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GOAL L: Okeechobee County will promote public health, safety and welfare through
a land use decision-making system which achieves and maintains a high
quality living environment with a well-planned mix of compatible land uses. 
[9J-5.006(3)(a)]

Objective L1: All uses of land shall be consistent with the Future Land Use classifications
established herein and portrayed on the Okeechobee County Future Land Use
Map.  The Future Land Use designations are intended to:  a) coordinate land
use with the natural environment, including soils, topography, and other
resources;  b) appropriately mix and distribute residential, commercial,
industrial, recreation, public and conservation land uses;  c) encourage an
efficient pattern of development and discourage sprawl; and  d) encourage the
proper siting of schools and provide the potential for co-location of parks,
libraries, recreational and other facilities.  The Okeechobee County Future
Land Use Map series shall be applied in conjunction with the policies of this
element and other elements of this Plan.  Okeechobee County hereby
establishes the following land use classifications for the purpose of managing
growth:  Urban Residential Mixed Use; Commercial Corridor Mixed Use;
Commercial Activity Center; Resort Corridor; Rural Activity Center; Resort
Activity Center; Rural Estate; Power Plant; Public/Semi-Public Facility;
Recreation; Industrial; Conservation 1; Conservation 2; and Agriculture.
[9J-5.006(3)(b)(1,7,8,9)]   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L1.1: Urban Residential Mixed Use:  This classification encompasses existing and
future areas of urban development within unincorporated Okeechobee County. 
It includes existing residential concentrations and areas where public facilities
to support urban development are available, or are projected to be available
during the planning period, including areas that are in designated service
provision areas.  Also included within this designation are existing supporting
commercial land uses, educational facilities and other public uses.  The
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primary purpose of the Urban Residential Mixed Use category, as designated
on the Future Land Use Map, shall be to provide for existing and future urban
development, to accommodate a range of densities of residential development,
and to maintain open space.  In addition:

a) Residential development is permissible subject to all applicable local
regulations.  The following standards shall be used as a basis for guiding
future residential development and establishing maximum densities per
gross acre within this classification:

i) New residential development at a gross density of 2 to 4 dwelling units
per acre shall use a public supply water system or an enhanced package
treatment plant designed to connect into a regional system when one is
available;

ii) New residential development at a gross density greater than 4 dwelling
units per acre shall use a public supply water system and a public
sewage treatment system or enhanced package treatment plants
designed to connect into regional systems when available, and must be
within 1 mile of an arterial or collector road;

iii) New residential development shall not exceed a gross density of 12
units per acre.    [AMENDED 05/2009]

b) Neighborhood commercial uses which serve the daily needs of the
community may be permitted only on arterial or collector roads and at a
distance of no less than 1 mile from similar land uses, unless included in
a comprehensive mixed use Planned Development, shall be compatible
with the character of the area, and shall not create strip and disorganized
patterns of commercial development.  Multiple commercial uses may be
grouped to constitute a single neighborhood commercial area. Commercial
areas in an Urban Residential Mixed Use area shall be set back from
adjacent land uses; shall not exceed 10 acres in size; shall not exceed
impervious surface lot coverage of 70 percent, shall not exceed a floor
area ratio of 1.0; and shall be consistent with the access management
policies contained in this Plan and the procedures adopted by the Florida
Department of Transportation. Commercial Uses, including recreational
vehicle parks, shall not exceed 30 percent of total land uses in the Urban
Residential Mixed Use classification.  Recreational vehicle parks,
subdivisions or condominiums may be permitted to a maximum density
of 10 units per gross acre, subject to all applicable local regulations.  
[AMENDED 05/2005, 05/2009]

c) Additional neighborhood commercial uses that serve the residents of a
specific residential community may be located within that residential
community provided that there shall be no evidence from public ways of
the existence of such establishments or uses.  Neighborhood commercial
uses shall be subject to standards contained in local land development
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regulations, and shall not exceed an impervious surface ratio of 70%, shall
not exceed a floor area ratio of 1.0, shall not be greater than 2 acres in
area, and shall be designed such that they are architecturally or otherwise
compatible with the surrounding residential development.  

d) Industrial uses are not permissible in the Urban Residential Mixed Use
classification.

e) Agricultural uses are permissible within the Urban Residential Mixed Use
area, subject to all applicable local regulations.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)2,5,7]

Policy L1.2: Commercial Corridor Mixed Use:  A Commercial Corridor Mixed Use
classification denotes an area of existing development in which commercial
land uses predominate.  The primary purpose of this land use classification, as
designated on the Future Land Use Map, is to promote efficient use of land and
public facilities and services through the development of compatible uses,
redevelopment, infill, and aggregation of small parcels into larger development
sites.  A Commercial Corridor Mixed Use area includes the arterial or collector
on which it is centered, and a distance of 1,500 feet in either direction from the
edge of right-of-way of U.S. 441 South from the City of Okeechobee city limit
to the junction of U.S. 441/98 and S.R. 78, and 400 feet from the edge of right-
of-way of all other collector and arterial roadways depicted in this
classification on the Future Land Use Map.  In addition:

a) Residential development is permissible, subject to all applicable local
regulations.  Residential development shall not exceed 30% of this
classification, shall be encouraged to be located above or behind
commercial development, and shall not exceed a density of 18 dwelling
units per gross acre.

b) Commercial, professional office and light industrial development are
permissible in a Commercial Corridor Mixed Use classification.  Such
development shall not exceed a floor area ratio of 2.0, except as otherwise
established below, and shall not exceed impervious surface coverage of 90
percent.  Light industrial development shall make up not more than 10
percent of total land uses.  Recreational Vehicle parks, subdivisions or
condominiums may be permitted to a maximum density of 10 units per
gross acre, subject to all applicable local regulations.

