
Allison M. Macfarlane, Chair 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Mail Stop 0-16G4 

Washington, DC 20555-0001 
Mar. 3, 2014 

Dear Chairman Macfarlane, 
Re: Docket Number 40-9075-MLA 

I'm a western South Dakota resident who has studied the issue of in-situ-leach uranium 
mining in some detail, and who has grave reservations about the long-term safety of 
this process, as well as its impact on the interests of Native Americans in the proposed 
mining region. 

I refer to the proposed Dewey-Burdock uranium mine in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota. This proposal is full of problems, and I believe that it is also being 
mishandled. 

NRC staff have issued a final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement on this 
project, despite the fact that the required consultation with tribal governments under 
the National Historic Preservation Act has not been done. In addition, the staff's 
consideration of environmental impacts of this project have been based almost entirely 
on the applicant's documents, downplaying or ignoring scientific research that 
indicates that the proposed mine site is geologically inappropriate for in situ leach 
mmmg. 

I ask that you insure that your staff follow the law and require complete tribal 
consultation. I also ask that a new SEIS be issued that takes all relevant scientific 
information into account. 

Thank you for your consideration of these requests. 

Sincerely, 

Don Kelley, M.D. 

12637 Merritt-Estes Rd. 

Deadwood, SD 57732 

( 605) 578-3 857 



···-



Chairman Allison M. Macfarlane 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop 0-16G4 
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 

Dear Chairman Macfarlane: 

418 North 44th Street 
Rapid City, South Dakota 57702 

(605) 787-2872 
March 2, 2014 

Greetings from the beautiful Black Hills of South Dakota. I am writing you because of issues involved in 

the matter of the NRC's Docket Number 40-9075-MLA. This is the case of a proposed 'in situ' uranium 

mine in the Black Hills known as the Dewey-Burdock project. The company involved is Powertech 
Uranium, which is in the process of merging to become Azarga Uranium, a Chinese company. 

NRC staff recently issued a final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement on the Dewey-Burdock 

project. However, the consultation with tribal governments under the National Historic Preservation 

Act, which is required before a final SEIS is issued, has not been completed. The company has said that 

it will begin construction if and when it receives an NRC license, which would immediately and 

permanently destroy cultural resources. I am very disturbed by the prospect. The NEPA process has 

been violated, and we need to insure that important cultural resources are protected, as the Black Hills 

are a sacred region to several Native American tribes. 

In my professional opinion, the SEIS is also inadequate. It is largely based on Powertech's application, 

rather than on the existing scientific research. This research shows that the Dewey-Burdock site is not 

geologically appropriate for 1in situ' leach mining, which requires complete containment of the 

radioactive mining process in a confined aquifer. Rather, the site contains 4,000 old exploration 

boreholes, uneven containment by geological layers, and fractures in the rock due to the formation of 

the Black Hills. 

I ask that the license not be issued until NRC staff properly complete the NEPA process and insure that 

consultation with tribal governments is completed. This will require issuing a revised SEIS. I respectfully 

request your assistance in working with NRC staff on this matter. 

Please feel free to contact me, if you want more information. Thank you for your time and 

consideration. 

Sincerely, 

;~!,'! .~' _Ck I t J_ 
~ ut/v\J v::;t fJ -
Lilias Jarding, Ph.D. 



Lilias Jarding 
418 N. 44th Street 

Rapid City. SD 57702 
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Dahl McLean 
11853 Acorn Ridge Rd 
Spearfish, SD 57783 
( 605) 920 -1973 

3 March 2014 

Dear Chairman Allison M. Macfarlane 

I am concerned that the in-situ uranium mining proposed in the southern Black Hills of 
South Dakota isn't being handled right by your agency. The environmental impact 
statement is incomplete as it hasn't included the elements required by the National 
Historic Preservation Act. Additionally, with several in-situ mines already in operation, 
environmental incidents at those locations haven't been considered and should be. We 
should be learning from past mistakes. Instead, we allow these companies to press ahead 
with risky operations that are known to cause damage to underground water supplies to 
include those in use now and possible future ones. 

I encourage the NRC staff to consult with tribal governments as required by the National 
Historic Preservation Act. I also want your agency to review the SEIS taking into 
consideration independent scientific research that is available. The geology surrounding 
the Black Hills presents non-typical formations and therefore requires careful 
considerations. Also, several potable water aquifers are recharged by the unique 
characteristics of the "Hills". In-situ mining in the vicinity of the Black Hills formations 
poses a great risk to the water supplies of most towns and cities in the western part of 
South Dakota and eastern Wyoming. 

