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General Comment

Subject: Docket ID NRC-2014-0097

Save the Valley (STV) and Hoosier Chapter Sierra Club (HCSC) respectfully submit these comments on the
needed scope of the Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed Termination of NRC Materials License
SUB-1435 for Jefferson Proving Ground Depleted Uranium Impact Area, Jefferson County, Indiana. We would
appreciate serious consideration by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and look forward to the commissions
comprehensive response.

STV is a membership organization operating as a not-for-profit corporation operating under the laws of the State
of Indiana and its mailing address is PO Box 813, Madison, IN 47250. STVs purpose is to work to protect and
improve the environment of the Ohio River Valley in the area between Lawrenceburg, Indiana and Louisville,
Kentucky. STV has members that reside in Jefferson County, Indiana.

HCSC is a membership organization operating as a not-for-profit corporation operating under the laws of the
State of California and its mailing address is 1100 W 42nd St, Suite 140, Indianapolis, IN 46208. HCSCs
mission is to explore, enjoy and protect the wild places of the earth and promote the responsible use of the
Earths ecosystems and resources; to educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore the quality of the natural
and human environment, and to use all lawful means to carry out these objectives. HCSC has members that
reside in Jefferson County, Indiana. SUNSI Review Complete
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IMPACTS TO CONSIDER IN THE EIS

Cessation of All Monitoring

Given that the DU Impact Area contains sufficient contamination to warrant permanent restriction against
human access forever some continued monitoring seems to be the prudent thing to do. With the extremely long
U-238 half-life of 4.5 billion years and the unforeseeable changes that may take place in conditions, such as
geology and weather, over the millennia the relatively few years of monitoring that has taken place may not be
sufficient to account for possible migration of contamination off the site. At this time it seems thatthe most
likely path of transport is the water and sediment from Big Creek. Furthermore, there are residents who live
downstream near JPG that get their drinking water from private wells. Continued monitoring of that water and
sediment, perhaps on a less frequent schedule, would be a relatively low cost alternative.

Chemical Toxicity of Uranium

The focus of the NRCs attention has been on the radiological properties of the DU. The toxic metal properties of
uranium also need to be addressed. The possible extent of transport and any related potential effects should be
thoroughly examined. Furthermore, a complete assessment of the composition of the rounds needs to be done in
order to determine the presence (or lack thereof) of other metals and other radioactive elements along with the
nature and extent of any transport of those metals and radioactive elements.

Effects of Controlled Bums in the DU Impact Area

Periodically the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service performs controlled burn of the vegetation in the DU Impact Area.
The airborne releases of both radiological and toxic metal constituents need to be adequately addressed. The
hazards presented to off-site persons downwind of the burns and the persons performing the burns need to be
considered. Also, the effects of the burns on the integrity of the rounds and fragments should be considered,
including any changes in the oxidation rates of the rounds and fragments caused by the burns.

Keeping the Public Informed

Given the extremely long-term nature of the required institutional controls and any unforeseeable geologic,
weather, etc. changes in conditions that may occur some mechanism to keep the public in the loop needs to be
considered. Some public oversight of the upkeep of the fences, road blockades, and signage needs to be in place.
Additionally, public participation in observing changes in local conditions may prove beneficial.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

The elephant in the room here seems to be the possibility of removal of the source material (DU). While, at least
for some, this may not seem to be a viable alternative there have been considerable advances in UXO detection
and identification in the last few years. New technologies, such as geophysical classification, could bring down
the costs, hazards, and environmental damage associated with removal in this area. Furthermore, the great
majority of rounds are concentrated in one of the firing trenches which comprises approximately eight acres.
Remediation in just that one trench would go a long way toward reducing the source material.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of these scoping comments. Again, we look forward to the NRCs
comprehensive response.



Richard Hill
Save the Valley
Conservation Committee and Executive Committee Hoosier Chapter Sierra Club


