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Mary Ann Thomas 
Valley News Dispatch 
210 Fourth Ave. 
Tarentum, P A 15084 

Executive Director for Operations 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail stop T-5F09 (FOIA Office) 
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 

Pursuant to the federal Freedom oflnformation Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 ("FOIA"), I request access 
to and copies of information regarding the cleanup and the shutdown of the nuclear waste dump 
known as the Shallow Land Disposal Area (SLDA) in Parks Township, Armstrong County, 
Pennsylvania, which is owned by Babcock & Wilcox. 

Details of requested documents are listed below. 

Please provide expedited processing of this request. The cleanup, a near-criticality at the SLDA 
and the discovery of Category 1 materials pose a threat to life and property to the people who 
live in the village ofKiskimere, which is within feet ofthe SLDA and a business park, which is 
adjacent to the nuclear dump. Additionally, the agencies involved in the cleanup- Army Corps 
of Engineers, NRC, DOE and others- are making plans to start-up the cleanup again and the 
public needs to know the safety issues thoroughly as soon as possible. 

Requested documents: 

1. All internal NRC memos since August of 2011 regarding the contents of the SLDA and 
discovery of special nuclear materials and other materials at the SLDA including, but not 
limited to Special Nuclear Materials, Category 1 materials, U-235, U-233, nuclear fuel, 
and munitions. 

2. All internal NRC memos on criticality events and chance of criticality at the SLDA since 
August of2011. 

3. Any and all reports from Oakridge laboratories concerning the SLDA since August of 
2011. 

4. Internal NRC documents on Babcock & Wilcox involvement at the SLDA Cleanup 
including potential financial obligations. 

5. Internal documents on U-235 at the SLDA in the 1960s under the Atomic Energy 
Commission. The SLDA was dug up in the 1960s because the AEC was looking for 
missing highly enriched U-235. 

210 Fourth Ave., Tarentum PA 15084 (724) 226-4662 ·FAX (724) 226-4677 



6. Any internal NRC documents, since Aug. 2011, on the safety ofthe SLDA and the 
prospect of leaving the contents of the SLDA on site. 

As a journalist, I am primarily engaged in disseminating information. As I am making this 
request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, please communicate with me by 
email, rather than mail, if you have questions: mthomas@tribweb.com or 724.226.4691. 

As a representative of the news media, I am only required to pay for the direct cost of duplication 
after the first 1 00 pages. 

This information is being sought on behalf of the Valley News Dispatch for dissemination to the 
general public, and not for commercial use. 

Please waive any applicable fees. Release of this information is in the public interest because it 
will contribute significantly to public understanding of the dangers posed at the SLDA. 

If my request for a fee waiver is denied, I agree to pay reasonable duplication fees for the 
processing of this request. If you anticipate the fee will exceed $25.00, please contact me in 
advance of incurring the charges. 

I look forward to receiving your determination regarding my request for expedited processing 
within 10 calendar days, as well as your reply to my overall request within 20 days, as the statute 
requires. If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference 
to specific exemptions of the act. I also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise 
exempt material. I reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information, or deny 
a fee benefit, fee waiver or expedited processing. Thank you for your assistance. 

Expedited Review 

Pursuant to NRC FOIA regulations (1 0 CFR § 9.11 et seq.), "compelling need" for purposes of 
granting expedited review requests is met when a request is "made by a person primarily 
engaged in disseminating information" such as myself and the nature of the request demonstrates 
that there is an "urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
Activity." 10 CFR § 9.25(e)(ii). 

My request involves a clear and exigent need to inform the public about the activities of 
government and delay in processing will furthermore result in significant public harm and a 
tremendous loss in the newsworthiness of the information requested. I therefore meet the 
"compelling need" standard set forth in law. 

First there is a clear need for the public to have access to this information now. In 
August/September of 2011 "complex" nuclear materials were discovered at a nuclear waste site 
known as the "Shallow Land Disposal Area" (SLDA) located in Parks Township. Armstrong 
County, PA. 



This waste site was initially characterized as a low-level waste site that posed little risk to the 
people who live next door in the village of Kiskimere and workers as the Parks Bend industrial 
park. But that might not be the case with the recent discovery of"complex" nuclear materials. 
Residents want to know if they are at greater risk of contamination to their community and the 
potential economic impacts ofthe discovery. 

Government officials have declined to comment to any media outlet or resident group on 
specifics of the recently found nuclear materials, while residents, potential residents, business 
owners, and workers need to make decisions regarding their safety and their investment in their 
properties. Additionally, because of the lack of information, residents and businesses are given 
little chance to advocate for their interests as stake holders. 

