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General Comment

NRC-2013-0230

I wish to urge the NRC to consider upgrading their licensing and fees so that small modular reactors, alternate fuel
cycles, and molten salt reactors can be developed and utilized. I am a mechanical engineer that has worked in
manufacturing for nearly two decades and I believe that small reactors that can be built in a factory and shipped to
the power plant site makes tremendous sense for quality, safety, cost, and scalability.

I also wish to urge the NRC to allow thorium-fueled molten salt reactors to be developed. Currently there are no
regulatory guidelines nor is there a fee structure that would allow industry to realistically afford to develop such a
reactor. I believe a program that engages the government, universities, national labs, and industrial partners could
develop the proper regulatory structure, guidelines, and fee-cost structure. Also, I have been studying nuclear power
especially molten salt reactors and believe that MSRs are the future. These reactors have the twin advantages of high
heat and low pressure. Furthermore, the Th-U cycle, when used in a molten salt, can be both economical (thorium is
plentiful, cheap, readily available, and no enrichment required) and proliferation-resistant (U233 created will always
have some U232 present enough to make the uranium unusable for weapons).

In closing, I wish for the NRC to open the way for SMRs, specifically MSRs that use the Th-U fuel cycle. These are
better paths forward compared to LEU fueled LWRs.

Sincerely,
James Laheta SUNSI Review Complete
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