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Dear Nuclear Regulatory Commission: 

As part of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's process of integrating lessons learned from Fukushima, NRC staff issued 
an analysis of expedited transfer of spent fuel in November 2013. This analysis contained new and significant information 
that should be integrated into the NRC's regulations regarding environmental impacts of spent fuel storage during reactor 
operation as well as reactor licensing and relicensing regulations. On February 18, Friends of the Earth's legal counsel 
Diane Curran submitted a petition to this effect, and I am asking that you support this petition by publishing it in the federal 
register. 

As acknowledged in your 2003 article, "Reducing the Hazards from Stored Spent Power-Reactor Fuel in the United 
States," the density of U.S. spent fuel pools creates an unnecessary risk of catastrophic radiation releases due to spent 
fuel pool fires. This article supports the NRC staff's November 2013 conclusion that the consequences of a spent fuel pool 
fire would devastate large areas. I wholeheartedly support your article's recommendation that "all spent fuel be transferred 
from wet to dry storage within five years of discharge." 

Keeping in mind the consequences of a spent fuel pool fire as revealed in the NRC staff's November 2013 analysis, the 
increased safety of storing spent nuclear fuel in dry casks and the NRC's mission to protect people and the environment it 
is clear that the NRC must require the transfer of spent nuclear fuel to dry cask storage. While it may be costly to create 
new dry cask storage infrastructure at reactor sites, it will be far less costly than remediating a spent fuel pool fire. A spent 
fuel pool fire may be unlikely but it is far from impossible. The tragedy at Fukushima should have taught the world not to 
conflate unlikely with impossible. 

On this third anniversary of the triple meltdown at Fukushima, please shepherd the "lessons learned" process responsibly 
by integrating new and significant information into the NRC's spent fuel storage and reactor licensing rules. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

Caleb Laieski 
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