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Re: HONEYWELL METROPOLIS WORKS EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
EXERCISE STATUS

This letter is to reiterate the information on Honeywell Metropolis Works’ (MTW)
emergency preparedness exercise status. MTW is currently in compliance with 10 CFR
40.31 (j)(3)(xii) provisions “. . .for conducting quarterly communications checks with offsite
response organizations and biennial onsite exercises to test response to simulated
emergencies...” Honeywell also conforms to Section 7.3, Drills and Exercises, of its
Emergency Response Plan requiring, that “. . .at a minimum, an annual exercise shall be
conducted...” The last Honeywell’s emergency preparedness exercise was held on
May 16, 2013, and the next annual exercise is planned for2Ol4.

From May 21 through 24, 2012, an NRC inspection was conducted at the Honeywell
facility pursuant to NRC Temporary Instruction (TI) 2600/0 15, “Evaluation of Licensee
Strategies for the Prevention and/or Mitigation of Emergencies at Fuel Facilities.” To
address concerns following the TI 2600-0 15, the NRC issued a Confirmatory Order EA
12-157 dated October 15, 2012. According to Section IV 5.of this document, “...at least 15
days before resuming operations at Metropolis Works facility, Honeywell shall
demonstrate the adequacy if its revised ERP by conducting an onsite exercise meeting
the requirements of 10 CFR 40.31(j)(3)(xii).”

Since the emergency preparedness exercise was a preoperational requirement, it was
conducted on May 16, 2013, prior to the plant’s restart on June 22, 2013. The NRC
Inspection Report 40-3392/2013-003 documented the following observations and
evaluations:

“The inspectors observed an annual emergency preparedness plan exercise conducted
on May 16, 2013. The exercise was conducted to implement a commitment of
Confirmatory Order EA-12-157.. .The inspectors ... observed the licensee’s interface with
offsite support including the state liaison, local fire department, and ambulance personnel.
The inspectors observed three exercise critiques ... each providing comments and/or



suggestions for emergency plan program and exercise improvements. The opportunities
for improvement were identified during these critiques were captured in the licensee’s
corrective action program... The inspectors determined that the overall exercise activities
were conducted in accordance with the licensee’s emergency plan, response procedures,
and the regulatory requirements of 10 CFR 40.31(j)(3)(xii), ‘Exercises.’”

In addition:

“The inspectors observed a table top exercise conducted by the licensee on June 5, 2013.
Participants included licensee EOC positions, and representatives from IEMA, local offsite
support participants, and the NRC. The purpose of the table top exercise was to
demonstrate the ability to adequately coordinate offsite and onsite response for a
simulated seismic event impacting the ability of offsite agencies to provide support to
licensee recovery efforts. ... The inspectors determined that these topics were adequately
addressed during the table top exercise.”

The NRC Inspection Procedure 88051, Evaluation of Exercises and Drills, Section 3,
General Guidance, states that “...This procedure is to be used to evaluate the licensee’s
biennial exercise...” MTW believes that the aforementioned thorough evaluation of the
May 2013 exercise fully meets this NRC objective, and the next evaluated and “graded”
(by the NRC) emergency preparedness exercise will be due in 2015.

The facility will regularly exercise its emergency response strategies and personnel in
coordination with offsite authorities to ensure success of the next emergency
preparedness drills scheduled for 2014 and 2015. Honeywell commits to the safe
operation of the Metropolis Works facility in a manner protective of its employees and the
general public. Please contact Mark Wolf, Nuclear Compliance Director, at (618) 309-
5013 if you have any questions or require additional information.
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Plant Manager

cc: David Hartland
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region II
245 Peachtree Center Avenue NE, Suite 1200
Atlanta, GA 30303-1 257
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