014

NRC Event Number: 50308
Point of Contact Event reported to: Donald Norwood

Reported 7/25/14 0930 Eastern Time

Company: Kaw Valley Engineering, Inc.
2319 N. Jackson Street
Junction City, KS 66441
Phone: 785 762-5040
Fax: 785 762-7744
Point of Contact: Steven Hall, hall@kveng.com

License No. 15-26870-01
Leon D. Osbourn, P.E., R.L.S, Radiation Safety Officer

Sealed Source Device: Troxler 3430 Moisture Density Gauge
Serial Number: 36100

Radionuclide: CS-137; Serial Number 77-3229; 9 millicuries
Radionuclide: Am-241/Be; Serial Number 78-991; 44 millicuries

The following is the type event narrative from the employee involved. A scanned copy of
the original statement is attached in the email:

On 24 July 2014 at approximately 10:00 AM, I pulled my company truck into the parking
lot of Corvias Military Living job trailer on Ernie Pyle Drive, Ft. Riley, KS. A uniformed
soldier on a motorcycle stopped and notified me that he had observed a yellow nuclear
density gauge box fall off the open tailgate of my truck, across the street from the Camp
Forsythe Fire Station. I returned to that location, approximately one mile away,
immediately. I observed Ft. Riley Fire Department personnel gathered around the box
and density gauge, which was in the box. They informed me they had recovered the
gauge and the box, which still contained the gauge. I was later informed that they had
called and notified Kaw Valley Engineering of their find. They relinquished the box and
gauge to me, and I locked the gauge in the box, then locked the box containing the gauge
into a metal box fastened to the bed of my company truck. A Kaw Valley field tech
brought another gauge to me and returned the gauge that fell from the truck to KVE’s lab
for leak tests to be performed. At no time was the source rod unlocked during this
incident. The gauge had been placed in the box, which was on the open tailgate, after
performing the daily standard counts. The gauge was inadvertently left on the tailgate
while answering a job-related call on my phone, which was in the cab of my truck. I
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neglected to lock the gauge box, and lock it into the metal box, before driving away. I
was not in possession of the nuclear density gauge for approximately 8-10 minutes.

James F. Lee
(Signature)

When talking to Mr. Lee, he conveyed to me that the fire department personnel at that
station just happened to be doing their nuclear training that day and were able to perform
a survey on the gauge to detect radioactivity and the results did not exceed normal. Back
at our lab another survey was performed on the gauge with a TroxAlert survey meter with
results normal. A leak test was performed and sent to Troxler for analysis. The gauge was
inspected for any damage, and there was no damage to the gauge. The gauge case had
some scuff marks from asphalt contact, but the integrity of the case is intact to design and
use standards. The gauge will remain out of use in our nuke vault until leak results are
received from Troxler. KVE personnel who are occupational gauge users are monitored
with TLD badges from Troxler that are exchanged quarterly.

The individual operator, Mr. James F. Lee will be counseled on his responsibilities and
appropriate disciplinary action taken. Additionally, each gauge operator will receive an
additional hour of training in the subjects of radiation safety, proper transportation,
accountability of gauges, and emergency procedures.
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KAW VALLEY ENGINEERING
@' " Consulting Engineers
Client Contact and Telephone Message
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This form is to be completed and filed in project correspondence for all items affeciing the project in any
manner. Deliver to Project Manager for review and filing.
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