I appreciate your help regarding these issues. 

0"JUJ1!1c/--
Dahl McLean 
Major, USAF Retired 



Dahl Mclean 
11853 Acorn Ridge Rd 
Spearfish, SO 57783 
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Chairman Allison M. Macfarlane 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop 0-16G4 
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 
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March 3, 2014 

Chairman Allison M Macfarlane 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop 0-16G4 
Washington, D.C. 20555-001 

Re: Docket Number 40-9075-MLA 

Dear Chairman Macfarlane: 

We are writing you about our concerns with the above captioned Docket Number, the proposed Dewey
Burdock uranium mine in the Black Hills of South Dakota. We believe the proposal is fraught with 
problems and that it has been grossly mismanaged. 

The final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement on the Dewey-Burdock project was issued by 
the NRC staff without the required consultation with tribal governments. This consultation is 
required under the National Historic Preservation Act. Additionally, the NRC staffs consideration of 
the environmental impacts have been based almost exclusively on the applicant's (Powertech) 
documents which ignore scientific research that indicates that the proposed mine site is not 
geologically suitable for in situ leach mining. 

We request the Commission insure that your staff follow the law set forth in the National Historic 
Preservation Act and that a new SEIS be issued that takes all relevant scientific information into 
account. 

Your consideration of these two requests is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

.J~~~ 
Jon H and Cheryl Fair 
12909 Shep's Canyon Road 
Hot Springs, SD 57747 
Home phone: 605-745-4535 

cc: Commissioner Kristine L Svinicki 
Commissioner George Apostolakis 
Commissioner William D. Magwood IV 
Commissioner William C. Ostendor:ff 
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Chairwoman Allison M. Macfarlane 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop 0-16G4 
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 

Chairwoman Macfarlane, 

Stephanie Anise 
1 Canyon View Circle 

Hot Springs, SD 57747 
605.745.7455 

March 3, 2014 

1 want to call your attention to Docket Number 40-9075-MLA, which concerns the 
proposed Dewey-Burdock uranium mine in the Black Hills of South Dakota. Not only is this 
proposal is full of problems, but I also believe it is being mishandled without full compliance 

with the law. 

NRC staff have issued a final Supplemental Environmental impact Statement on this 
project, despite the fact that the required consultation with tribal governments mandated 
under the National Historic Preservation Act has not been done. in addition, the staff's 
consideration of environmental impacts of this project has been based almost entirely on the 
applicant's documents, minimizing or ignoring scientific research indicating the proposed mine 
site is NOT geologically appropriate for in situ leach mining. 

As a resident of the Black Hills and a U.S. Citizen I ask for equal protection under the law 
and urge you to ensure that your staff follow the law and require complete tribal consultation in 
this matter. I also ask that a new SEIS be issued that considers ALL relevant scientific 
information. 

Thank you for your consideration of these requests. 

Sincerely, 

-~~~Lk~ 
Stephanie Anise 
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Chairman Allison M. Macfarlane 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop 0-16G4 
Washington, D. C/ 20555-0001 

Dear Ms. Macfarlane: 

Re: Docket Number 40-9075-MLA 
Azarga/Powertech's proposed Dewey-Burdock uranium mine in the Black 

Hills of South Dakota 

This proposal neglects some problems, and therefore is incomplete. 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff have issued a final Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement on this project, but the required consultation with tribal governments 
under the National Historic Preservation Act has not been done. 

In addition, the staff's consideration of environmental impacts of this project, almost 
entirely based on the applicant's documents, downplay or ignore other known scientific 
information. For example, injection wells and disposal wells in Texas are known to 
cause earthquakes, and since western South Dakota is in the vicinity of a fault, the 
proposed mine site is geologically inappropriate for in situ leach mining. 

I ask you to insure that your staff follow the law and require complete tribal consultation. 
I also ask that a new SEIS be issued that takes into account all relevant scientific 
information. 

Thank you for your consideration of these requests. 

D t) . ,_:, (, .-r-
--"".i<t.;, . {/vW .... .:-!. (_) .. _.,1'7/~6-e~-f 

J. 
Sylvta Lambert 
P.O. Box 78 
Interior, SO 57750 

605-433-5420 
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