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Ms. Marissa Bailey, Director 
Division of Fuel Cycle Safety, Safeguards and 
Environmental Review 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
 
 
Subject: Submittal of NEI 14-14, “Regulatory Issue Resolution Protocol” for NRC Endorsement 
 
Project Number: 689 
 
Dear Ms. Bailey: 
 
On behalf of the nuclear industry, the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI)1 submits the attached new document, 
NEI 14-14, “Regulatory Issue Resolution Protocol”, Revision 0, dated December 2014 for NRC endorsement by 
return letter. Given our coordination on earlier draft versions of the protocol, we request NRC endorsement by 
year’s end.   

As you are aware, the fuel cycle industry initially expressed interest in developing a regulatory issue resolution 
protocol well before the “cumulative impact of regulations” initiative was launched and formalized. We did so 
based on a demonstrated need to develop a mutually-acceptable protocol to help identify, evaluate, and 
resolve selected generic regulatory issues impacting industry where a success path such as rulemaking is not 
readily apparent. This protocol is a fundamental tenet of our collective efforts to address the cumulative 
impact of regulation on the fuel cycle industry. It is also important to note that, as NEI 14-14 states, industry 
recognizes that the protocol does not in any way limit the NRC’s regulatory options should new information 
come to light that would change the safety or security significance or urgency of an issue; nor does it alleviate 
a licensee’s continued responsibility to demonstrate compliance with applicable regulatory requirements.  

 

                                            
1 The Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) is the organization responsible for establishing unified industry policy on matters affecting the nuclear 
energy industry, including the regulatory aspects of generic operational and technical issues.  NEI's members include all entities licensed to 
operate commercial nuclear power plants in the United States, nuclear plant designers, major architect/engineering firms, fuel cycle facilities, 
nuclear materials licensees, and other organizations and entities involved in the nuclear energy industry. 
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We appreciate NRC’s interest in and support for development of this protocol and valued your input on it, as 
discussed during quarterly public meetings during late 2013 and 2014. Your input has resulted in a more 
complete, clear and user-friendly document. As such, we believe the attached final version of the protocol 
reflects our mutually agreed-upon edits to the May 2014 version2 and trust that NRC will endorse it through a 
return letter issued to NEI by year’s end.  

We also acknowledge your leadership and the commitment of your staff to address the cumulative impact of 
regulation on the fuel cycle industry. For example, the publicly available integrated schedule of current 
regulatory initiatives impacting industry is informative and has proved to be a useful workload and resource 
management tool for us both. NRC’s willingness to adjust milestones and eliminate certain initiatives based in 
part on available resources and relative priorities has also proved beneficial. As such, we look forward to 
continued engagement with you and your staff on this matter.  

Should you or your staff have comments on the attached final protocol please do not hesitate to contact me 
as industry is eager to receive NRC endorsement on it and have it available for use in 2015 and beyond. We 
also recognize that once the protocol has been “road tested”, industry or NRC might identify necessary 
changes to it. As such, we welcome the opportunity for continuous improvement on this matter.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Janet R. Schlueter 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Mr. Matthew Bartlett, NMSS/FCSE/ECB, NRC 
 Mr. Anthony Gody, R-II/DFFI, NRC 

                                            
2 JSchlueter,NEI to MBailey,NRC letter dated May 29, 2014 regarding a DRAFT Regulatory Issue Resolution Protocol for discussion during the 
June 2014 NRC public meeting.  


