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PER 021997

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

H. B. ROBINSON STEAM ELECTRIC PLANT, UNIT NO. 2
DOCKET NO. 50-261/LICENSE NO. DPR-23 .
RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
REGARDING BULLETIN 96-02, "MOVEMENT OF HEAVY LOADS OVER SPENT
FUEL, OVER FUEL IN THE REACTOR CORE, ;
VE FETY- TED EQUIPMENT"

Gentlemen:

NRC issued Bulletin 96-02, "Movement of Heavy Loads Over Spent Fuel, Over Fuel In The
Reactor Core, Or Over Safety-Related Equipment,” by letter dated April 11, 1996. The
response for the H. B. Robinson Steam Electric Plant (HBRSEP), Unit No. 2, that described
our plans and capabilities for handling heavy loads while the reactor is at power in accordance
with existing regulatory guidelines, was provided by letter dated May 13, 1996. NRC letter
dated December 24, 1996, transmitted a request for additional information regarding Bulletin
96-02 as a-result of the evaluation of the responses received. The letter requested that Carolina
Power & Light (CP&L) Company evaluate an accident scenario involving the dropping of a
loaded spent fuel shipping cask, without the cask lid being completely secured, during the

movement of the cask from the spent fuel pool to the area within the plant where final securing / /
of the cask lid is completed. Movement of the spent fuel cask from the spent fuel pool to the _
.cask decontamination area at HBRSEP, Unit No. 2 is accomplished with the cask lid closed by L

four hand tightened nuts. However, this move is accomplished using the single-failure proof

spent fuel cask crane with a redundant lifting rig, that results in a single-failure proof handling

system. Therefore, the scenario described in the December 24, 1996, letter is not credible at ;
HBRSEP, Unit No. 2. | L

However, the CP&L evaluation of the NRC concern has been expanded to include the handling
of the spent fuel cask throughout the process of preparing the spent fuel shipping cask for
shipping irradiated fuel from'the site. During this evaluation CP&L has discovered that the
cask movement from the cask decontamination area to the spent fuel cask shipping rail car,

which is outside the spent fuel pool area, is performed without the crane in the single-failure
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“proof configuration, and without the cask valve covers installed. CP&L is evaluating this
condition in accordance with the CP&L Corrective Action Program. This condition may
potentially be reportable in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73 and may constitute an unreviewed
safety question, and should this condition be reportable, we will inform you of the results of
these evaluations by April 25, 1997. No movement of loaded spent fuel casks will be
performed until safety issues associated with this condition are resolved.

Questioné regarding this matter may be referred to me or Mr. H. K. Chernoff of my staff at
(803) 857-1437. _ : '

Very truly yours,
Tt M il dhesn—

T. M. Wilkerson
Manager - Regulatory Affairs

ALG/JSK
c: Mr. L. A. Reyes, Regional Administrator, USNRC, Region II

Ms. B. L. Mozafari, USNRC Project Manager, HBRSEP
Mr. B. B. Desai, USNRC Senior Resident Inspector, HBRSEP
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