i. For that portion of the Commercial Corridor Mixed Use classification
along Highway 441 SE east of Nubbin Slough, as designated on the
Future Land Use map series, development shall not exceed a floor
area ratio of 0.30;

ii. For that portion of the Commercial Corridor Mixed Use classification
along SR 70 East from the railroad tracks to NE 48th Avenue, and for
that portion of the Commercial Corridor Mixed Use classification that
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is along SR 710 from the intersection of SR 70 East to Nubbin
Slough, as designated on the Future Land Use map series,
development shall not exceed a floor area ratio of 0.30;

iii. For that portion of the Commercial Corridor Mixed Use classification
along US Highway 98 from NW 20th Trail to past NW 36th Street, as
designated on the Future Land Use map series, development shall not
exceed a floor area ratio of 0.30.     [AMENDED 05/2005, 05//2009]

c) Agricultural uses are permissible only where existing at the time of
adoption of this amendment.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)2,5,7]

Policy L1.3: In the Commercial Corridor Mixed Use and Commercial Activity Center
classifications, a Site Development Plan shall be submitted to the County in
conjunction with all development proposals, except those related to obtaining
a permit to construct a single or two-family residential dwelling.  After
approval, the Site Development Plan shall become a binding condition of the
Final Development Order, and shall demonstrate that the following
requirements have been satisfied:

a) That the proposal creates the minimum possible disruption of traffic flow
and safety on adjoining streets, and adheres to an appropriate program of
access management to arterial and collector roadways;

b) That adequate setbacks or other measures are provided to allow future
improvements in public roads to be made without removing structures;

c) That adequate open space, buffering, landscaping, fencing or other
appropriate features are provided to ensure that the development will be
compatible with surrounding land uses, and will meet applicable local
land development regulations; and

d) That natural resources in the area, including wetlands, viable 100-year
floodplains, ground waters, surface waters, and vegetative and wildlife
communities designated as threatened, endangered or species of special
concern, will not be adversely affected.  Should the County require a
Specific Management Plan to be prepared by the developer pursuant to
Policy L5.2, the implementation of such management plan shall result in
no net loss of wetlands, and shall include any necessary modifications to
the proposed development, such as specific setbacks, buffers, or the
clustering of development away from site resources, to ensure the
protection, preservation or natural functions of site resources. 
[9J-5.006(3)(c)2,5,7]

Policy L1.4: Rural Activity Center:  Rural Activity Centers accommodate low densities
of development outside of the Urban Residential Mixed Use area.  Public
supply water and sewer facilities generally are not available, nor are they
anticipated to be available during the planning period.  Where appropriate or
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required, however, a developer may provide a package treatment plant or
otherwise provide for adequate public supply potable water and sewage
facilities.  A Rural Activity Center generally acknowledges existing
communities or subdivisions, and provides decentralized job creation and
economic opportunities.  A rural activity center can provide for self-supporting
communities so as to reduce dependence on the one existing urban area in the
County for all employment opportunities and goods and services.  Accordingly,
Rural Activity Centers allow for existing and future agricultural and residential
uses, as well as for recreational, public, neighborhood commercial and light
industrial uses that support or complement agricultural uses or residential and
community development and that provide employment or economic
opportunities.  Specific locations of Rural Activity Centers are shown on the
Future Land Use Map series and are intended to separate urban from non-urban
uses.  Additional Rural Activity Centers shall require an amendment to the
Future Land Use Map series.  The land uses and intensities of development
permissible within a Rural Activity Center must meet the requirements of
concurrency.

A Rural Activity Center provides for agricultural, recreational, residential,
neighborhood commercial and certain light industrial uses, subject to
compatibility and buffering criteria provided in local land development
regulations.  Neighborhood commercial uses and, where permissible, light
industrial uses, shall constitute no more than the greater of 30 acres or 5
percent of the total area of a Rural Activity Center; shall not exceed a floor
area ratio of 1.0; and shall not exceed impervious surface coverage of 70
percent.  Subject to density and intensity criteria as established by this Policy,
Rural Activity Centers shall provide for the following:

a) Basinger (A):  Residential development not to exceed a density of 1 unit
per gross acre, neighborhood commercial uses, light industrial uses where
adequate facilities and services are available, agricultural, recreational and
public uses;

b) Posey's Corner/Crooked Creek (B):  Residential development not to
exceed a density of 1 unit per gross acre, neighborhood commercial uses,
light industrial uses where adequate facilities and services are available,
agricultural, recreational and public uses.  In the 400-acre area added to
this Rural Activity center on December 17, 1998, new development on any
lot one acre or less in area shall be served by public supply water and
sewer treatment facilities, and no more than 250 acres may be developed
for residential lots of one acre or less.  If development includes lots of one
acre or less in area, then at least 150 acres shall remain undeveloped or in
agricultural uses or shall be developed as a golf course or as other
recreation or open space uses;   [AMENDED 05/2005]  
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c) Four Seasons (C):  Residential development not to exceed a density of 1
unit per gross acre, neighborhood commercial uses, light industrial uses
where adequate facilities and services are available, agricultural,
recreational and public uses;

d) Lazy Seven (D):  Residential development not to exceed a density of 1
unit per 2 gross acres, neighborhood commercial, agricultural, recreational
and public uses;

e) Dixie Ranch Acres (E):  Residential development not to exceed a density
of 1 unit per 1 gross acre, neighborhood commercial, agricultural,
recreational and public uses;

f) R-Bar (F):  Residential development not to exceed a density of 1 unit per
2.5 gross acres, neighborhood commercial, agricultural, recreational and
public uses;

g) Country Hills/Okeechobee Golf and Country Club (G):  Residential
development not to exceed a density of 1 unit per 4 gross acres in the rural
density area and not to exceed a density of 1 unit per gross acre in the low
density area; neighborhood commercial uses, light industrial uses where
adequate facilities and services are available, agricultural, recreational and
public uses;   [AMENDED 05/2005]

h) Okeechobee Little Farms (H):  Residential development not to exceed
a density of 1 unit per 5 gross acres in the rural density area and not to
exceed a density of 1 unit per gross acre in the low density area,
neighborhood commercial uses, light industrial uses where adequate
facilities and services are available, agricultural, recreational and public
uses;

i) Fort Drum (I):  Residential development not to exceed a density of 1 unit
per 5 gross acres in the rural density area and not to exceed a density of 1
unit per gross acre in the low density area, neighborhood commercial uses,
light industrial uses where adequate facilities and services are available,
agricultural, recreational and public uses; Residential development not to
exceed a density of 1 unit per gross acre, neighborhood commercial uses,
light industrial uses where adequate facilities and services are available,
agricultural, recreational and public uses;   [AMENDED 05/2005]

j) River Oaks (J):  Residential development not to exceed a density of 1
unit per gross acre, agricultural, recreational and public uses; 

k) Spot in the Sun/Starnes Loop (K):  Residential development not to
exceed a density of 1 unit per 2.5 gross acres in the rural density area and
not to exceed 2 units per gross acre in the low density area, neighborhood
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commercial uses, light industrial uses where adequate facilities and
services are available, agricultural, recreational and public uses. 

