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November 25, 2014 

 
MEMORANDUM TO:  Anthony H. Hsia, Deputy Director 

Division of Spent Fuel Management, NMSS 
 
FROM:    John Vera, Project Manager        /RA/  

Spent Fuel Licensing Branch 
Division of Spent Fuel Management, NMSS 

 
SUBJECT:   SUMMARY OF OCTOBER 30, 2014, PRE-APPLICATION 

MEETING WITH AREVA TN FOR THE TN-RAM PACKAGE 
 
Background 
 
AREVA TN (TN) requested a meeting to discuss an upcoming amendment and renewal for 
Certificate of Compliance (CoC) No. 9233 for the TN-RAM transportation package.  The TN-
RAM is a steel encased lead shielded cask with wood impact limiters attached at both ends, 
used to transport dry irradiated and contaminated non-fuel-bearing solid materials contained 
within a secondary container.  AREVA TN wished to discuss increasing the Curie limit and 
increasing the heat load, as well as the implications of Regulatory Issue Summary  (RIS) 2013-
04, ”Content Specification and Shielding Evaluations for Type B Transportation Packages,” on 
the package renewal. 
 
The meeting was scheduled for October 30, 2014, and noticed on October 2, 2014 (ADAMS 
Accession No. ML14275A078).  The meeting attendance list is provided as Enclosure 1. 
     
Discussion 
 
TN gave a brief summary of the TN-RAM package, described as a stainless steel inner and 
outer shell with lead for shielding.  TN stated that the maximum weight is 80,000 lbs, and that it 
is designed for transport by truck.  TN currently operates a single TN-RAM package.  The 
current CoC expires April 30, 2015.  TN intends to submit an amendment request to increase 
the total activity of contents and the total heat load, with no changes to the package design or 
payload mass. 
 
TN discussed their plans to address the subjects of RIS 2013-04 by revising the CoC to specify 
limits in terms of Co-60 activity and energy equivalence.  TN will revise the content 
specifications to include additional information and provide updated shielding analyses with 
more updated codes MCNP5 and SCALE 6.0, as their original shielding analysis was done with 
outdated code XSDRN-PM.  NRC staff advised TN to be mindful of homogeneity of source 
assumptions, and that contents should be justified by analysis.  
 
TN also stated that they will submit updated thermal analyses using ANSYS, as well as revised 
drawings using computer aided drawing (CAD).  NRC staff reminded TN that no changes in the 
content of the drawings should be made without proper technical justification. 
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Staff made no regulatory commitments during the meeting. 
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