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The Honorable Jim Sasser
United States Senator
Washington, DC 20510-4201

Dear Senator Sasser:

I am responding to your letter of September 29, 1992, regarding
concerns of your constituent, Mr. William G. Cooper, about the
Nuclear Fuel Services, Inc. (NFS) facility near Erwin, Tennessee.

Mr. Cooper states that he has learned from an NFS employee that
since the NFS plant commenced operations in 1957, the facility
grounds have become "hot." It is true that some of the facility
grounds are contaminated with radioactive material. The
contaminated grounds include: (1) several onsite burial trenches
where material was disposed of in accordance with now defunct
regulations that were less restrictive than today's standards for
disposal; (2) other areas of surface soil contamination; and (3)
three inactive settling ponds. However, the contaminated areas
are controlled by NFS such that they do not pose a hazard to the
public or workers. Also, the ground water around the site is
being monitored to ensure that contamination does not migrate to
areas where it would pose a hazard. NFS is already performing
some decontamination, and will eventually be required to
decontaminate the entire site at the end of plant life.

Mr. Cooperalso expressed concerns about the handling of Russian
uranium at NFS and the cancer rate in that part of Erwin nearest
the plant. At this time, it is not certain that NFS will receive
and process Russian uranium. However, NFS submitted to NRC
information concerning the possible processing of Russian
uranium. NRC will review that information. Further, NRC will
not permit the proposed operations to proceed if we conclude they
would pose an undue risk to the public or the environment.

With regard to the cancer rate in Erwin, releases from the plant
are limited to very low levels by NRC regulatory requirements
that are based on scientific data; the low release levels do not
pose an undue risk to public health and safety. We are not aware
of any information or data that establishes a connection between
NFS activities and the cancer rate in Erwin. In this connection,
when NRC renewed the NFS license in 1992, we issued an associated
environmental assessment. In the assessment, the total-body
radiation dose from liquid and gaseous effluents was calculated
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to be 2.3 millirems per year for the maximally exposed individual
living near the NFS plant. This is well below the regulatory
limit of 25 millirems per year. This dose can also be compared
to the natural background radiation dose in Tennessee which is
estimated by the Environmental Protection Agency to be
140 millirems per year.

I trust that this reply responds to Mr. Cooper's concerns.

Sincerely, Original Signed By%

James M. TayjaS Waylor
Executive Director

for Operations
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