l) Edwards/Otter Creek (L):  Residential development not to exceed  a
density of 1 unit per gross acre, neighborhood commercial uses,
agricultural, recreational and public uses; and   [AMENDED 05/2005]

m) Viking (M):  Residential development not to exceed a density of 1 unit
per 1.25 gross acres, neighborhood commercial uses not to exceed one
percent of the total area of the Rural Activity Center, agricultural,
recreational and public uses.   [9J-5.006(3)(c)2,5,7]   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L1.5: Reserved.    [AMENDED 05/2009]

Policy L1.6: Public/Semi-Public Facility:  This classification includes properties or
facilities under public, semi-public or private ownership, which provide a
needed public service to the residents of Okeechobee County and the State of
Florida.  Permissible uses include, but are not limited to, educational, health
and recreational facilities, cemeteries, communications, cultural, and
transportation and other utility facilities, landfills, airports, police and fire
stations, correctional facilities, institutional facilities, and other such facilities
which provide for the public.  At the Okeechobee County Airport only,
industrial uses and industrial parks are permissible in this classification. 
Landfills and public airports shall require a Public/Semi-Public designation on
the Future Land Use Map.  Except for landfills and public airports,
Public/Semi-Public designations on the Future Land Use Map are not intended
to represent the only possible locations of future facilities.  Upon adoption of
land development regulations pursuant to this Plan, these properties or
facilities and accessory uses may be sited in any land use designation, subject
to compatibility criteria provided in the regulations.  Public/Semi-Public
Facility development shall not exceed a floor area ratio of 2.0, and shall not
exceed impervious lot coverage of 80 percent.  Public/Semi-Public Facility
development shall meet all applicable local and state regulations regarding the
quality and quantity of stormwater run-off.  Subject to all applicable local
regulations, agricultural activities are permissible in areas designated as
Public/Semi-Public.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)2,5,7]

Policy L1.7: Recreation:  This classification includes properties or facilities under public,
semi-public or private ownership, which provide a needed public service to the
residents of Okeechobee County and the State of Florida.  Permissible uses
include, but are not limited to, existing active and passive recreational
facilities.  Also permissible are structures to serve a recreational intent,
including visitor centers, administrative, maintenance or research facilities, or
housing for on-site personnel or for visitors, such as primitive camping or bunk
houses for a camp or retreat.  Recreational facility development shall not
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exceed impervious lot coverage of 60 percent, not including lakes, streams or
rivers that provide recreational opportunities.  The Recreation designations on
the Future Land Use Map are not intended to represent the only possible
locations of future facilities.  Bona fide public or private recreation facilities
or uses may be located in any future land use classification, subject to
compatibility criteria established by local land development regulations. 
[9J-5.006(3)(c)2,7]

Policy L1.8: Industrial:  Industrial lands and Industrial Overlay Districts are appropriate for
high-intensity commercial activities which involve manufacturing the storage
or processing of raw materials, wholesaling, packing, distributing, and other
similar uses.  Industrial activities can create unappealing visual effects, noise
or smells and often require buffers or large land areas, and therefore should
often be separated from residential or traditional retail business areas.  To
address the range of Industrial needs and activities while providing for the
employment, economic diversification and export opportunities generated by
Industrial activities, Industrial uses are permissible as follows:

Industrial Lands:  Permissible uses in this classification include traditional
industrial and other industrial and commercial uses and activities that are
appropriate in an industrial area.  Development in this classification shall not
exceed a floor area ratio of 1.0 except as otherwise established below, and shall
not exceed impervious lot coverage of 80 percent.  Industrial development
shall meet all applicable local and state regulations.

Industrial Overlay Districts are established to provide for industrial and
related or similar uses that provide employment opportunities, that provide for
economic diversification, that may require large land areas, that may require
substantial screening or buffering, that may be appropriately located away from
residential and commercial uses, that are appropriately located near other
industrial or large scale uses, or that are located on or near accessible
transportation corridors.  Industrial development within the overlay district
shall be subject to the following performance criteria:

a) Not more than 10% of the area designated in an overlay district may be
developed with industrial uses;

b) Any individual site must contain a minimum area of 10 acres;

c) Individual sites shall be near necessary vehicular or rail corridors or shall
be near other established industrial sites or activities;

d) A minimum of 35% of the total gross area of any individual site shall be
open space;

e) Industrial uses in this classification shall not exceed a floor area ratio of
0.4 except as otherwise established below:

Okeechobee County Comprehensive Plan
Future Land Use Element Goal, Objectives and Policies
Amended 05/07/2009     00006853.WPD

May 7, 2009 Section  2   Page  8



i. For the Industrial Overlay area between SR 70 West and the railroad
tracks, as designated on the Future Land Use map series, development
shall not exceed a floor area ratio of 0.20;

f) Appropriate zoning must be obtained and other local land use criteria shall
be met, including demonstrating the concurrent availability of potable
water, sewage disposal and transportation;

g) During siting of industrial development within the designated industrial
overlay districts, the County will ensure that impacts to environmentally
sensitive areas, including wetlands and habitat for listed species are
avoided;

h Stormwater treatment will be onsite and post-development quality and
quantity must equal pre-development quality and quantity;

i) An Industrial Overlay District as depicted on the Future Land Use map
series illustrates a generalized land area that meets the referenced criteria,
but development of industrial and related or similar uses shall demonstrate
that the specific criteria are met before development may commence. 
[9J-5.006(3)(c)2,7] [AMENDED 05/2009]   

Policy L1.9: Conservation:  Conservation areas, including conservation easements, are
lands owned by public agencies or private organizations with an intent to
maintain the land in an environmentally or culturally related conservation use. 
Conservation uses are further described as follows:

Conservation 1:  Such public areas are environmentally sensitive or have a
pristine quality which should be protected for the enjoyment of future
generations.  Accordingly, development shall be limited to structures or uses
that are consistent with Conservation 1 uses, such as structures for
administration or maintenance, visitor centers or visitor or research aids,
primitive camping facilities, or research or educational facilities, including
housing for on-site personnel and researchers.

