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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES
| On January 9, 1981, with the unit at 100% power, it was determined that operation of |

| the Unit on January 7, 1981 with the RPT System input to the turbine runback and auto |

o1 | rod withdrawal defeated and power range channel N41 input out of service is contrary |
[o15] | to the assumptions ir the safety analysis prvepared during the fuel reload safety B

“ole8] | evaluation. Still the probability of not sensing a dropped rod is small since three |

| of the power range detectors were operable. This cccurrence is reportable pursuant |
’ to Technical Specifications 6.9.2.a(6). No adverse consequences resulted from the

“[o18] | above condition. : ]
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS ,

" [ To] |'A review of the H. B. Robinson Unit 2 FSAR and fuel reload safety evaluation identified

- ithat the rod drop aralysis assumes that turbipe runback occurs and that auto rod |

O lwithdrawal is defeated. No procedures existed to prevent bypassing both simultaneously.

The RPI input was immediately reinstalled, and detactor N4l was put back in service.
MTz] | Procedures are being developed to prohibit having both the RPI Bottom Indication Svsteh

and one power range detector out of service simultaneously until final resolution of

| the issue.
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
FOR

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 80-001

Cause Description and Analysis: On January 7, 1981, the Power Range

Channel N41 was taken out of service. Previous to this, the Rod

Position Indication System (RPI) input to the turbine runback system

and auto rod withdrawal circuit had been defeated due to spurious

rod drop indications in an effort to prevent unnecessary thermal

cycles to Reactcr Coolant System (RCS) components. On January 9, 1981,

it was determined, by a review of the H. B. Robinson Unit 2 FSAR and

fuel reload safety evaluation, that both of thesé documents assume that
turbine runback and auto rod withdrawal defeat occur following a control

rod drop. Thesc systems are actuated by any one RPIL bottom signal or a rapid
flux decrease on any one Power Range Channel. By having N41 inoperable, a few
rods located in the core region nearest N41 might not be detected by the other
three power range detectors if they were to drop. Based on this review,
therefore, the event was identified as reportable pursuant to Technical Speci-
fication €.9.2.a.6.

Since an RCCA drop event did not occur during this time, no adverse
consequences resulted from the above situation.

Corrective Action: All affected systems were immediately returned to
sorvice when it was determined that having both inputs to the turbine
runback and auto rod withdrawal systems defeated may be contrary to
the FSAR and fuel reload safety analysis.

Corrective Action to Prevent Recurrence: A review of this issue is
continuing with both Westinghouse (NSSS) and Exxon (fuel supplier).
Discussions with utilities with plants of th2 same type and vintage
as Robinson 2 indicate strongly that the runback feature is not
needed to insure core limits are satisfied following .a rod drop.
Preliminary discussions with Exxon re-enforcas this indication.
Therefore, altbough the current FSAR addresses this feature, it is
believed that snalyses will clearly demonstrate that the runback

is not required.

Until this issue is completely resolved, administrative controls will
be implemented to ensure that both runback initiating circuits are
not defeated at power levels greater than 7(%Z. These controls will
be implemented by January 31, 198l.

At this time, a schedule for final resolution of this issue is not
available. However, following final resolution, a supplemental
report to the LER will be issued.




