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Suggested preamble to San Clemente city resolution ... 

Here's a suggested preamble to San Clemente's resolution about the nuclear waste, and some comments. 

Our forefathers made a mistake accepting the production of this waste within our community. 

Nuclear power was and will forever remain a forbidden fruit, because the so-called by-products in the 
"production" of electricity are, in fact, the real products of the process, with electricity being just a fleeting 
byproduct (easily achieved many other ways). We want offshore wind farms. We want clean energy. 

The fact that nuclear waste is the product of nuclear fission -- not "just" a by-product-- is a very important 
point. We're stuck with the waste. And we want to warn others who are making such waste that they should 
stop now -- don't wait -- the sooner you stop making waste, the less waste you'll have to deal with in the future. 
And to anyone contemplating this technology: Don't do it. 

Nuclear waste has nowhere to go. Don't believe us? After 30 years and 15 billion dollars, the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission approved Yucca Mountain as safe for the next million years. That's a big claim. They 
claim the waste will be safe at San Onofre for hundreds of years. That's a big claim too. 

The last big thing the NRC approved for San Clemente was San Onofre's replacement steam generators which 
were supposed to last 60 years or longer, but which only lasted 11 months and then nearly wiped out southern 
California when they failed! An investigation by the Office of the Inspector General found numerous procedural 
flaws in the NRC's methodology --flaws which can be applied throughout the commission, to every decision 
they make. The NRC is the ultimate lap-dog agency. Every time anyone within the NRC even thinks about 
throwing in the towel on nuclear power, they are drummed out of the industry forever. 

Were the NRC to ever decide to shut down civilian nuclear power-- AS THEY SHOULD --the U. S. Nuclear 
Navy would remind the NRC that the USN uses nuclear power for ships and submarines, and where will their 
reactor control room operators work after their stint in the navy is through if there are no more "civilian" power 
reactors? 

And the U.S. Air Force has its atomic bombs-- where would they get material for those bombs if not for 
commercial reactors producing copious quantities of plutonium "just in case" World War Ill breaks out and it 
last more than 90 minutes before we're all smoke and ruins? 

"With that in mind, we resolve that: ... " 

After that, San Clemente can continue to beg someone to take the nuclear waste for them. Until then, at least 
San Clemente can be happy that SCE/CPUC plan to spread out the costs for future generations to pay for the 
upkeep, replacement shielding, catastrophic loss of life and property (values) -- and all other additional 
expenses that might be incurred -- among communities far away from San Clemente. But if even a tiny 
fraction of the waste got out, it would destroy San Clemente first. And the Price-Andersen insurance will limit 
pay-outs long before even San Clemente's destruction can be covered. A fraction of a single fuel pellet the 
size of an adult human pinky bone can render San Clemente uninhabitable if its contents ignite and burn. 
There are millions and millions of fuel pellets, each the size of one adult human pinky bone, being stored at 
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San Onofre. And, if one burns, probably at least all those in that dry canister will also burn, possibly igniting 
other cani sters . 

Each pellet will be deadly for far more than a million years, although for the next few decades, and for the first 
few centuries, the used fuel is especially dangerous because it includes a lot of relatively short-lived fission 
products (with half-lives in the 30 year range). 

Ace Hoffman 
Carlsbad, CA 

Notes on what might make a better dry cask: 

Thick layers of copper (used in other countries for additional shielding for long-term waste storage, but long
term applicability to its use here has not been confirmed). 
Thick layers of gold (probably the 2nd best protection for all the other layers, after iridium (but not enough 
iridium exists on the planet (nor does enough gold)). 
Less fuel assemblies per dry cask (this reduces the risk and potential size of a criticality event). 
Gold plating on the outside (protects from insects and many other things). 
Alternately-magnetized layers of steel-- thousands of them (stops many substances from creeping through the 
material). 
Canister integrity monitoring (to ensure cracks are not developing). 
If a monolith is used, fewer casks per monolith (so that the monolith can move more easily as one object in an 
earthquake). 
High stone pyramids (to protect the area from missiles and jet airplane impacts). 
After closure of all power reactors, military reactors, and research reactors (they can put one on Mars if they 
want) -- and ONLY after that time: Reprocessing that removes the zirconium and fission products from the 
plutonium and uranium, and then stores everything in a safer way. 

