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Dear Mr. Broaddus:

The Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI)1 appreciated the opportunity to provide feedback to the NRC staff on a 
potential rulemaking to address decommissioning transition issues at the October 16, 2014 public meeting.  
This letter is being provided to follow-up on our discussion in October. As stated during the public meeting, 
the industry believes that the NRC should undertake a rulemaking to capture the lessons learned from the 
decommissioning activities currently being undertaken at several power reactor sites. This rulemaking 
should focus on regulatory issues relevant to the transition from operating to decommissioned status.2  
These issues should include, at a minimum, emergency preparedness, security, and requirements governing 
certified fuel handler training.  

With respect to timing, the industry continues to believe that the NRC staff’s top, near-term priority should 
be processing the exemption and license amendment requests submitted by nuclear power plant licensees 
that are currently undergoing decommissioning. The rulemaking should commence as soon as can be 
accomplished without impacting the staff’s processing of licensee requests, and at a point when lessons 
learned from current decommissioning activities can reasonably inform the rulemaking.  

                                           
1 NEI is the organization responsible for establishing unified nuclear industry policy on matters affecting the nuclear energy 
industry, including the regulatory aspects of generic operational and technical issues. NEI’s members include all utilities 
licensed to operate commercial nuclear power plants in the United States, nuclear plant designers, major architect/engineering
firms, fuel fabrication facilities, materials licensees, and other organizations and individuals involved in the nuclear energy 
industry.
2 For example, this would include the transition from operating status to defueled status, through the placement 
of all used fuel in dry storage.  
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During the October 16 public meeting, there was also some discussion regarding whether several, more 
narrowly tailored rulemakings would be preferable to a single, integrated rulemaking. The industry 
continues to believe that a single, integrated rulemaking is preferable to several, issue-specific rulemakings.  
An integrated rulemaking would allow the agency to address the relevant issues concurrently in a 
comprehensive and coherent product, rather than engaging in a process of individual, serial rulemakings 
that could each take years to complete. In addition, an integrated rulemaking recognizes the fact that all of 
the transition issues are interrelated and ultimately tied to the reduced risk profile posed by a defueled 
facility. In sum, industry continues to believe that an integrated rulemaking that incorporates the lessons 
learned from the current decommissioning activities and addresses the major regulatory issues associated 
with the transition from operating to decommissioned status is the most effective way to achieve a 
predictable and transparent regulatory framework in this important area.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (202) 739-8106 or mar@nei.org.

Sincerely, 

Mark A. Richter

c: Mr. William Huffman, NRR/DORL/LPL4-2, NRC


