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July 16, 2014

Attention: Document Control Desk
Director, Office of Federal and State Materials and Environmental Management Programs
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Re: Strata Energy, Inc., Ross In Situ Recovery Project

Source Materials License SUA-1601, Docket No. 040-09091
Request for Clarification of NUREG-1910, Supplement 5

Dear Director:

In February 2014 NRC published NUREG-1910, Supplement 5, Environmental Impact Statement for the
Ross ISR Project in Crook County, Wyoming (SEIS). Since that time Strata Energy, Inc. (Strata) has been
reviewing the SEIS and working on programs and procedures to implement the. requirements contained

in the document. In the course of that review Strata has identified the following inconsistencies that

require clarification:

Use of Wildlife Escape Ramps in Surface Impoundments

The SEIS states in Section 4.6.1.2 on page 4-60 that "i.. wildlife escape ramps would be installed in each

surface impoundment." This appears to be a new requirement that was not proposed by Strata in the

License Application and was not included in the draft SEIS that was published in March 2013.

NRC received several. comments on the draft SEIS suggesting the use of wildlife escape ramps for the

surface impoundments. In the response to these comments contained on page B-122 NRC states:

"The Applicant has committed to fencing the surface impoundments and using netting to deter

birds from landing on the impoundment surfaces, which would reduce the likelihood of wildlife's
accessing the impoundments. The Applicant has also committed to working with the WGFD on
the fencing design. The NRC staff agrees that additional mitigation measures could be warranted

should the proposed mitigation measures be shown to be insufficient after surface-impoundment
construction and operation begins. No changes were made to the SEIS beyond the information

provided in this response."

This response indicates that-NRC staff was satisfied that the mitigation measures proposed by Strata
would exclude wildlife from the surface impoundments and was not revising the SEIS to require the use
of wildlife escape ramps unless "the proposed mitigation measures were shown to be insufficient".

Strata requests that NRC clarify whether the use of wildlife escape ramps is required at the Ross project.



Vegetation and Food Sampling

The SEIS states in Section 6.2.3 that vegetation and food sampling is not required because the License
Application demonstrated that a significant pathway to humans does not exist from these sources.
However, the SEIS requires that Strata "verifying the input values used in the MILDOS-Area calculations

by monitoring liquid-effluent discharges". All liquid effluent discharges from the Ross project will be sent
to a Class I UIC deep disposal well and will not result in a pathway to humans.

The draft SEIS stated that NRC staff would include "a license condition for the Applicant to establish a

plan for verifying the input values used in the MILDOS-Area calculations by monitoring the effluent

discharges". This language would require an update using all effluent discharge values including air
discharges.

Strata requests that NRC clarify the requirement for confirming that a significant pathway to humans
from vegetation and food does not exist at the Ross project.

Please contact me if you haveany questions regarding this request. You can reach me at (307) 686-4066
or mgriffin@stratawvo.com.

Sincerely,
Strata Enery, In .

Michael Griffi
Vice President f Perm tting, Regulatory and Environmental Compliance

Cc: Deputy Director, Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery Licensing Directorate
Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection
Office of Federal and State Materials and Environmental Management Programs
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop T-8F5, 11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852-2738.


