
 

 

 

 

May 8, 2012 

 

Commonwealth of Virginia  

Department of Health 

P.O. Box 2448 

Richmond, Virginia 23218 

 

Attention: Mr. Asfaw Fenta 

 

RE:  Response to “NOTICE OF NON COMPLIANCE” for 

 Soil Consultants Inc. Inspection Conducted on March 14, 2012 

 Radioactive Material License Number 638-196-1 

 
Dear Mr. Fenta: 

 

On March 14, 2012, an inspection was performed at the Soil Consultants Inc. (SCE) office to verify compliance with 

12VAC5-481 “Virginia Radiation Protection Regulations” and Radioactive Material License 638-196-1.  On April 10, 

2012 a letter was issued by the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Health that included a “Notice of Non 

Compliance” list.  This letter requested a written statement or explanation based on the items listed.  Below is a 

statement of the corrective actions that were taken, will be taken, and the date when the actions were in full compliance 

for each item identified in the “Notice of Non Compliance.” 

 

Item 1:  “12VAC5-481-630 requires the licensee to review the radiation safety program contents and 

implementation at least annually.  Contrary to this, on March 14, 2012, no annual radiation safety program 

review has been conducted.” 

 

SCE has implemented multiple steps to insure that an annual radiation safety review will be implemented correctly and 

on time.  Our first process was to review the “Commonwealth of Virginia Radiation Protection Regulatory Guide” in 

Appendix F titled “Portable Gauge or XRF Audit Checklist.”  This checklist provides us with detailed information of 

the requirements for the annual audit so we can properly plan and prepare.  We also installed Microsoft Outlook 

calendar, placed an audit reminder on the calendar, and selected that to be a recurring reminder every year.  This 

reminder provides alerts each year before the scheduled audit to insure that the audit is performed on schedule.  We 

have installed this reminder to 3 individuals inside the company to insure that there is somebody in the office that will 

be able to prepare and perform the audit.  At this point we are scheduled to have our audit complete by June 1, 2012.  

 

Item 2:  “License condition 15 requires the licensee to conduct a semi-annual physical inventory of the possessed 

sealed source.  Contrary to this, on March 14
th

, 2012, no semi-annual physical inventory of sealed source has 

been conducted.” 

 

Similar to above, SCE has implemented multiple steps to insure that a semi-annual inventory will be implemented 

correctly and on time.  SCE utilized the “Commonwealth of Virginia Radiation Protection Regulatory Guide” in 

Appendix F titled “Portable Gauge or XRF Audit Checklist” as a reference for the semi-annual inventory.  A narrowed 

down version of the check list was developed and is used for each inventory.  We also installed Microsoft Outlook 

calendar, placed an inventory reminder on the calendar, and selected that to be a recurring reminder every year.  This 

reminder provides alerts every 6 months before the scheduled inventory to insure that the inventory is performed on 



schedule.  We have installed this reminder to 3 individuals inside the company to insure that there is somebody in the 

office that will be able to prepare and perform the inventory.  At this point we are scheduled to have our inventory 

complete by June 1, 2012.  

 

Item 3: “12VAC5-481-1010 requires the licensee to maintain records of tests for leakage of sealed sources for 5 

years after the records are made.  Contrary to this, on March 14, 2012, the licensee was unable to show the 

records of tests for leakage for 2011, 2009, and 2008 

 

Attached to this letter are samples of leak test records for tests that were performed in 2008 & 2011.  Unfortunately, 

2009 was a very difficult year for SCE which contained multiple layoffs due to financial situations.  During the 

adjustments that were required that year no leak tests were performed.  Presently, we have a RSO position and an 

assistant RSO position to insure that if one person cannot perform the leak test, the second person will be able to cover.  

We also have Pacific Nuclear Technology performing our leak tests each year.  This company provides us with leak 

test packages on a yearly basis which is sent to us in the mail which is a third reminder to insure that all leak tests are 

performed on a yearly basis.  

 

SCE appreciates the opportunity to transport and carry nuclear gauges and strives to maintain a safe and effective 

nuclear safety program for the safety of its employees and of the general public.  We appreciate the Department of 

Health providing us with the information of violations and recommendations to help insure that our nuclear program is 

as safe and effective as possible.  SCE takes their nuclear safety program very seriously and are willing to implement 

the proper changes necessary to maintain a safe and effective nuclear safety program. 

 

If you have any questions regarding actions taken or the explanations provided, please do not hesitate to contact me 

directly at 703-366-3000. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Scott P. Smith 

President/RSO 

 

 

 

Enclosures: 2008 & 2011 Leak Test Reports  


