
 

 

UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001 
 
 
 
 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

June 19, 2014 
 

Mr. Robert M. Palmberg 
Chairman of the Board 
Private Fuel Storage, LLC 
3200 East Avenue South 
La Crosse, WI  54601 
 
Dear Mr. Palmberg: 
 
On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your letter 
dated October 29, 2013, which requests an exemption for Private Fuel Storage, LLC (PFS) from 
the fiscal year (FY) 2014 annual fees.  Specifically, your letter requests an exemption under 
Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR), Part 171, Section 15(c)(1) based on 
PFS’s current operating status.   
 
The statue governing the timeliness of submissions to the NRC for the exemption from annual 
fees is 10 CFR 171.11(b). The relevant part of 10 CFR 171.11(b) states, “Requests for 
exemption must be filed with the NRC within 90 days from the effective date of the final rule 
establishing the annual fees for which the exemption is sought in order to be considered.” 
(emphasis added).  In essence, this rule establishes a “filing window,” which begins after the 
final fee rule for the fees in question becomes effective and ends 90 days from that date.  In this 
case, the FY 2014 Fee Rule has not yet become effective.  The NRC anticipates the effective 
date for the FY 2014 Fee Rule will be in August 2014. 
 
PFS’ request for an exemption from the NRC’s FY 2014 annual fees was received on  
October 29, 2013.  As the open period for exemption requests for the FY 2014 Fee Rule has yet 
to begin, PFS’ request cannot be granted at this time.  Additionally, a proposed change to the 
FY 2014 Fee Rule may impact the future collection of fees under 10 CFR 171.15(c)(1).  The 
proposed change to the rule may make further waiver requests by PFS unnecessary.  Please 
see the “Annual Fee Policy Change” section of the NRC’s proposed 2014 Fee Rule for the draft 
language (FR DOC # 2014–08221 Pages 21035 – 21061).  I advise you to consult the final rule 
to determine whether you need to submit a new request within ninety (90) days of the effective 
date of the rule.   
 
Please contact Mr. Alexander S. Balkin, of my staff, at (301) 415-5835, for any fee-related 
questions, or Mr. William Blaney, of my staff, at (301) 415-5092, concerning invoice questions. 
 
Thank you for your submission.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
/RA/ 
 
Mary C. Muessle 
Acting Chief Financial Officer  
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