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In a filing dated May 19, 2014, applicant Strata Energy, Inc., (SEI) responded to a May 9

Licensing Board request for information regarding arranging possible in situ recovery (ISR)

facility site visits in conjunction with the evidentiary hearing for this proceeding, which is

currently scheduled to begin in Wyoming in the vicinity of SEI’s proposed Ross ISR facility in

late September 2014.  See Applicant [SEI’s] Response to Atomic Safety and Licensing Board

Panel’s May 2014 Order Regarding Site Visits (May 19, 2014) [hereinafter SEI Response]; see

also Licensing Board Memorandum and Order (Regarding General Schedule and Site

Visits/Limited Appearance Session/Evidentiary Hearing) (May 9, 2014) at 3 (unpublished).  In its

submission, SEI indicated that (1) the proposed Ross ISR project site will be made available to

the Board and the other parties on September 27, 2014; and (2) SEI has obtained the

permission of Uranerz Energy Corp. to tour its currently active Nichols Ranch ISR site on

September 29, 2014.  See SEI Response at 1.  

In providing this information, SEI asked that the Board take certain steps that SEI

suggested would expedite/enhance the site visits.   Among the items SEI identified was the
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need for the Board and the other parties to the proceeding to provide information regarding (1)

the number of attendees; (2) the name, contact information, and level of participation in this

proceeding of each attendee; (3) whether each attendee will participate in only one or both

tours; and (4) the duration of each attendee’s participation in each or both site tours (e.g., full

tour, half day, specific site areas, etc.).  According to SEI, the fourth item is necessary so that

site personnel are aware that certain attendees may require transport back to their vehicles

prior to the completion of the tour.  Additionally, SEI indicated that, given there is likely to be

travel time associated with these site tours, especially the tour at the Nichols Ranch site,

attendees seeking to attend only a portion of a tour may need to consider traveling in their own

vehicles.  See id. at 1S2.

SEI also declared that as a lesson-learned from previous site tours, it would be helpful

for SEI to submit a proposed schedule for each site tour to further guide the Board in its efforts

to see relevant site areas and receive appropriate site/project information.  Consequently, SEI

offered to provide, at the Board’s direction, such schedules or any other information the Board

would like to receive regarding the site visits.   See id. at 2.  

The Board very much appreciates SEI’s efforts in arranging the requested site visits of

the Ross and Nichols Ranch ISR facilities.  After considering SEI’s May 19 filing, it would

appear that the first step would be to have SEI provide the Board and the other parties with a

proposed schedule for both site visits that runs from site arrival to departure and provides, in as

much detail as possible, the timing and description of the various stops that each tour would

encompass.  Additionally, in that submission SEI should explain in more detail how it

contemplates that the Board and the other parties would move about each of the sites during
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the tours.1  This, in turn, will allow the Board, after receiving input from the NRC staff and Joint

Intervenors,2 to provide its input regarding the scope of the tours as well as allow attendees

from these other parties to assess their degree of participation in each tour.  At the same time,

SEI should provide further details on what it will need in terms of attendee contact and

participation information and when it needs that information for each individual.  

To begin the process of settling the details concerning each of the site visits, on or

before Monday, June 23, 2014, SEI should submit a filing that provides the scheduling and

other information outlined in this order.3  Thereafter, the Board will provide the other parties with

an opportunity to comment on the SEI information, after which it will establish any necessary

directives/protocols for the two site visits.    

It is so ORDERED.

FOR THE ATOMIC SAFETY
   AND LICENSING BOARD

                                                            
G. Paul Bollwerk, III, Chairman
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

Rockville, Maryland
June 9, 2014

1 By way of example, in 2011 Board members Bollwerk and White participated in a visit
to the proposed Areva Enrichment Services, LLC Eagle Rock enrichment facility site in eastern
Idaho during which the Board employed a Board-furnished four-wheel drive vehicle to follow the
applicant’s staff around the site to various predetermined stops as well as to a nearby federal
wilderness study area that was of interest in the proceeding.  

2 Joint Intervenors are the Natural Resources Defense Council and the Powder River
Basin Resource Council.

3 If one or more of the parties believes that efficiency would best be served by, at some
point, having a telephone conference regarding these site visits, at the earliest opportunity they
should so advise the Board in writing.
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