
UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

REGION III 
2443 WARRENVILLE RD. SUITE 210 

LISLE, IL  60532-4352 

May 21, 2014 
 
 
Mr. Theotis Judon, Jr. 
1412 Ridgewood Avenue, Apt. #2 
Lakewood, Ohio  44107 
 
Dear Mr. Judon:   
 
We have received your letter dated May 1, 2014, inquiring as to whether tritium-based products 
from another country are permitted in the United States. 
 
Products containing tritium (otherwise known as hydrogen-3) manufactured or available from 
other countries are permitted in United States, and can be imported into the country, only in 
accordance with federal regulations, as specified in Title 10 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  10 CFR Part 110 requires, in general, that byproduct material such as 
tritium that is imported into the country be received only by a recipient who has a license, issued 
either by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) or a state that has entered into an 
agreement with the NRC (an “Agreement State”), to possess that material.  Information 
concerning importation of radioactive materials can be found at the following link:  
http://www.nrc.gov/security/byproduct/export-import.html.  In addition, you may find the following 
link to the NRC’s webpage regarding, “Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) About Export-Import 
Licensing” to be useful to you:  http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/ip/faq.html.   
 
Although you did not specify the model number of the particular device you had attempted to 
purchase, you identified the product as a “tritium military torch” manufactured by SRB 
Technologies.  Such devices are typically approved by the NRC for distribution as “generally-
licensed” devices, meaning that they can be distributed by an entity which holds a specific 
license to distribute devices such as these to persons who can possess these under a general 
license.  General licenses are effective without the filing of applications on the issuance of 
licensing documents to particular persons.  You can find an explanation of the general license at 
the following hyperlink:  http://www.nrc.gov/materials/miau/product-manufac/general-toolkit.html.   
 
Furthermore, if you were to obtain a device such as the one you mention in your letter from a 
licensed distributor in the U.S., the regulations at the following link would be applicable:   
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/cfr/part031/part031-0005.html.   
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A copy of this letter will be available electronically for public inspection in the NRC’s Public 
Document Room or from the NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and Management System 
(ADAMS), accessible from the NRC’s website at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 
 
We hope that this letter provides the answers you were seeking with respect to your question.   
Should you have any further questions or require additional information, please contact 
Dennis O’Dowd of my staff at dennis.odowd@nrc.gov or at (630) 829-9573.   

 
      Sincerely, 

 
            /RA/ 
 
 

      Patricia J. Pelke, Chief 
      Materials Licensing Branch 
      Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 
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