Conservation 2:  Such areas may be in public or private ownership and may
include conservation easements, and are intended to maintain current or
provide for future environmental or cultural conservation.  Traditional
residential, commercial or industrial development is not consistent with
Conservation 2 uses, but limited commercial development that allows for and
enhances the enjoyment of and participation in recreational activities
compatible with Conservation 2 uses is permissible.  Other development, such
as structures for administration or maintenance, visitor centers or visitor or
research aids, primitive camping facilities, or research or educational facilities,
including housing for on-site personnel and researchers is consistent with
Conservation 2 uses.  In addition, agricultural activities are also permissible
when such activities are used to provide a reasonable and compatible method
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of maintaining the affected lands, or when such activities allow the land to be
kept in temporary productive use in anticipation of a future Conservation use,
such as lands held in association with the restoration of the Kissimmee River
or for other environmental or cultural projects.    [9J-5.006(3)(c)2,6,7]   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L1.10: Agriculture:  The primary functions of this classification are to protect
agricultural land and to identify land that is not needed to serve projected
growth.  Such areas, having minimal road access and no public sewer or water
service, are intended to be held in reserve for future needs.  This classification
includes those areas which are, and will continue to be, used primarily for
agricultural pursuits, as well as agricultural processing activities.  In addition:

a) Residential development is permissible, subject to all applicable local
regulations and subject to a density of up to 1 unit per 10 gross acres;  

b) In addition to agricultural processing and other agriculturally related
activities, limited commercial uses that allow for recreational activities or
use of public lands are permissible, as well as educational, institutional,
recreational and other public uses;

c) Within the Agriculture area, land management activities associated with
agricultural uses may be incompatible with residential development;
however, such management activities are considered to be of primary
importance in the Agricultural classification. [(9J-5.006(3)(c)2,7]  [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L1.11 Commercial Activity Center (R, S, T, U, V):  A Commercial Activity Center
denotes an area of existing development where commercial land uses
predominate or where infill or future commercial development is logical or
appropriate.  The primary purpose of this future land use classification, as
designated on the Future Land Use Map, is to promote efficient use of land and
public facilities and services through the development of compatible uses,
redevelopment, infill and aggregation of small parcels into larger development
sites.  The boundary of a Commercial Activity Center shall be as depicted on
the future land use map series.  In addition:

a) Residential development is permissible, subject to all applicable local
regulations.  Residential development shall not exceed 30% of this
classification, shall be encouraged to be located above or behind
commercial development, and shall not exceed a density of 18 dwelling
units per gross acre.

b) Commercial, professional office and light industrial development is
permissible in a Commercial Activity Center classification.  Such
development shall not exceed a floor area ratio of 2.0, except as otherwise
established below, and shall not exceed impervious surface coverage of 90
percent.  Light industrial development shall make up not more than 20%
of total land uses.  Recreational vehicle parks, subdivisions and
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condominiums may be permitted to a maximum of 10 units per gross acre,
subject to all applicable local regulations.

i. For Commercial Activity Center “V” (SR 710), as designated on the
Future Land Use map series, development shall not exceed a floor area
ratio of 0.30.     [AMENDED 05/2009]

c) Agricultural uses are permissible only where existing at the time of
adoption of this amendment.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)2,5,7]

Policy L1.12: Resort Activity Center:  A Resort Activity Center denotes an area with
unique characteristics conducive to the establishment of a resort development,
together with an appropriate mix of uses that provide for the resort atmosphere. 
A Resort Activity Center should be compatible with and incorporate the
attributes of its natural surroundings.  Public supply water and sewer facilities
may not be available, but shall be provided by a developer where the proposed
density or intensity of use would necessitate such facilities.  Agricultural,
residential, recreational and commercial development is permissible, subject
to guidelines established for any specific Resort Activity Center.  Specific
locations of Resort Activity Centers are shown on the Future Land Use Map
series.  Additional Resort Activity Centers shall require an amendment to the
Future Land Use Map series.  The land uses and intensities of development
permissible within a Resort Activity Center must meet the requirements of
concurrency.  The following Resort Activity Center is hereby established and
provides for the following:

a) Rucks R.V. Resort (O):  Residential development not to exceed a density
of 1 unit per gross acre, and commercial uses including recreational
vehicle parks or subdivisions which shall not exceed a density of 8 units
per gross acre provided that adequate public supply water and sewer
facilities are provided.  Sewage treatment facilities shall not be located
within an unaltered 100-year flood plain (as designated by FEMA) if there
are non-flood plain or altered flood plain areas located on site.  Such
facilities shall be located in or on the non-flood plain where they exist, or
may be located within an altered flood plain area if there are no non-flood
plain areas on site.  If there are no non-flood plain or altered flood plain
areas, a sewage treatment plant may be located within an unaltered 100-
year flood plain, provided that an engineer licensed by the State of Florida
certifies that the facility is floodproofed and otherwise is constructed in
accord with permitting agency regulations that address development in
flood prone areas.  Commercial uses, including recreational vehicle parks
or subdivisions, shall not exceed 25% of the Resort Activity Center.  Also
permissible are agricultural, recreational and public uses, and existing
active or permitted mining activities.  Resort development shall be
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adequately buffered from mining and reclamation activities. 
[9J-5.006(3)(c)2,5,7]

