UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

October 10, 2014

Mr. Ralph Hill

Vice President

Nuclear Codes and Standards
ASME

Three Park Avenue

New York, NY 10016-5990

Dear Mr. Hill:

| am responding to your correspondence to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
dated July 21, 2014, found under Accession No. ML14204A081 in the NRC’s Agencywide
Documents Access and Management System. In your correspondence, you requested that the
NRC make various amendments to 14 NRC regulatory guides; NUREG-0800, “Standard
Review Plan for the Review of Safety Analysis Reports for Nuclear Power Plants: LWR [light
water reactor] Edition”; and the regulations in § 50.55a of Title 10 of the Code of Federal
Regulations (10 CFR), “Codes and Standards,” to incorporate by reference the American
Society of Mechanical Engineer Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, Section lll, Division 2, Code
for Concrete Containments.

Under 10 CFR 2.802, “Petition for rulemaking,” any interested person may petition the
Commission to issue, amend, or rescind any regulation. This does not encompass agency
guidance documents such as NRC regulatory guides and the standard review plan, which do
not amount to agency rules. Such documents are periodically reviewed and updated internally
by NRC staff. Your proposed amendments to these documents will be forwarded to the staff
responsible for reviewing and updating these guidance documents. With respect to your
request to amend 10 CFR 50.55a, to be accepted and considered by the NRC, a petition for
rulemaking (PRM) must meet the criteria in 10 CFR 2.802. The NRC has carefully reviewed
your request and has concluded that the information you provided does not meet the
Commission’s criteria for a PRM under 10 CFR 2.802(c).

Section 2.802(c)(1) provides that a PRM must “[s]et forth a general solution to the problem or
the substance or text of any proposed regulation or amendment, or specify the regulation which
is to be revoked or amended[.]” Section 2.802(c)(3) further states that a PRM must “set forth
the specific issues involved, the petitioner’s views or arguments with respect to those issues,
relevant technical, scientific, or other data involved, which is reasonably available to the
petitioner, and other such pertinent information the petitioner deems necessary to support the
action sought.” You request that the NRC amend 10 CFR 50.55a by incorporating by reference
the latest Code Edition and Addenda for the design, fabrication, construction, and testing of
pre-stressed and reinforced concrete containments. You state that this action would benefit the
nuclear power industry and improve the health and safety of the public. However, your request
did not provide a discussion of the specific technical (safety) or regulatory problem this
proposed amendment to NRC regulations would address. Your letter did not state why the
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NRC'’s current regulations are insufficient to adequately address that problem, other than a
general assertion that incorporation by reference of this new Code would benefit the nuclear
industry and improve public health and safety.

For the NRC to consider your request to amend 10 CFR 50.55a, you must supplement your
correspondence of July 21, 2014, to meet the minimum requirements for a PRM. This
information must be received by the NRC within 90 days of the date of this letter, or your
request will be considered closed.

The regulations pertaining to the NRC’s petition process may be found online at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/cfr.

If you have any questions, please contact Cindy Bladey, Chief; Rules, Announcements, and
Directives Branch, by phone at 301-287-0949 or (toll-free) at 1-800-368-5642. Cindy Bladey
can also be reached by e-mail at Cindy.Bladey@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Mark A. Satorius
Executive Director
for Operations
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