And lastly: 

A global agreement on what that best way to solve the nuclear waste dilemma. Right now there are a dozen or 
so different "best" storage solutions for nuclear waste used around the world. None are adequate. There is no 
safe place to store the waste, no safe way to transport it, no safe way to reprocess it, and absolutely no reason 
to make more of it. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Quotes collected by Ace Hoffman: 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

"Nuclear war must be the most carefully avoided topic of general significance in the contemporary world. 
People are not curious about the details."-- Paul Brians (author; quote is from: Nuclear Holocausts: Atomic 
War in Fiction) 

?When fascism comes to America, it will come wrapped in the flag and carrying a cross.? -- Sinclair Lewis (first 
American Nobel Prize winner in Literature, 2. 7.1885 - 1.10.1951) 

"There is no such thing as a pro-nuclear environmentalist."-- Sen. Tom Harkin (0-lowa, 1992) 
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"Know thy self, know thy enemy. A thousand battles, a thousand victories." --Sun Tzu (Chinese general b.500 
BC) 

?Stupidity is the same as evil if you judge by the results.?-- Margaret Atwood (Canadian 
poet/novelest/environmentalist/etc.) 

"The most intolerable reactor of all may be one which comes successfully to the end of its planned life having 
produced mountains of radioactive waste for which there is no disposal safe from earthquake damage or 
sabotage."-- A. Stanley Thompson (a pioneer nuclear physicist who later realized the whole situation) 

"Any dose is an overdose."-- Dr. John W. Gofman (another pioneer nuclear physicist who saw the light 
(9.21.1918 - 8.15.2007)) 

"Choose your leaders with wisdom and forethought. To be led by a coward is to be controlled by all that the 
coward fears. To be led by a fool is to be led by the opportunists who control the fool. To be led by a thief is to 
offer up your most precious treasures to be stolen. To be led by a liar is to ask to be lied to. To be led by a 
tyrant is to sell yourself and those you love into slavery."-- Octavia Butler (science fiction writer, 7.22.1947-
2.24.2006) 

"If you want real welfare reform, you focus on a good education, good health care, and a good job. 

If you want to reduce poverty, you focus on a good education, good healthcare, and a good job. 

If you want a stable middle class, you focus on a good education, good health care, and a good job. 

If you want to have citizens who can participate in democracy, you focus on a good education, good health 
care, and a good job. 

And if you want to end the violence, you could build a million new prisons and you could fill them up, but you 
never end this cycle of violence unless you invest in the health and the skill and the intellect and the character 
of our children. You focus on a good education, good health care and a good job. 

And other than that, I don't feel strongly about anything." 

--Paul Well stone (US Senator, D-Minnesota, 7.21.1944- 1 0.25.2002) 

"There are no warlike peoples- just warlike leaders."-- Ralph Bunche (8.7.1903 -12.9.1971) 

In the execution room, Troy [Davis] used his last words to proclaim his innocence one final time. He then made 
a call for his movement -- all of our movement --to bring about [an] end of the death penalty for good. And 
then, in his final breath, he asked God?s mercy upon those about to kill him. 

"Resistance to tyrants is obedience to God."-- Thomas Jefferson 

"Officials from the San Onofre nuclear reactor said the warning siren that went off yesterday was just a 
malfunction and no one should worry. Hey, I worry, if they can't even get the siren to work right, what the hell 
are they doing with the reactor??" Jay Lena 1/20/10 

"Please send this to everyone you know!"-- Ace Hoffman (original collector of the above quotes) 

This email was sent by: 

Ace Hoffman 
Author, The Code Killers: 
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An Expose of the Nuclear Industry 
Free download: acehoffman.org 
Slog: acehoffman.blogspot.com 
YouTube: youtube.com/user/AceHoffman 
phone: (800) 551-2726; (760) 720-7261 
address: PO Box 1936, Carlsbad, CA 92018 Subscribe to my free newsletter today! 
Email: ace \at\ acehoffman.org 
To unsubscribe: 
Send "Unsubscribe" in subject line. 

4 