Policy L1.13: Resort Corridor:  A Resort Corridor denotes an area with unique
characteristics conducive to the establishment of resort or resort ancillary uses
that are compatible with and complement a resort atmosphere.  A Resort
Corridor should be compatible with and incorporate the attributes of its natural
surroundings.  Public supply water and sewer facilities may not be available,
but shall be provided by a developer where the density or intensity of a
proposed use would necessitate such facilities.  Residential, recreational,
service and other commercial development is permissible, subject to guidelines
established for any designated Resort Corridor.  Specific locations of Resort
Corridor areas are shown on the Future Land Use Map series.  Future Resort
Corridors shall require an amendment to the Future Land Use Map series.  The
land uses and intensities of development permissible within these areas must
meet the requirements of concurrency.  The following Resort Corridor is
hereby established and provides for the following:

a) Highway 78 Resort Corridor:  Commercial development that is oriented
toward resort and neighborhood activities or that is indirectly related to
such uses is permissible in this Corridor.  Commercial uses, including
recreational vehicle parks, subdivisions or condominiums may comprise
up to 100% of the Resort Corridor.  Such development shall not exceed
an average floor area ratio of 2.0 and shall not exceed impervious surface
coverage of 70 percent.  Residential development, including townhomes,
condominiums, multi-family developments and manufactured home parks,
subdivisions, or condominiums may comprise up to 50% of the Resort
Corridor.  Such development is permissible at a density not to exceed 18
units per gross acre subject to standards established for the Urban
Residential Mixed Use classification.  Recreational vehicle parks,
subdivisions or condominiums shall not exceed a density of 10 units per
gross acre.  Also permissible are recreational and public uses. 
Agricultural uses are permissible only where existing at the time of
adoption of this amendment.   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L1.14: Rural Estate:  This classification encompasses existing and future areas of
low density development within unincorporated Okeechobee County.  It
includes existing residential subdivisions and areas where future low density
residential subdivisions and communities are appropriate or desirable because
of proximity to transportation routes while maintaining a semi-agricultural
character and maintaining open space.  Residential development not to exceed
a density of 1 unit per 5 gross acres is permissible in the classification, as well
as agricultural, recreational and public uses.   [AMENDED 05/2005]
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Objective L2: Okeechobee County will coordinate proposed future land uses with the
appropriate soil conditions, topography, and the availability of public facilities
and services.  [9J-5.006(3)(b)1]

Policy L2.1: Okeechobee County will direct development to areas where public facilities
and services, including City of Okeechobee and privately-owned sanitary sewer
and water facilities and services, are available or are projected to be available. 
[9J-5.006(3)(c)3]

Policy L2.2: Okeechobee County will condition development orders upon the established
levels of services for public facilities and services as defined herein, and to the
availability of required public facilities and services concurrent with the
impacts of development.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)3]

Policy L2.3: Upon Plan adoption, Okeechobee County shall regulate the removal of rock,
shell, sand and other minerals from the ground and for the transportation of
these materials within the County.  At a minimum, these standards will ensure
that such activities do not adversely affect adjacent land uses or groundwater
quality or quantity.     [9J-5.006(3)(c)2]

Policy L2.4: The County shall review proposals for the installation of septic tank disposal
systems in industrial developments, and shall prohibit the use of septic systems
for developments that generate non-domestic wastes.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)1,2]

Objective L3: Upon Plan adoption, Okeechobee County will establish systems to reduce or
eliminate existing development and zoning districts that are inconsistent with
the Future Land Use Element and Future Land Use Map series.  While
protecting public safety and minimizing public expenditures on public facilities
and services, Okeechobee County may permit residential development on
vested lots of record established prior to this Comprehensive Plan which do not
conform to density standards set forth in the Future Land Use Element. 
[9J-5.006(3)(b)3]

Policy L3.1: Okeechobee County shall ensure that development existing at the time of
adoption of this Comprehensive Plan that is inconsistent with the Future Land
Use Element or Future Land Use Map shall not be expanded, and that if the use
of such development is discontinued for a period of more than six months, that
it shall not be reestablished.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)1,2]

Policy L3.2: No building permits will be issued for properties not having legal access to a
county- or state-maintained road, or to a privately-owned road constructed to
meet engineering standards established for an approved private road.  The
following shall constitute legal access:
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a) Direct frontage on the road in accordance with minimum width standards
established in local land development regulations.

b) Access by easement which meets applicable standards established in local
land development regulations and which has been properly recorded in the
public records of Okeechobee County.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)1,3]

Objective L4: Okeechobee County shall continue to redevelop and renew blighted areas by
utilizing Small Cities Community Development Block Grant funds to
rehabilitate or eliminate and replace up to 20 substandard housing units per
year through the year 2010, and by utilizing Small Cities CDBG funds to
provide for the development or redevelopment of commercial and industrial
areas.  [9J-5.006(3)(b)2]   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L4.1: Okeechobee County shall continue to identify and prioritize areas in need of
redevelopment or renewal.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)1]   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L4.2: Okeechobee County will continue its program of CDBG-funded activities to
be conducted for the renewal of blighted areas.  Such activities will include the
rehabilitation of substandard housing, and the revitalization, redevelopment or
development of commercial or industrial areas to provide greater employment,
shopping and recreational opportunities and to increase the tax base for the
County.  Those of low or moderate income, the unemployed, and others with
identified special need shall be the intended primary beneficiaries of such
programs and activities.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)1]

Objective L5: Upon Plan adoption, Okeechobee County shall adopt and enforce standards
that protect natural and historic resources.  Natural resources shall be protected
by the regulation of land use in proximity to public supply potable water
wellfields and other environmentally sensitive lands, and by the management
of stormwater runoff and drainage.  [9J-5.006(3)(b)4]

Policy L5.1: Okeechobee County will implement procedures to evaluate development
proposals in terms of the goal, objectives and policies set forth in the
Conservation Element of this Comprehensive Plan.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)6]

