
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 2

290 BROADWAY
NEWYORK, NY 10007-1866

AUG30201Z

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street NE, Room 1A
Washington, DC 20426

Reference: Docket No. CP12-30 Northeast Supply Link Project

Dear Secretary Bose:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission's (FERC) environmental assessment (EA) for the Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line
Company, LLC's, (Transco) proposed construction and operation of the Northeast Supply
Project; The Proposed project includes the following facilities:

• 12.0 miles of new 42-inch-diameter pipeline loop in three separate segments in
Hunterdon County, New Jersey and Lycoming and Monroe Counties,
Pennsylvania

• Replacing approximately .05 mile of 36-inch-diameter pipeline in Essex County,
New Jersey

• Uprating approximately 25.6 miles of existing 36-inch-diameter pipeline in Essex,
Passaic, Bergen and Hudson counties, New Jersey

• Uprating approximately 1.4 miles of existing 26-inch-diameler pipeline in
Richmond and Kings Counties, New York

• Constructing new Compressor Station 303 and an associated electrical substation
in Essex County, New Jersey

• Modifying existing Compressor Stations 505 and 515 in Somerset County, New
Jersey and Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, respectively

• Modifying other existing above ground facilities in New York, New Jersey and
Pennsylvania

This EA evaluated several system alternatives and above ground facility alternatives, including
the relocation of the proposed compressor station 303.

The purpose of the project is to provide an additional 250,000 dekatherms per day of firm natural
gas transportation capacity to delivery point that would be accessible by customers in New York,
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, and to provide its customers with access to new sources of
natural gas in north-central Pennsylvania, primarily for the Marcellus Shale. This EA evaluated
the potential environmental impacts resulting from the implementation of the proposed action
and evaluated alternatives to the proposed action.
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Based on our review of the draft EA, EPA has the following comments:

1. EPA is concerned with several of Transco's proposed modifications to FERC's
procedures for Upland Erosion Control, as outlined in Table 1.7-1 on pp. 1-16 and 1-17.
Transco's requests to locate additional temporary workspace within 50 feet of waters and
wetlands, place spoil within 10 feet of water's edge, and not maintain at least 15 feet of
vegetated buffer between water and the pipeline seem to be unsupported. If there are site
specific reasons for these changes to the FERC procedures, they should be included in the
EA for public comment.

2. The EA doesn't adequately discuss or address the amount of land unsuitable for pipeline
construction. Much of the land surface in Pennsylvania along the proposed route is
underlain by loose, rocky soils which are susceptible to erosion, and not highly conducive
to revegetation efforts. About 55% of the surfaces to be crossed have average slopes
greater than 8% (p. 2-8), making access and construction more difficult and contributing
to a greater potential for surface runoff. The standard FERC Upland Erosion Control
Plans may not adequately protect these areas, and should be strengthened by more site
specific measures developed in conjunction with state and local agencies and
conservation districts.

3. The General Conformity analysis should include the underlying assumptions, list of
equipment, schedules, load factors and equations used.

4. EPA is very troubled that the preferred site for Compressor Station 303 is adjacent to the
Essex County Environmental Center, located in the western section of Essex County at
West Essex Park. West Essex Park is 1,360 acres of wetlands preserve which remains
almost entirely undeveloped and stretches along six miles of the Passaic River. The
Center was constructed as an environmentally sensitive building using natural and
recycled materials, innovative energy saving technologies, and topped by a "green roof1

where children and adults come to learn about nature and the environment. With that in
mind, EPA is concerned that the measured existing noise levels (Table 2.8.2-1) at the
Cenler arc loo high, and request that more in format ion as to where the noise levels were
taken be written into the EA. EPA is also concerned that in Section 3.7.1, the EA states,
"Hydraulic modeling and system optimization by Transeo determined that the new
compressor station would have to be located along a 13-mile-long segment of the
Caldwell B Loop in the vicinity of Roseland, NJ," yet it would appear that all the
alternative sites evaluated (Figure 3.7.1-1) were within only 4 miles. Finally, Transco's
purchase of any one site, or a portion of a site prior to the EA should not be used as an
environmental criteria for choosing a preferred alternative.

5. The cumulative impacts analysis seems overly simplified, consisting mainly of a listing
of other projects within a certain radius of the proposed Project. It would be useful to
show those projects on a map; along with Pennsylvania permitted and projected (where
possible) Marcellus wells, to provide some geographic perspective. EPA would also
suggest including the impacts of the construction and operation of the Susquehanna



Roseland Transmission Line as part of the cumulative impacts to the Roseland
neighborhood, as its terminus is the Public Service Electric and Gas Substation adjacent
to the proposed Transco substation.

This letter was prepared in partnership with EPA Region 3. Thank you for the opportunity to
comment on this HA. If you have any questions, please call Lingard Knutson of my staff at (212)
637-3747.

Sincerely,

Grace Musumeci, Chief
Environmental Review Section


