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General Comment 

(additional comment to my earlier comment today, based on a reader's inquiry) 
 
Ace 
 
Is there room in the containment dome to store any of this garbage ? 
 
Joe 
------------------------------------- 
Hi Joe, 
 
I've thought about [that idea previously] and realized that there's probably room for only a small portion of it. 
The casks are pretty big. 
 
And I don't think the floor is very even, and probably not all of it could take the weight, though probably some 
could. 
 
They could probably put a new pool there, but I doubt even two of those could hold all the waste, and many 
people object to spent fuel pool storage anyway of course -- but it might be the right idea anyway. However, I 

PUBLIC SUBMISSION 

As of: May 16, 2014 
Received: May 15, 2014 
Status: Pending_Post 
Tracking No. 1jy-8c43-fumv 
Comments Due: May 15, 2014
Submission Type: Web

Page 1 of 2

05/16/2014https://www.fdms.gov/fdms-web-agency/component/contentstreamer?objectId=09000064816fe0b0&for...

PR 10 CFR Part 72 
79 FR 21156 20



don't think there's room for more than single-digits of casks inside the domes, and they'll have about 150 casks 
to worry about when they're done. Or rather, we'll have them to worry about, and our children will, and their 
children. Thank goodness there is only a limited supply [at SanO, because it's permanently closed]. Other 
communities will have an endless quantity of these dastardly things! 
 
One problem I've thought about with putting them in the domes is that the casks aren't really as strong as they 
look from the outside. Another problem is they might crumble from old age sooner than expected, and we 
wouldn't want pieces of them falling on the dry casks (or on a new spent fuel pool, for that matter). 
 
I do actually believe that with enough money to buy things like "nickel-based alloys" or something else no one 
wants to "splurge" for, there's a possibility the spent fuel can be far more safely contained -- but still by no 
means "good enough" by any standard, just several orders of magnitude better. Something that is akin to the 
pyramids, but high-tech. And no-fly rules, and anti-aircraft installations, and anti-ballistic nuclear missile -- 
hardened... okay, of course that can't be done. But even using better alloys would probably bankrupt every nuke 
operator if they had to allow for that sort of cost (didn't one go bankrupt in Texas this week?). I'm not 
advocating it because I want to see them go bankrupt, of course -- I'm advocating it simply to save my planet! 
The nuclear industry's coming bankruptcy is an inevitable consequence of being in the wrong business, one that 
is not sustainable. 
 
Ace 
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