Policy L5.2: Through adoption of land development regulations, including provisions for
site plan review, cluster development and other techniques, Okeechobee
County shall protect certain floodplains, wetlands, cones of influence, natural
groundwater aquifer recharge areas, native vegetative communities and
wildlife habitats.  All proposals for development and redevelopment activities
shall be evaluated by the County during a development review process, and
shall be subject to the referenced land development regulations.  Specifically:

Okeechobee County Comprehensive Plan
Future Land Use Element Goal, Objectives and Policies
Amended 05/07/2009     00006853.WPD

May 7, 2009 Section  2   Page  14



a) The County shall require the identification of the extent to which any
development or redevelopment is proposed to be placed in or on, to
disturb, or to alter the natural functions of areas prone to 100-year
frequency floods, as depicted by Zone "A" on Federal Emergency
Management Agency Flood Insurance Rate Maps.  If the County
determines that a viable 100-year floodplain may be disturbed or altered,
the County shall require the developer to provide an inventory related to
the 100-year floodplain which may be encroached upon.  This inventory
shall be evaluated by the County during a phase of its development review
process.  Where it is determined that proposed development or
redevelopment will encroach upon a viable 100-year floodplain, the
County shall require a Specific Management Plan to be prepared by the
developer which includes necessary modifications to the proposed
development, such as specific buffers or clustering of development.  All
development activities in a viable 100-year floodplain shall conform to
regulations as promulgated by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, National Flood Insurance Program (Regulations for Floodplain
Management and Flood Hazard Identification), shall conform to the
regulations of the appropriate water management district where such water
management district has jurisdiction, shall conform to other applicable
federal and state regulations, and shall conform to local regulations
established to protect property and to protect the natural function of
floodplain.  Specifically, development shall be set back no less than 50
feet from a floodway, and residential development within a viable 100-
year floodplain shall be flood-proofed or have the finished floor above the
100-year flood elevation, shall not displace the floodwaters of a 100-year
frequency flood, and shall not alter the natural function of a viable 100-
year flood plain.  No non-mining industrial development shall be
permitted in a viable 100-year flood plain.  Permissible residential
densities within a viable 100-year floodplain shall be no greater than one
dwelling unit per 5 gross acres or no greater than one dwelling unit per 10
gross acres in areas designated as Agriculture.;

b) The County shall require the identification of the extent to which any
development or redevelopment is proposed to be placed in or on, to
disturb, or to alter the natural functions of state or federally-defined
wetlands; soils posing severe limitations to construction; or endangered
or threatened species of wildlife and plants.  If the County determines that
one or more of the natural resources referenced above may be disturbed
or altered, the County shall require the developer to provide an inventory
related to the specific natural resource which may be encroached upon. 
This inventory shall be evaluated by the County during a phase of its
development review process.  Where it is determined that proposed
development or redevelopment will encroach upon a referenced natural
resource, the County shall require a Specific Management Plan to be
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prepared by the developer, which includes necessary modifications to the
proposed development, such as specific setbacks, buffers, or clustering of
development away from site resources, to ensure the protection,
preservation or natural functions of the resource.  The provisions of such
management plans shall be consistent with the natural resource protection
policies of the Conservation Element of this Plan;

c) The County shall protect the natural function of identifiable wetlands by:
1) avoiding encroachment; 2) minimizing the loss of wetlands when
encroachment cannot be avoided; or 3) mitigating the loss of wetlands. 
Where it is determined that proposed development or redevelopment will
encroach upon a defined wetland, the County shall require a Specific
Management Plan to be prepared by the developer, which includes
necessary modifications to the proposed development, such as specific
setbacks, buffers, or clustering of development away from the wetland. 
The provisions of such management plans shall be consistent with the
natural resource protection policies of the Conservation Element of this
Plan.  Wetlands destroyed by future development activities shall be
restored or created in accordance with regulations established by the
appropriate jurisdictional authority, specifically the South Florida Water
Management District, the St. Johns River Water Management District, the
Florida Department of Environmental Regulation or the Army Corps of
Engineers.  The County's land development regulations shall include
appropriate criteria and standards for wetlands protection, such as: 
setbacks of a minimum of 25 feet; buffers; conservation easements;
compensatory acre-for-acre on-site mitigation, or two-to-one off-site
mitigation; drainage criteria; allowed and exempted uses; wetland
function; and significant and insignificant effects of development on
wetlands.  The definition of wetlands to be used for regulatory purposes
shall be derived from the definition of wetlands used by the South Florida
Water Management District, the St. Johns River Water Management
District, the Florida Department of Environmental Regulation, and the
Army Corps of Engineers.  The Generalized Wetlands Map, adopted as
part of this Comprehensive Plan, is intended to serve as a guide to the
possible location of wetlands.  Specific identification of wetlands may
require a survey to be provided at the expense of the developer and in
coordination with relevant agencies, if appropriate, to determine whether
wetlands under the jurisdiction of the South Florida Water Management
District, the St. Johns River Water Management District, the Florida
Department of Environmental Regulation or the Army Corps of Engineers
are present on a site;

d) The County shall cooperate with the South Florida Water Management
District and the St. Johns River Water Management District to identify
cones of influence and prime natural groundwater aquifer recharge areas,
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and develop a comprehensive wellhead protection program.  The program
shall include provisions to restrict incompatible uses and substances found
on the Florida Substance list known to have adverse effects on water
quality and quantity.  Okeechobee County shall request funding assistance
from the SFWMD and the SJRWMD to accomplish these activities.  The
County shall also consider assessing the users or owner/operators of public
supply potable water wells to contribute toward the County's share of
funding.  However, as an interim measure between Plan adoption and the
identification of public supply potable water well cones of influence by
SFWMD and the SJRWMD, Okeechobee County shall establish a 400 ft.
radius from the base of a public supply potable water well as a wellhead
protection area.  The first 200 foot radius shall be a zone of exclusion. 
The only development permissible within the zone of exclusion is the
encroachment of the footprint of a single-family residential structure,
excluding any on-site septic facilities, and only when such encroachment
will prevent a regulatory taking.  Within the remainder of the wellhead
protection area, the following will be prohibited:  landfills; facilities for
bulk storage, handling or processing of materials on the Florida substance
list; activities that require the storage, use, handling, production or
transportation of restricted substances, agricultural chemicals, petroleum
products, hazardous toxic waste, medical waste, or similar substances;
feed lots or other commercial animal facilities; wastewater treatment
plants, percolation ponds or similar facilities; mines; and excavation of
waterways or drainage facilities which intersect the water table; and

e) Wildlife habitat and unique native vegetative communities shall be
protected from destruction by development activities in accordance with
Policy C3.4.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)1,2,4,6,7]

