
Eric S. Mead, CIH, CHMM 
US-EPA, MED-Duluth 
6201 Congdon Blvd. 
Duluth, MN 55804 

Dear Mr. Mead: 

UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

REGION Ill 
2443 WARRENVILLE ROAD, SUITE 210 

LISLE, ILLINOIS 60532-4352 

SEP 2 6 2014 

Enclosed is Amendment No. 16 renewing your NRC Material License No. 22-13390-01 in 
accordance with your request. 

Your license has been issued for a ten-year term and will not expire until September 30, 2024. 

As a result of the deletion of some of the previous radioactive materials authorized by this 
license, the authorizations in Subitem Nos. 6 through 9 have been re-ordered. Dr. Villeneuve 
has been added as an authorized user and Alex Hoffman has been deleted because the only 
material s/he was authorized for is generally licensed, per your letter to us dated September 
18, 2014. 

This also refers to the telephone conversation between you and me on September 26, 2014, 
concerning matters raised in my letter to you dated September 5, 2014, and your letter to us 
dated September 18, 2014. In the telephone conversation you stated that NSSI has yet to 
provide you with acknowledgment of receipt for the disposal of a tritium foil source disposed of 
in 1998. Therefore, we have retained authorization for this material under Sub item No. 6 
through 9E but have changed its purpose to "storage only pending disposal. " 

When you transmit that information to us to remove it from your license, please address it to my 
attention at the address above as "additional information to control number 583560. " We will 
then continue our review. 

As your nickel-63 sealed sources have now been confirmed to be possessed under a general 
license, we have deleted them from this, your specific license. 

In our telephone conversation, we also clarified what you meant by characterizing a solid waste 
storage area as "less than .... 0.05 uCilg." I expressed concern that you meant this waste was 
included under1 0 CF:R 20.2005, which it is not. You acknowledged that you understood this 
and that the wastes stored here are disposed of as radioactive material through an 
appropriately licensed party. You acknowledged understanding the restrictions in 10 CFR 
20.2005. This issue turned out to be a semantical misunderstanding that is now considered 
resolved. 

Although we did not discuss it during the September 26, 2014, call, because I did not notice it 
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until later that day, your response to Item 4 ii1 your letter dated September 18, 2014, mentions 
disposal of the one tritium foil source and a nickel-63 sealed source. Your letter states that "At 
the time of preparing this response the disposal facility has not yet provided documentation of 
acceptance of either of the sealed sources. This information wHI be forwarded to the NRC as 
soon as it is received by the licensee." 

I rechecked my letter to you dated September 5, 2014, and your application dated March 27, 
2014, and did not see reference made to a sealed source containing nickel-63 that you 
disposed of. 

Please explain what is being referred to here and whether this has any kind of impact on the 
specific license. Was this source generally licensed and if so, why wasn't it returned to the 
vendor for final disposal instead of to NSSI? Please contact me at 630-829-9841 to discuss 
this also, so we have a clearer understanding of this matter. 

Please review the enclosed document carefully and be sure that you understand all conditions. 
If there are any errors or questions, please notify the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
Region Ill office at (630) 829-9887 so that we can provide appropriate corrections and 
answers. 

If you have any questions or require clarification on any of the information stated above, 
please contact me directly at (630) 829-9841. My fax number is (630) 515-1078. My email address is 
colleen.casey@nrc.gov. 

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter will 
be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from 
the NRC's Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS), 
accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 

You will be periodically inspected by NRC. Failure to conduct your program in accordance 
with NRC regulations, license conditions, and representations made in your license application 
and supplemental correspondence with NRC will result in enforcement action against you. 

This could include issuance of a notice of violation, or imposition of a civil penalty, or an order 
suspending, modifying or revoking your license as specified in the General Statement of Policy 
and Procedure for NRC Enforcement Actions. 

Since serious consequences to employees and the public can result from failure to comply with 
NRC requirements, prompt and vigorous enforcement action will be taken when dealing with 
licensees who do not achieve the necessary meticulous attention to detail and the high 
standard of compliance which NRC expects of its licensees. 

The NRC's Safety Culture Policy Statement became effective in June 2011. While a policy 
statement and not a regulation, it sets forth the agency's expectations for individuals and 
organizations to establish and maintain a positive safety culture. 
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You can access the policy statement and supporting material that may benefit your 
organization on NRC's safety culture Web site at 
http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/regulatory/enforcement/safety-culture.html. 

We strongly encourage you to review this material and adapt it to your particular needs in 
order to develop and maintain a positive safety culture as you engage in NRC-regulated 
activities. 

License No. 22-13390-01 
Docket No. 030-05046 

Enclosure: Amendment No. 16 

Sincerely, 

Colleen Carol Casey 
Materials Licensing Branch 


