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Re: Freedom of Infonnation Act Request 

I am making this request under the Freedom Of Infonnation Act (''FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552. 
Please provide me with any records related to the Office of Management and Budget ("OMB") 
Memorandum, "Implementation ofthe Government Charge Card Abuse Prevention Act of2012" 
(M-13 -21) 1 as described herein: 

1, The Charge Card Management Plans from each executive agency required to be 
submitted to the OMB by January 31,2014. 

2. The semi-annual Joint Purchase and Integrated Card Violation Reports from each 
executive agency required to be submitted to the OMB by January 31, 2014. 

3. The semi-annual Joint Purchase and Integrated Card Violation Reports and related 
documents providing summary descriptions of confirmed violations involving misuse of 
a purchase card or integrated card. 

3. The semi-annual Joint Purchase and Integrated Card Violation Reports and related 
documents providing descriptions of all adverse personnel actions, punishments, or other 
actions taken in response to each reportable violation involving misuse of a purchase or 
integrated card. 

I request a waiver of all costs associated with fulfilling this submission pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii). Disclosure of the requested records will further the "public interest because it 
is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the 
govemment and is not primarily in the commercial interest" of POGO. Specifically, POGO 
intends to use the requested record to infonn the public about the implementation and efficiency 
of the current policies and procedures in place to reduce the risk of fraud and inappropriate 
charge card practices. 

This letter provides a detailed account of POGO's planned use of the requested infonnation and 
responds to agency fee waiver criteria. I have included this F01A Fee Waiver Supplement to 
provide a detailed account of POGO's planned use of the requested infonnation and to fully 
respond to the fee waiver criteria. 

1 Silvia Burwell, Memorandum for the Heads of E;tecuttve Deparrrnems and Agencies, M-1 3-21, available ~t 
http://www. whitehouse.govisltes/default/flles/omb/memorauda/20 13/m-13,2l.pdt: 
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1. The subject of the request: Whether the subject of the requested records concerns "the 
operations or activities of the government." 

POGO is focused on increasing the public understanding of the OMB's policies and procedures 
currently being utilized to prevent waste, fraud, and abuse of Government-wide charge catd 
programs. ,, 

The requested infonnation, as described in the OMB' s Memorandum, "Implementation of the 
Goverrunent Charge Card Abuse Prevention Act of20l2," will highlight the corrective measures 
taken to reduce instances of fraud and inappropriate charge card practices. 

2. The informative value of tbe information to be disclosed: Whether the disclosure is 
"likely to contribute" to an understanding of government operations or activities. 

POGO provides a valuable public service by taking an independent look at how the government 
spends taxpayer dollars and what can be done to make the system more effective, efficient, 
accountable, and honest. POGO will likely release a publication analyzing key conclusions of the 
Joint Purchase and Integrated Card Violation Reports, including efforts made by each agency to 
reduce fraud, waste, and abuse involving charge card programs. All POGO publications include 
government reports, docwnents, and other resources to allow the public to better understand how 
the federal government operates. 

POGO has established a niche in informing the general public, either through its own 
publications and web site or through media outlets, about the issue of government accountability. 
POGO has issued reports and offered public comments on this issue, frequently urging Congress 
and various agencies to embrace efficient and effective programs. 

3. The contribution to an understanding by the general public of the subject likely to result 
from the disclosure, taking into account your ability and intent to disseminate the 
information to the public in a form that can further understanding of the subject matter. 

POGO investigates, exposes, and seeks to remedy systemic abuses of power, mismanagementl 
and subservience by the federal government to powerful special interests. Founded in 1981, 
POGO is a politically independent, nonprofit watchdog that promotes a goveroment that is 
accountable to the citizenry. POGO disseminates information about its activities to thousands of 
concerned citizens, policymakers, and the media via email, direct mail, and its web site 
bttp:/(www.pogo.or,g, the organization's primary vehicle for disseminating information to 
concerned citizens and other targeted constituencies. The site receives approximately one million 
hits and 100,000 unique visitors monthly. In addition, the "POGO Blog" has developed its owp 
readership, averaging roughly 20,000 visitors monthly, allowing us to reach new readers in tl)e 
blogosphere. The Joint Purchase and Integrated Card Violation Reports will be used for the 
following activities: publication by email, on our website, in reports, and newsletters issued by 
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POGO and disseminated to POGO supporters, the public, the media, nonprofit organizations, 
Congress, Executive Branch officials, and other policymakers. 

4. The significance of the contribution to public understanding: Whether the disclosure is 
likely to contribute "significantly" to public understanding of government operations or 
activities. 

POGO concludes that the investigation documents will be of interest to the general public. The 
records will allow us to inform the public about current policies and procedures used to reduce 
instances of fraud and inappropriate charge card practices. The public deserves to know how 
cases are handled internally and what actions are being taken to prevent charge card violations. 

5. Describe any commercial or private interest the requester or any other party has in the 
agency records sought. 

POGO does not charge for access to its web site, reports, newsletters, or other publications. 
Additionally, POGO does not have a financial or commercial interest in the report sought by the 
attached FOIA request. 

If this request is denied in full or in part, please cite the exemptions pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 
552(b) that justify the denial. If an exemption applies, however, please consider exercisi1lg t):l.e 

agency,s discretionary release powers to disclose the records. Additionally, please release aU 
reasonably segregable portions of the records that do not meet an exemption. 

I look forward to your response within 20 days of the receipt of this request, unless, in the case 
of ''unusual circumstances,'' the time limitation is "extended by written notice. '1 I am aware that 
I have a right to appeal if this request is wholly or partially denied or if the agency fails to 
respond within 20 days, and that, if successful, a federal district court may assess "reasonable 
attorney fees and other litigation costs/' 5 u.s.c. § 552(a)(4)(E). 

Please contact me if this request requires further clarification, Thank you for your prompt 
attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~"*·~ 
Scott H. Arney 
General Counsel 
Project On Government Oversight (POGO) 
1100 G Street, NW, Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20005 
scott@pogo.org 
202-347-1122 