Policy L5.3: Upon Plan adoption, buffers shall be used to separate incompatible land uses
and to protect certain natural resources.  The size, composition and location of
buffers shall be set forth in the County's land development regulations, shall
be based on the proposed land use or development activity, and shall be
consistent with the policies of this Comprehensive Plan.  Areas designated as
buffers shall preserve or restore natural vegetative cover, except where
drainage-ways and access paths are approved to cross the buffer or where a
structural buffer, such as a wall or fence is required.  Buffers may be
supplemented only with native trees, shrubs and ground covers.  The issuance
of a final development order by the County shall be contingent upon
implementation of all stipulations within a site development plan, or a Specific
Management Plan as set forth in Policy L5.2.  The provisions of such
management plans shall be consistent with the natural resource protection
policies of the Conservation Element of this Plan.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)1,2,6]
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Policy L5.4: Okeechobee County shall continue to protect historically significant properties. 
All sites listed in the Florida Master Site File or National Register shall be
considered for local designation.  Local designation, as well as demolition or
alteration of locally designated sites or structures, shall be by action of the
Board of County Commissioners.  This procedure does not replace or diminish
established procedures for the alteration or demolition of structures or sites in
the County, but is an additional safeguard to protect structures and sites
designated by the Board of County Commissioners as historically or
archaeologically significant.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)8]   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Objective L6: Okeechobee County will ensure that proposed land use activities within the
Kissimmee River study area are not inconsistent with the stated goal of the
Resource Management Plan for the Lower Kissimmee River and Taylor Creek
Drainage Basins, adopted August 21, 1985 and prepared pursuant to Chapter
380, Florida Statutes.  [9J-5.006(3)(b)6]

Policy L6.1: During 1992, Okeechobee County will review the Resource Management Plan
for the Lower Kissimmee River and Taylor Creek Drainage Basin, and
coordinate its activities with other local governments addressed in the
Resource Management Plan.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)1,2,6]

Policy L6.2: Activities by Okeechobee County to implement the Resource Management
Plan for the Lower Kissimmee River and Taylor Creek Drainage Basins will
be those which support or coordinate with actions initiated by the State and
regional agencies referenced in the Resource Management Plan. 
[9J-5.006(3)(c)1,2,6]

Objective L7: Okeechobee County shall continue to promote compact development and
encourage the efficient use of public facilities.  [9J-5.006(3)(b)7]   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L7.1: Ongoing decisions affecting the development of land will be consistent with
the Future Land Use Element and Future Land Use Map.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)1]  
[AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L7.2: Okeechobee County shall continue to implement land development regulations
which contain specific provisions to implement the adopted Comprehensive
Plan.  Improvements to the land development regulation process shall focus on
efficiency and effectiveness through a streamlining of procedures.  Land
development regulations shall, at a minimum:   [AMENDED 05/2005]

a) Regulate the subdivision of land.  The County's subdivision regulations
shall be reviewed and updated in order to be consistent with this
Comprehensive Plan;
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b) Regulate areas subject to seasonal and periodic flooding and provide for
drainage and stormwater management.  This shall be accomplished by
continued adherence to South Florida Water Management District
regulations;

c) Regulate signage.  A sign provision of the County's land development
regulations appropriate for various land use activities shall be adopted.  At
a minimum, the provision shall establish the frontage requirement for
signs, consider allowing shared signs for smaller properties, and define
terms within the provision to clarify its intent;

d) Promote safe and convenient on-site traffic flow and vehicle parking
through the adoption and continued enforcement of design standards for
new construction; and

e) Provide for the protection of environmentally sensitive lands, and provide
for open space.  "Environmentally sensitive lands" are defined as
wetlands, viable 100-year floodplains or critical habitat for plant or animal
species listed by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services (FDACS), the Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission
(FGFWFC), or the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) as
endangered, threatened, or species of special concern.  A Critical Habitat
means the specific area within a geographic area occupied by plant or
animal species listed by the FDACS, FGFWFC or USFWS as endangered,
threatened or species of special concern on which are found those physical
or biological features essential to the conservation of the species and
which may require management consideration or protection. 
[9J-5.006(3)(c)(1,4)]

Policy L7.3: Upon Plan adoption, Okeechobee County will implement a Concurrency
Management system to ensure that needed public facilities will be in place
prior to or concurrent with the impacts of new development.  An element of the
County's concurrency management system shall be a program to bring planned,
permitted and zoned development capacity into alignment with existing and
programmed capital improvements capacity.  The program of aligning
development capacity with capital improvements capacity shall provide for the
recognition and protection of vested property rights.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)3]

Policy L7.4: Okeechobee County will promote innovative land development techniques
which mix and distribute land uses in such a way as to use public facilities in
the most efficient manner possible.  Land development regulations will be
developed to encourage infill development in the Commercial Corridor Mixed
Use and Urban Residential Mixed Use areas by providing for:

a) Expedition of the permitting process for infill development proposals;
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b) Consideration of exceptions to requirements such as minimum lot sizes,
minimum setbacks, or minimum parking requirements to provide for
residential, affordable residential and economically viable commercial
opportunities;

c) Coordination with existing municipal and privately operated potable
water, sanitary sewer and drainage facilities to develop regional public
supply facilities and require compatibility of privately operated facilities;

d) The direction of public expenditures to areas of higher intensities and
densities of use and therefore encourage development to locate where
public facilities are more readily and more economically available; or

e) Coordination with municipal, county and state transportation facilities to
provide adequate levels of service that support higher densities and
intensities of development within or adjacent to currently developed areas. 
[9J-5.006(3)(c)3,5]

