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General Comment

I am an un-affiliated citizen supporter of the Energy From Thorium Foundation's
mission, and I concur with everything they have outlined in the following quote:

"We believe one of the things to be lacking in the mission of the NRC is the lack of
competition. It is true that security is mentioned in their mission but we believe that
is most often interpreted as meaning military applications, such as powering nuclear
submarines and aircraft carriers. The Energy From Thorium Foundation believes
that to keep America's national interest secure that we should be leading the world
in the development of new nuclear technologies. This is due to economic
considerations and the possibility of another country developing an economically
and technologically disruptive technology before America. We believe that
submissions that help to amend the strategic plan to include competition will help
bolster the argument that America needs to be developing a thorium based Molten
Salt Reactor and we need a regulatory environment that will allow industry to
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develop this technology in an accelerated time frame (i.e. competitive time frame)."

I firmly believe that the Liquid Fluoride Thorium Reactor technology is the solution
to the current energy crisis. It is the height of irresponsibility that decades after the
thorium MSR research performed at Oak Ridge National Laboratories there are still
regulatory barriers standing in the way of implementing this technology.
*Especially* In light of China's announcement that they are going to build a
working thorium molten-salt reactor by 2024. We need to be working on this NOW,
not waiting another several decades. As a side benefit, the United States could also
break China's stranglehold on the Rare Earth Elements market, since the regulations
regarding thorium here in the United States are the primary reason that we don't
have a thriving Rare Earth elements mining sector, elements which innumerable
modem technological advancements depend upon. Additionally, NASA needs the
Pu-238 that is generated as a decay product in a LFTR to power deep space
missions, and the medical community needs many of the other decay products for
use in nuclear medicine and diagnostics. Finally, most of the "nuclear waste" the
USA currently has could once again become fuel for generating electricity. We need
regulatory change so that all of these can be possible.
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