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Date: September 24, 2014 
 
Time: 1:15 pm CDT 
 
Location: Projects 13 Wide Small Conference Room 
 
Attendees:  
 
Jean Trefethen, Environmental Project Manager, NRC 
Erin Hudson, Archaeologist Consultant, NRC 
Mike Bergervoet, Tribal Historical Preservation Officer, PIIC 
Ryan Grohnke, Project Manager, Westwood 
Amanda Gronhovd, Principal Investigator, 10,000 Lakes Archaeology 
Chris Powers, Haugo Geo-Technical Services 
Scott Marty, Director, NSPM 
Tim Morrison, Project Manager, NSPM 
Gene Eckholt, Projects Licensing Manager, NSPM 
Mike Staley, Project Engineer, NSPM 
Sam Chesnutt, Project Licensing, NSPM 
 
Topic: Archaeological Survey of the Proposed Expansion and Associated Infrastructure at the 
Prairie Island ISFSI  
 
Discussion 
The archaeological survey involved hand excavating designated survey locations to a depth of 
six feet, and then obtaining core bores in a subset of these locations to a depth of 15 feet.  All 
excavated material was examined for the presence of archaeological artifacts or paleosol soils. 
 
The survey was completed over two days, September 23 and 24, as follows: 

• On September 23, excavations and examinations were completed at all survey locations 
within the ISFSI Protected Area.  Survey locations represent the area being considered 
for an additional concrete pad that could be added during a future expansion project. 

• On September 24, excavations and examinations were completed at all remaining 
survey locations.  These locations represent a potential turning area and new cask 
transporter storage facility. 

• No items of interest were found, except for two bolts which were not considered to be of 
interest. 

• Removed material was replaced except for selected samples for geo-technical 
evaluations. 

• The survey team and observers were processed in accordance with PINGP security and 
radiation protection program requirements. 

• The NRC expressed that all expectations were met. 
 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act  
Section 106 surveys are associated with new federal actions and are requested by the lead 
federal agency, which in this case is the NRC.  Since NSPM has not yet submitted an 
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application for the ISFSI expansion, the NRC cannot request a Section 106 survey for the 
expansion.  To support a future expansion request and, to avoid the need to re-perform this 
survey at that time, Westwood agreed to follow the Section 106 process in anticipation of this 
likely future action.  The review process would involve providing the report to the PIIC Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer and the State Historic Preservation Officer for a 30-day comment 
period.   
 
Questions 

• There are no questions that require follow-up actions. 
 
References: 

1. Archaeological Survey of the Proposed Expansion of the Independent Spent Fuel 
Storage Installation and Associated Infrastructure at the Prairie Island Nuclear 
Generating Plant, Goodhue County, Minnesota 
 

Actions:  
 

• Westwood will provide a draft report to NSPM. 

• After review and incorporation of comments, Westwood will provide the draft report on 
behalf of NSPM to the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer and the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, for a 30-day comment period. 

• NSPM will provide an informal copy of the draft report to the NRC. 

• After all comments are addressed, Westwood will provide a final report and 
THPO/SHPO comments to NSPM. 

• NSPM will formally transmit a copy of the project report to the NRC.  The goal is to 
provide this report in advance of the writing session for the final Environmental 
Assessment which is scheduled for the week of November 10. 

 
 
_____________ 
Revised 10-1-2014 to delete erroneous statement that the license renewal would not be subject 
to Section 106, based on discussions with Jean Trefethen. 
 
 
 
 


