Hill, Carol

From: Hendrickson, Craig <chendrickson@usgs.gov>

Sent: Thursday, June 26, 2014 4:23 PM

To: Hill, Carol

Cc: Michael Cosca; Timothy Debey; James Paces; Antonia Cruz; Haitao Dong; Jay Hestbeck;
Marci Marot; Gregory Stanton; Mark Marvin-DiPasquale

Subject: Notification of Complience

Attachments: USGS Self-Reporting of Violations April 2014.pdf

Ms. Hill,

This e-mail is to follow up on our self reporting of violations memo submitted April 30, 2014 for license # 05-
01399-08. We wish to notify you that all corrective actions have been completed. Records regarding these
corrective actions are on file and available upon request. The original notification to the NRC is attached to this
e-mail for your reference.

Please contact me if you have any additional questions or concerns regarding this matter.

Craig Hendrickson
Radiation Safety Officer
U.S Geological Survey
P.O Box 25046, MS 206
Denver, CO 80225
303-236-9173



United States Department of the Interior

U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Box 25046 M.S. 205
Denver Federal Center
Denver, Colorado 80225

April 30,2014

U.S. NRC Region IV
1600 East Lamar Blvd
Arlington TX, 76011-4511

Dear Sir or Madam,

The U.S Geological Survey (USGS) would like to self-report a recently discovered violation of
our License of Broad Scope (#05-01399-08, docket 030-03728) regarding well-logging
operations.

The radioisotope utilization permit (RUP) at the USGS Texas Water Science Center located in
San Antonio, TX, did not complete the annual safety training and reviews in accordance with the
specific requirements outlined in 10 CFR 39.61 during the calendar years of 2011, 2012 and
2013. Despite this lapse, the permit holder and users did conduct semi-annual leak tests, annual
inventories, survey-meter calibrations, and equipment inspections, and did complete the general
radiation safety refresher training at three-year intervals. Furthermore, no safety events occurred
during this period. The violation was discovered in late March 2014 as part of the RUP renewal
process, and was caused by a failure to complete annual well-logging refresher training and
conduct a full annual program review for those years. Several factors occurred in early 2011 that
contributed to this situation, including the transfer of the RUP and sources from one principle
user in Denver to another in Texas, and to the transition within the USGS Radiation Safety
Program to a new Radiation Safety Officer (RSO) and Radiation Safety Committee (RSC) chair.

Our corrective actions include:

Compile all safety audits and training records that occurred during this period.
Establish a standard protocol for annual safety reviews for well-logging activities.
Develop a specific well-logging training module and exam to be administered annually.
Require annual audits of well-logging activities.

Revise the RUP to include these corrective actions.

Examine our other well-logging RUP to make certain similar deficiencies do not exist.
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Our goal is to achieve full compliance by June 30, 2014. We will notify the NRC again once this
has occurred. If you have any questions about this matter, please contact me.

Sincerely,
Craig Hendrickson, RSO

Tel: (303) 236-9173
chendrickson@usgs.gov