Objective L8: Okeechobee will ensure that appropriate sites and public facilities are available
for future public educational facilities concurrent with new development.  
[AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L8.1: Okeechobee County shall establish threshold acreage for new schools as
follows:

a) Elementary Schools: A minimum of four (4) acres for the first two
hundred (200) students, plus one (1) acre for each additional one hundred
(100) students.

b) Middle Schools/Junior High Schools: A minimum of six (6) acres for the
first three hundred (300) students, plus one (1) acre for each additional one
hundred (100) students.

c) Senior High Schools: A minimum-of seven (7) acres for the first three
hundred (300) students. plus one (1) acre for each additional fifty (50)
students up to one thousand (1,000) students, plus one (1) acre for each
additional one hundred (100) students thereafter.

d) Area Vocational/Technical School: A minimum of twenty (20) acres for
the first five hundred (500) students, plus one (1) acre for each additional
fifty (50) students up to one thousand (1,000) students.

e) Community College: A main campus site shall be a minimum of one
hundred (100) acres. Each separate center site shall contain a minimum of
forty (40) acres for the first five hundred (500) students, plus two (2) acres
for each additional one hundred (100) students. Special-purpose center site
acreage shall be appropriate to contain the functions identified in the
program.   [AMENDED 05/2005]
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Policy L8.2: Upon issuance of a development order for a new school, public facilities such
as potable water, sanitary sewer, solid waste, drainage and roads necessary to
serve the proposed use shall be in place or shall be programmed.  Prior to the
issuance of a development order, the School Board shall obtain written
agreements from service providers assuring adequate capacity is or will be
available.   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L8.3: Ingress and egress to new educational facilities should not create detrimental
impacts on roads adjacent to the site and the site must provide for adequate on-
site parking and vehicle circulation.   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L8.4: Approaches to new educational facilities should be safe for pedestrians,
bicycles, cars and buses.    [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L8.5: Okeechobee County shall advise the School Board of all Plan amendments that
may affect the location of new schools and proposed improvements.   [AMENDED

05/2005]

Policy L8.6: Proposed school sites should be located away from industrial uses and  other
potentially incompatible land uses to avoid noise, odors, dust, and other
adverse impacts and hazards.   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L8.7: Disrupting influences caused by school yard noises and traffic shall be buffered
to ensure sufficient distances from or compatibility with hospitals, adult
communities, and nursing homes.   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L8.8: New school sites should, whenever possible, avoid floodways, wetlands, and
other environmentally sensitive areas, and should not interfere with historic or
archaeological resources.   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Policy L8.9: Okeechobee County shall facilitate the adequate and efficient provision of
public schools through:   [AMENDED 05/2005]

a) Continuing to allow new public elementary, middle and high schools in
the Urban Residential Mixed Use, Rural Estate, Rural Activity Center,
Resort Activity Center, Resort Corridor, Commercial Corridor Mixed Use,
Commercial Activity Center and Public/Semi-Public Facilities future land
use classifications locational criteria in the Comprehensive Plan and
development standards in the county land development regulations;

b) Not permitting new public schools for any site prohibited for a public
school in Rule 6A-2, F.A.C;

c) Addressing public school facilities pursuant to the provisions of Sections
163.3161(3), 163.3164(24) and 163.3177(10)(h), Florida Statutes;

Okeechobee County Comprehensive Plan
Future Land Use Element Goal, Objectives and Policies
Amended 05/07/2009     00006853.WPD

May 7, 2009 Section  2   Page  21



d) Initiating a coordination process with the School Board in its efforts on
school planning, site selection and construction; 

e) Maintaining for public review, a listing of capacity-deficient public
schools and the School Board’s Educational Plan Survey and Capital
Improvement Program when such information is provided to the County.

Objective L9: Okeechobee County will ensure that suitable land for public facilities and
utility facilities to support proposed development is available.  [9J-5.006(3)(b)8]

Policy L9.1: Land use designations established in the Future Land Use Element will include
appropriate public facilities as permissible uses, and adequate acreage for such
facilities will be provided on the Future Land Use Map.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)1,2,3]

Policy L9.2: Okeechobee County will amend its zoning, subdivision and other land
development regulations as necessary to ensure that adequate land or facilities
are available to meet the needs of new development in the following areas:

a) drainage

b) stormwater management

c) parking

d) open space

e) road right-of-way

f) public utility plant sites

g) schools  [9J-5.006(3)(c)1,4]

Policy L9.3: Upon Plan adoption, the County's Concurrency Management System shall
require evidence of adequate capacity available from public or private
providers of utility services prior to the issuance of a final development order. 
A final development order includes a development permit for construction,
final approval for subdivision, and final approval for changes in zoning to a
zoning district of greater density or intensity.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)3]

Policy L9.4: The County's land development regulations shall require the set-aside, by
dedication or easement, of land suitable to accommodate public utility facilities
needed to service a proposed development.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)3]

Policy L9.5: Public utilities needed to service existing and future land uses shall be
permitted in all future land use classifications, provided the performance
standards in the Power Plant Siting Act, the Transmission Line Siting Act, the
Okeechobee County Comprehensive Plan, Okeechobee County land
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development regulations, and any other applicable land development
regulations are met.  [9J-5.006(3)(c)3]   [AMENDED 05/2005]

Objective L10: Okeechobee County will promote the use of various and innovative land
development techniques.  [9J-5.006(3)(b)9]

Policy L10.1: Okeechobee County will amend its land development regulations to encourage
development techniques which mix and distribute land uses to accomplish the
following:

a) Make the most efficient possible use of existing public facilities;

b) Recognize and preserve distinctive natural features of the development
site;

c) Protect environmentally sensitive areas within the site;

d) Meet specific needs of the County; and 

e) Promote a sense of pride and community for its residents. 
[9J-5.006(3)(c)2,3,5,6]

END OF GOAL, OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES
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