The discovery of"complex" nuclear materials has halted the cleanup, caused the lead agency, the 
Army Corps of 'Engineers to bring in added security and reevaluate the project and revise 
cleanup estimates. Impacted residents are concerned about their safety, the viability of the 
cleanup and their long-term- economic prospects. Local people have immediate health and safety 
concerns, as well as economic concerns as their land values continue to decline. Residents and 
business owners need to make critical and immediate decisions on whether they wish to continue 
living and working in the impacted area. Without access to the information that is the subject of 
my request, the public cannot adequately assess the magnitude of the dangers posed, nor 
advocate for their best interests. 
(ATTACHED are several newspaper articles with residents comments and concerns.) 

Furthermore, the public has a right to be fully informed of how the government plans to proceed 
with remediation of the SLDA given the discovery of the Category 1 materials. Remediation 
plans are being discussed and reviewed currently without public hearings. Immediate release of 
specific information about the "complex" materials at the SLDA would give the public a chance 
to explore their options and advocate for their best interests. 

The public will be prejudiced in any such proceedings as long as they are kept in the dark as to 
the true nature of what has been discovered and the extent of cooperation among the government 
agencies overseeing the cleanup. If expedited processing is not granted decisions will be made 
without the benefit of such information, harming significant community interests and 
eviscerating the potential newsworthiness of the information requested. 

The disclosure ofthe information will shed light on government operations and decision-making 
and provide a direct opportunity to exercise public oversight over government action that impact 
citizens' health and economic well-being. It will also provide the opportunity for the public to 
assess whether the government is proceeding with the cleanup in the most economical fashion 
considering the scale of the threat posed. 

The information in my FOIA request will provide a much-needed interpretation by NRC officials 
on the "complex" nuclear materials found and what it could mean for potential contamination of 
the community and the future of the waste site and surrounding community. 



The NRC has served as the lead agency for many years and, more than any other agency, is 
familiar with the waste dump and public safety issues. 

Finally, I have been covering news at the SLDA since 1994. Over the years, I have become 
familiar and comfortable with the residents, government officials, and industry experts involved 
with the SLDA. I can tell you that this is a critical juncture in the project and the residents and 
local public have not been adequately informed. 

For the above reasons, I request that you grant my request for expedited processing. 

Fee Waiver 

The nature of my request also requires that I be given a full fee waiver. I address each factor set 
forth in 10 CFR § 9.41 (b) to demonstrate my right to a full fee waiver as my request is clearly in 
the public interest and will significantly contribute to public understanding of the operations of 
government related to the SLDA site: 

(1) The Valley News Dispatch intends to publish news articles describing what nuclear materials 
are being uncovered and what it will take to clean up the SLDA given the recent findings and 
associated increased costs. It will also explore whether the federal government would prefer to 
keep the radioactive material on site in Parks. 

(2) The Valley New Dispatch will write about the nuclear contaminants and what their presence 
could or could not mean to people who live near the site. If given more details on the 
contaminants of the SLDA, we can have government and industry experts discuss the risks posed 
by those contaminants and what the public and local businesses need to consider to continue to 
live and work in the area. 
For example, iflarger-than-expected amounts of U235 or other nuclear materials are found, 
requiring a longer and more expensive cleanup, some residents might not want to live next to the 
site for a decade-long cleanup. 
Also, if more dangerous radioactive materials are on site, residents might want to petition for 
increased safety measures. 

(3) The Valley News Dispatch stories will examine if the nature and concentration of nuclear 
materials at the SLDA will be problematic to excavate and ship off site, as current plans call for. 
The newspaper has been covering the SLDA and related area nuclear fuel sites since they were 
established in the late 1950s and early 1960s. The newspaper also has a long history of using 
nuclear scientists and government experts to comment on the nuclear contaminants and planned 
cleanup. 

( 4) Currently, residents are scared and uncertain of what the future holds. Some people can't 
even sell their homes or lease them not knowing what will happen. People who use the Kiski 
River recreationally are asking if they can be contaminated. If more information is released about 
the contaminants in the SLDA and the capabilities of various government agencies to safely 



remove them, people will then be assured that either the site will be cleaned or they will be stuck 
with it for decades to come. 

(5) My publication is a general circulation daily newspaper that reaches more than 40,000 
people, many of whom are residents living within 50 miles of the site. Additionally, articles will 
reach Internet audiences through publication on our website www.triblive.com. This will reach a 
nationwide audience of those interested in the how safely and efficiently the U.S. government 
cleans up nuclear waste sites. 

(6) The stories will be available in printed copies of the Valley News Dispatch plus other Trb 
Total Media newspaper as well as its websites. 

(7) A Valley News Dispatch daily edition costs 50 cents on the newsstand while subscribers pay 
a discounted rate. Viewing the newspaper's website stories is free. I note that the FOIA does not 
consider for-profit activities of news media outlets a commercial activity for purposes of fee 
waiver determinations. 

(8) I have no other private or public interest in requesting these records. 

For the foregoing reasons, I request that, in conjunction with providing expedited processing, 
you also grant my request for a full fee waiver. 

Very truly yours, 

Mary Ann Thomas 
Valley News Dispatch 


